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I

Inaram LY,

Is it possible to emgage, on the side of this sublime
chapter, the sympathies of modern thenght! We all feel
that 1t is to us as & very lovely song of one who hath a
pleasant voice end can play well upen an instroment—
what iz it more than thia? - We have censed to look npon
the Bible a8 a miracle ; sxcept in the senee that the lives
and thoughts of the hest men heve been, and ars always,
mirgeulous,  They cennct be mede to order; or by
experiment; they cannot ba aeeonnted for by eurroundings,
or by hereditery tmoemission. Homan they are, buf
thers is that in them which is congpicncusly divine. The
. lives and thoughts of the hest men die not. Agea pess,
bringing mighty rovolutions ; bot ss in water faee
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man. If oue
modern thoughts be trne and wise, theay mus? find herein

A eommon elemendt,

I. Isvitarior.— He, every one that thirmsteth, eome

ye to the waters, and he thol Tobh no money ; woes e,
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buy and eat; yes, coms, buy wine and milk without

monay, and without price.”

W do thirat : we cannot live in the present and in the
past ; neither can the future be indifferent to ue. The
deslre of one is not the same with the desire of another ;
but some aim, some object, aomwe event yot to be fulfilled,
engages onr thonghts almost perpetually. By a kind of
self-coercion, we gtmdy and lesrn wisdom from tho past.
Sot free, our thoughte fy hack to the future. I do not
mean the prest fubture, but the next hour, to-morrow, when
wa have finished our task whatever it may be. We all
thirst : we wigh for that which may gladden our hearts,
and support our etrength—{or the wine and for the milk—
but lifs is worth living only becanse happiness cannot be
purchased by wealth ; nor ean etrength to endure to the
end be secured by the payment of a large pries. Our troe
wealth is in the character of God, Therefore, the good
dagired must be received freely, without money and without
price ; for whe hath firet given unto Him

. I Ezposrrrarioy.—“Wherefore do ye spend money
for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which
aatisfioth not 7Y



TSATAN LV 3

Tt might be easy to make out a strong ease against many
of the pursuits on which men spend their money and their
toil. RBiches make fo themsslves wings; and the rich man
shall carry away nothing with him when he dieth, Fame
and pleasare, it ig gaid, have heen weighed in the balanee,
and have been found wanting. DBut this chapter ia nat
written in the spirit of the Preachar—vanity of venifies,
gl is vanity, I is the call of wisdom, and not the moroes
eroaking of the cynie Wisdom iz heard expostulating
with the lovers of darkness and the chesers of a shadow,
Heerken diligently unto mes, Wisdom, the brightest e;nd
happiest of teachers, See all that iveaid of wisdom in the
Bible ; and of har powar of discerning fresh springs of joy
even in the valley of disappoiniment. Come, now, let ua
reason fogether—""What fruit had ye then in those things
whereof ye are now ashamed §"

III. Beveraties,—* Incline your eer and eome unte
me : hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an
everlasting eovensnt with you, even the sure mercies of
David. Bshold, I have given him for a witness to the
people, & leader and commander to the people,”

The wery name of David suggested to & Jew a strong
and righteons ruler, The lapee of Gme “wad ‘eoroe wwesy
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far out of sight all Dravid's sins, and magnitied the glorious
qualities that made Termel provd of such s kiny. 1 koow
not whether Isaish thooght that David would persowally
reign on earth., ‘The martyr, Stephen, thought it was
needful fo show that Christ was nef David alive again.

Verf inspiriting was the prophet’s anticipation of righteous.
nese combined with powsr. A poor wesk king like
Heazekish, though he might be very pione, was vaoless, He
would do mo more than order fasts and passovers. We
ourselves sadiy need the power of some mighty under-
standing, to uphold amongst us the cavso of goodnesz and
truth. We have s strong God; bub thoso who claim to
be His represemtatives amongst wmen are oo wesk
for the age.

IV. Exmorramior.—"Beek yve the Lord while He may
be found, call yo upen Him while Ha is near. Let the
wicked forsake hiz way snd the unrighteous man his
thonghts ; and let him return wnto the Lord, and He will
have mercy upen him: aod bo our Grod, for He will
abundantly pardon.”

There is nothing in the eourse of modern thought which
can render this exhortation less applicable to ourselves
fhan it was to Israel Lesrned writers assert thet She



