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LECTURE.

FRIEND= AND HEARERE,

Tue part of the work assigned me, w
the projected course of Leetures, s to do little more than
make & statement of our oljects and views, and offer such
explanations as seem neeessacy for setting onr cause fairiy
hefore the public.  This being done, the way will be open,
for those who smeceed me, to engage in the argumentarive
diseussion.

In the Fist place, then, as te our elject—it 15 to gmn
such a separation of Church and State, that oor civil legis-
lators and govornors shall cepse, when acting in their
official capacity, from patronizing either one or other party
of professing Christians;—that they shall desist from making
declarations. i the name of the subjects, either of what is,
or what ought to be, or what ought not to be, the National
veligion;—that they shall abrogate all existing laws whicl
make a distinction among the subjects en the ground of
religions epinions ;—aml, eonsequently, that they shall also
abrogate all laws which have fov their object the perpeiua-
tion of the endowment of what are called the Nasional
Churches, with the nation’s property and treasare; and that
they shall apply the fonds thus disengaged from partial
services, to gecular objects of universal national benefit.
In a word—that they shall confine their legislation and
government 1o those objects 1o which we ave convincel the
ordination of Gad limits them, wviz. the protection, regula-
tion, aml cherishing, of onr tempoval interests; and cease
from presuming (for less than presumption we cannot ac-
comnt it whea they attempr,) to help forward, by their com-
pulsory legislation, the speritual ark of the Christian covenant.
Ne gutor wltre erepidamr, we sav of them; ler them keep



