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PREFACE,

- —

Tue technical or material part of versification
(the art of rhythmieal composition), like that of
any other of the fine arts, is capable of being
reduced to rules and referred to fixed principles.

I wish the title of Laws or Verse, om
Prixciruis or VERSIFICATION EXEMPLIFIED,
to be understood in the zense of an attempt to
illustrate this propozition by cxamples, This is
not a treatise on Prosody, neither iz it a discourse
de arte Poetied. Moreover I do not profess to
lay down a systematic body of doctrine on the
Art of Versification, but merely to indieate, in
the way of cursory comment, chiefly contained in
notes to the text, the existence of auch a doetrine,
and the possibility of moulding it into a certain
definite organie form. In poetry we have sound,
thought, and words (i.e. thought clothed in
sound ) ; accordingly the subject falls naturally
into three great divisions, the cogitative, the
expressional, and the technical; to which we
may give the respective names of I'neumatie,
Linguistic, and BRhythmie. It iz enly with
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Rhythm that T profess to deal. This again
branchesoff intothree principal branches—Metrie,
Chromatie, and Synectie.

Metric iz concerned with Accent, Quantity,
and Suspensions; the Iatter ineluding the theories
of Pauszes, Rests, and BSyothesis or Syllabic
Groupings. 1 touch very brielly on this branch,
sceepling, in regard to it, the doctrine of Edgar
1oe, given in his cegay on the * Rationale of Versi-
fication,’ rendoved, as T think, more complete by
my intreduction inte it of the theory of the silent
syllable or rest.

Metric 15 concerned with the discontimuons,
Synectic with the continuons, aspect of the Art,
Between the two lies Chromatie, which eom-
prises the study of the gualitics, affinitics, and
colovific properties of sound.®* TInto thiz part of
the subject, except g0 fnr as occazionally rlaneing

# I notice that in Mr. Tom Hood's *Bales of Bhyme® certain
of the principles of Chromatin have been incidentslly disemssad
ond fgope iole (08 regurds the powors of inidal pamannants) in
somte detail.,  Chromatia may be stadied with respect tiv Mittor,
Mode, anid Belotivn. Tts muller miy be eonsanantal, yoeal, or
diphthongal ; its vomde ‘may he tiken with reference to oom-
gruity, opposition, snd frausition or modnlation,  As ko relation,
it muy be regarded as a eo-ordinate factor of Synectic ar of
Expressian, or ger a6, 1.0 with rerard to the purely sensgots:
impression ; which last, spain, will bring wnder view the po-
gition as initial, terminal, or medial. This i3 n mers sty

wnd superfieial view of the subjest: in things of His funcy o
little play of funey may be pormitted.




