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THE RENDEZVOUS.

CHAPTER 1L

Tur brilliant sun of a elear frosty day en.
livened the leafless woods of Shrublands, on the
20th of December, 1825, and the hearts of the
party assembled within the mansion, were in
unigon with the cheerful scene.

The beautiful Amelia Domford, and her cousin
Margaret Lennox, on that day completed their
20th year. Their uncle, Mr. Melville, with whom
they resided, had invited their most intimate
neighbours to celebrate the event, and a few days
previously, his wife received great pleasure from
an unexpected addition to the party in her nephew
Major Sydney, who had been somse years abroad.

Amelia's toiletie occupied much time and at-
tention on the important day, * Major Sydney
certainly is very handsome,” said she to Mar-
garet, as she gave the finishing turn to her
beautiful auburn ringlets, “ yet he appears cold
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2 THE RENDEZVOUS.

and reserved.” “Can he remain so to-day
whispered vanity as she cast a parting glance in
the mirror; but this thought she concealed ; and
hﬂyuu:ﬁadwiﬂ;hﬂtppwmu,dmmdndm
thnduwingmm,wﬁerethavmtoumw
sembled.

The party consisted of Mr. Selwyn and his young
bride, Mr. Cameron, a handsome man of three
or four and thirty, who resided a few miles from
Shroblands, and his frend Mr, Seymour, whose
rendered him a welcome though an unexpeeted
guest. Mrs. Sandys and her two daughters com-
pleted the circle. :

Amelia had anticipated being seated by Major
Sydney, and conquering the provoking apathy
with which he had hitherto regarded her, but an
unfortunate arrangement placed her by Miss
Louisa Sandys, and opposite to him and Mar-
garet. A look of displeasure clouded Amelin’s
lovely face, and Miss Louisa would have had an
inattentive listener to the account of her last
visit w London, had not a side glance informed
Miss Durnford, the eyes of Mr. Cameron and

M. Seymour were fixed on her with evident ad-
Syduey, to ascertain whether he perceived their
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attentions, but he was as much devoted to Mar.
garet, as politeness would permit.

The ladies retired to the drawing-room, and
the delight of Amelia enabled her to play ‘ I'aim-
sble’ so admirably till the arrival of the gentle-
men, that every lady confessed Miss Durnford
asaisted Mrs. Melville greatly in entertaining her

The events of the evening did not diminish
Amelia’s pleasure: in singing she shone un-
rivalled by any of the party; Mr. Seymour pos-
sessed an excellent voice added to great taste,
and joined Miss Durnford in several duets : they
had concluded Zingurelli's beautiful * Dunque
mio bene,” when Margaret, addressing Major
Sydney, who had been by her side nearly the
whole evening, observed, * What expression
Amelia has given to her favorite duet " “ Rather
too much,” replied Sydney, “ I do not like to see
a lady enter so completely into the feelings ex-
pressed by those words, particularly when sing.
g with a perfect stranger.”” “ You are fastidi-
ous,” said Margaret. “It may be so0,” replied
Sydney, “ you gave all proper expression to
Burns’s beautiful ¢ Braes of Doun,’ but then you
were singing with your courin, and were not
making love. 1f Miss Durnford merely gives the
expression that R, taught her, then it is acting»
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