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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

(hy presenting & Third Editien of his Posms and Songs, the Author
hos, in thy firt place, to apologise that in the previous issaes there
wers many imperfections ; and, secondly, he has with gratitude to
scknowledge that, netwithetanding ell their blemishes, the public
favour accorded to an unknown Bhymer has been far beyond his
expectations.

Many & time, in varlier years, it was his carnest desire to sing
about the burns and braes, the towering hills, and leafy woods, of
_his native lnpd. That he has fallen far short of singing with the
pathos and power which those grand themes demand, he feels confi-
dent. Hey resta, therefore, his only plea to be heard on, that he
sings 82 well and aa lovingly as he can about Boenes and men
eidesred to him by many happy recollections.

The present Volume, it is hoped, will be found an improvement
on it predecessor.  Additions and eorrections hove been largely
made, calmlsted to give the collection an interest not only for Ayr-
ghire readers, but for readers everywhers, - In conclusion, he con-
fidea his new venture fo old fiends, hepeful that neither they, nor
such new patrons se he moy bave the good fortone to gain, will
feel reason to censure him for entertaining the hope that he may, us
in times paat, be heard with favour,

Ave, Awgust, IETL
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