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Preface to the Second Soition.

THE origin of this work is thus stated with sufficient detail, in
the Preface to the first edition :i—

“This work owes ita origin to n accidentsl circumstanse, Soms time sgo I was called upon
to advise on the powers possessed by Local Boards eleated under the ‘Local Government Act,
1858, with respect to Public Libreries and Musonms. As anch Boards had, however, st the
time in question mo powers whataver with regard to this matter, I snbssquently nesisted in
framing a Bill to confer powera on them, which Bill being introduced into the House of Uommons
in 1871 by my friend Mr. J. @. Tulbot, H.P., soon became the Statute 34 & 35 Vick, o. 71

Tt was in consequance of finding, when engaged upon Mr, Taibot's Bill, that there was
no work in existence on the pevera! Lilmaries Acta that I wes led to think there might be rooin
for such a publication aa that now in the handa of the reader.

“ Intended s it is, 88 much for the Gtenersl Public sa for the Profession, it has been
prepared with especial ion to o of and facility of reference, and will
be found, it is believed, to present a complete view of the subject to which it relates, a subject
which it mey be hoped will, onder the stimnlus supplied by the Eduocationsl tendencies of the
day, soon Teceive more sttention at the hands of Ratepayers than has hitherto been the case.”

~ Contrary to my expectation, and in spite of its limited scope,
the book became more in request than I had enticipated ; and the
question arose whether it might not be worth while to increase its
usefulness by making it a book of general reference on the Law
relating to all kinds of Institutions connected with Literature, Science,
and Art. This idea has been carried out in the second edition. If
the results seem rather meagre, and the present contents rather
miscellaneous, the fact is due to the scarcity of the materials available.
8o far, however, as Statute and Case Law is concerned, I do not think
that anything of importance has been omitted.



iv Preface.

One obvious reason why materials for a work like this are not
very abundant is thet such a large number of Literary and Scientific
Societies derive their legal statns not from Statutes at all, but from
Royal Charters, or voluntary Trust Deeds, or informal agreements,
which, except in the rare cases of litigation amongst the members,
never in print come under the notice of lawyers.

Mr. H. J. Hood, of the Equity Bar, has rendered me valuable
assistance in the preparation of the Notes of Cases, and generally in
the reading of the proofa of the hook.

é6.¥.C.

ie,
March, 1879.
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