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WITH A FEW FRACTIOAL HINTS 0N THE PROFER MANAGEMEBNT OF
THI4 FAVOURITE AND MOST TNTERBSTING PASTIME

BY

JEAN FRANCIS

LONDON
HOULSTON AND WRIGHT
66, PATERROSTEE EOW
MDCOOLIVI.



LIST OF THE CHARADES

AND THR

COSTUMES FOR EACH.

CHARADE FIRAT.—« INBPECTOR."

]
Fipar Svirarie, © Inw”
Teeenes (P Ryas—iravelling costuina, cap.
Mras TRiMMINGE—& broad brimmed hat, blas veil, leng eloth elsak,
two umbrellas, and shawl.
LANDLADY—white muslin cap, Prench black dress, apron.
Gargoy—white apron over waiter's dreas,

HECoND BYLIARLE, © SrECTRE."”
Lapy—foll ball drass, chaplet of flowers, fan, bongeet, apd opers cloak
thrown over her ahoulders,
FineT GHOET—80ldier's yniform,
BEooND GHORT—navel uniform,
Taien Guost—hlack evening enit, with shirt collar twrned down, hair
long, hanging down straight.
Prizerx—high black ailk dresa, white muslin apron.

Exrme Worp, “ INapECTOR.”

IxsrevToR—moming dress, bat, and cane,
Eev, AeTEUR Yiltars—hleck frock coat, white bands.
Avpa Merrox—grey alpaca dress, black silk aprom.



iv LIST OF CHARADER AND COSTUMES,

-

CHARADE SECOND.—* ROMANTIC.”

Frrer Byirsvre, * Howaw”

Morning dress of ancient Rome,

CorwEria and Lanmes—in bright-colonred shawls, arranged mantlewise,
looped up ower one shoulder with a eameo. Hair & Iz closriquee,
bound back with pearls.

GraocEr—in white togas, with erowns of laurel.

S8poowp SyinaviE, * Tio™
LaDiga=—in morning dress.
ME. MyDLARE—in dressing-pown, wig, and spectaclea.
Yorwe Moprark—velvet abooting cont.

EnTire Worp, * Rosmawrio
AvEraine—muslin dress, straw hat with broad blus ribbon, which she
bolds in her hand,
Avxt—in walking dress and bonnet.

CHARADE THIED.—* PYGMALION.
Fmmer Syrisere, “ Pro

Par—as an Irish peasant, corderoya, long grey stockings, frieme coat,
canbeen® Jangling in his hand,

JUD¥—dress pinned behind, showing & short blue linsey petticosat, hand-
kerchief pinned across hara}mhchmk apron, red handlkerchief over
har head and tied under her chin as & eap.

MagisTRATE—nA magiatrates dress generally.

CLERE—as clerks dreas gemerally.

SEcoND SYLIABLE, “ May."
GiRLs—dressed in whits muslin, with garlands of hawthorn.
Mer—with gurlanda round their hats, holding the pole ornamented with
flowers and ribbons.
* Broken, battered hat,
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Lasr Byrrasrg, “ Liow”
A¥DROCLES—tunie, bare arms, fotters on them, as Roman escaped slave,
Carramn or TR CLADIATORS, and LicToRS—tunies, battleaxss, and
sandals.
Laoye—full snit of fura,

Ertire Worp, * PyGMALION.”
ProawarioN—grey blonse mads tonicwiss ; srms bars, holding & chisel ;
sandala
THERMOFHTLER—same dresg, holding & pipe.
STaATTE—white muslin dropery.

CHAERADE FOURTH.—¢ RINGLET."

FiksT BYLTARLE, “ RIng."
Lary Frora—white muslin morning dress, with biue sash and ribboms,
lace funchon on ber head.
Mes, DasE—walking dreas,
Cartasyk DasE—velvet shooting coat.
JAnEs—livery.
Beoosp SyonasiE, * Ler.”
Mgs. Popnua—brown dress, Ince cap.,
M=u. FoppLEs-—frock coat, &e., Tather shabby,
Many—lilag calico dress, round white eap, whits apron.

Errire Woen, “ BmaLer.”
GREENE—in & most unexceptional get up—-frock coat, light tromsers, hat,
small blus tie, gold-houded cone, oyeglass.
Browxe—shooting coat, jerry hat.

CHARADE FIFTH.—« PARCEL.”
FiesT SYLLABLE, * Parnr.”
Mrs, Murrin—black silk dress, curled front, lace cap.
Docrors—full black suit, white ties.



vi LIRT OF CHARADES AND OOSTUMES,

BEcOND SYLLABLE, © SELL.”
Mzs. SteErEENs—walking dress, brown hat, a scroll of music in hor hand. =
Mu. Brerers—suit of shepherd's plaid.
Mang—short cut-away coat, plaid pantaloons, shirt collar forned down,
board and moustachs very pronencs,
Manv—as maid of all work. i

Extier WorDp, * ParceL.”
Dazzre—light travelling auit. ) ; ‘
Many—muslln drese, iscket, and round hat.
Joux—tiger'a dreas, top boots.
Anxr—as lady’s maid.

CHARADE BIXTH—* PRETENDER."

Firar Syirasre, * PRETEND.
Freawok—mseuve muslin morning dress.
Marcarer—bine muslin morning dress,

Breowd Syntapty, “ Ern?

Ma. Harprorr—hine coat, brass buttons, velvet collar, gniters.

M1as Krrrr—grey dress, tight high body, whits net neckerohief, tight-
fitting lIace wap, frout with shert brown curls, se crincling, skirt of
dress narrow end short,

WALTER GRAHAME—black velvet shooting coat, coloured tis, jerry hat

Entmee WorD, ¥ PrRETENDER."
Maroor—light travelling snit.
WALTER, a8 STruss—broad striped pantaloons, short hrown coat, red neck-
erchief, planter’s hat with broad brim,



INTRODUCTION.

No, one should attemapt to write Charades excepd thode who
have been in the habit of playing them. They slone cen
nnderstand the difficnlties which, though not apparent to the
unpractised student, are sometimes nearly - insurmonntable,
In order to overcome these stumbling-blocks I ghall give my
readers & few hints as to how we managed * Ours;” and
these, if attended to, will, I believe, prove meeful in making
the produwetion of Charades essier than they are generally
found to be. '

I The Characlers—As charades slmost invariably form
one of the staple amusements of a party stsying at a conntry
house, and also at those getherings of friends which now and
then break the monotony of our domestic cireles, it ie im-
portant to avoid having too meny “charscters” Some cha-
rades have as many s fen “ charncters,” besides n *“sioge
manager,” *prompter,” “cortain lifters,” &c.  In sach & case
the party must needs be a larpe one, otherwise there womld be
ng andience. Four, or at most six, *characters™ are amply
eufficient for any charade if it be desired to make it snccessfal.

I1. The Costume.—Have as little change of costume aa pos-
gibla, in order that the course of the action may mot be im-
peded ; for the time which slips away so plessantly behind the
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curtain while making arrangements, the sqnabbles and spar-
rings that invariably take place, not to mention the nomerous
small flirtations equally unavoidable, lags terribly with the
expectant. andience,

ITI. The Seenery—Have the scenery as simple as possible.
Sometimes, of course, a little stage effect is mecessary, but
in most cases even this canmot be comveniently mansged. 1
recently introduced the following very simple plan, and it
proved most snccessful. Get al a stationer's some pieces of
millbosrd, each about cighteen inches long by ten or twelve
broad ; but even smaller than this wonld do, Cover obe side
with white paper, and then write or paint the name of the
locality where the action of the piece is supposed to take place,
euch as “ Btreet in London,” * Restanrant,” “ Village Hchool,”
dec., &c., as the cage may be, in large bold charscters. Hang
the board op in such & position that when the curtain rinea
the name of the piace may be distinetly visible to the andicnce,

Lasfly.—Aim only to amuse your sadience, Do not atbempt
to affect them by trenching on the domain of the leritimate
Dirama. To enjoy this lsat properly, there ia “ Drury Lene,”
the “ Princess’s,” the “ Lycenm,” &c., &o,, and, besides, it is
very difficult to come ont a# a Eean, or & Phelps, or a Fechter,
at 8 fow honrs' nokice.

(e hint more, If possible, have your Charade s0 con-
structed s to bear a little on the “Word ™ it is intended to
illuetrate, never loaing sight of the fact that andiences, even of
the higheat intelligence, are wonderfully slow in guessing what
appears 8o plain to the initiated.

With these few preliminary remarke T shall proceed to tell
my readers how “Ounr Charades™ srose, and how we scted
them. Two years ago, & party of us agreed to spend the last
months of summer at & pretty little village on the south-east



