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ADDRESS OF HON., C. C. NOURSE.

Me, PeesipENTt, A¥p Lapips axp Gextnespx:—On the 13th of
May, A. D, 1878, Jumes Marquette and Lenis Joliette, under the di-
rection of the French anthorities of Canada, started from the Straits of
Mackinaw, in their frajl bark cances, with five hoatmen, “to find ont
and explore the great river lying to the west of them, of which they
biad heard marvelons agcounts from the Indians about Lake Michigan.”

From the southern extremity of Green Bay they ascended the Fox
river, &nd thenee carried their boats and provisions across to the Wis-
aonain,  Descending that stream, they reached the Missiseippi on the
17th of June, and entered ite majestic current, * realizing a joy,” wrote
Marguette, “ that they could not express.” Rapidly and easily they
awept down to the solitndes below, and viewed on their jonrney the bold
bluffs and beautiful meadows on the western bank of the stream, now
revealed for the first time to the eyes of the white man. This was the
discovery of Towa,

By right of discovery, France elaimed jurisdiction over the country
thus visited, until 1763, when she ceded it to Spain.  Spain ceded her

" posgession in the Valley of the Mississippi back to France in 1801,

By treaty, signed on the 30th of Apnl, 1803, the First Consul of the
French Repablic ceded these possessions to the United States. At this
date the grester portion of the country afterwards constituting Lowa,
was in the posseasion of the confederated tribes of Sac snd Fox In-
dians. The first oceupntion under cluim of title, by a white man, of
any portion of Towa soil, was by Julisn Dubogre, a native of Caoada,
whao, in 1728, obtained fron Blondean and two other chiefs of the Fox
[udians, what he asserted wasa grapt of lands, Hebounded hiselaim
as seven leagues ou the west bank of the Mississippi, from the month
of the Little Magnoketa river to the'T'ete Des Morts, and three leagues
in depth.  He slso had a qualitied econfirmation of this grant from Ca-
rondelet. the Spanish Governor at New Ovleans.  He took to wife an
Indian equaw, snd occupied the minen uotil the time of his desth,
1810, employing sbont ten white men in digoing mineral, He was
braried on the biult of the Mississippi st the month of Cntfish creck,
and the city and connty of Dabugue were afterwards named for hin.
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The Supreme Conrt of the United States in 1854 decided that his
grant was no more than a temporary license to dig ore, and conetitated
no valid claim to the soil. (16 Howard Rep., 224.) :

(n the 30th of March, 1789, Louis Honore Tesson, also a native of
Canada, obtained permission from the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Lou-
isiana to establish a trading post at the head of the lower rapids of the
Mississippi river, with the concession of a “suflicient space to make
the establishment valuable for the commerce of peltries, to wateh the
Iudians, and keep them in fidelity to his Majesty.” He made such a
pettiement, and it was sold to one of his creditors at sheriff’s sale on
the 15th of May, 1803, for #150. This elaim was afterwards allowed
to the extent of 640 acres, and Martin Van Buoren issned a patent
therafor, February 7, 1838, The Supreme Court of the United States
in 1852 adjodicated the title valid, and it now constitutes the oldest
legal title to any land within the State. (14 How. Rep. 513.)

By an act of Congress approved March 26, 1804, the boundary be-
tween Upper and Lower Loulsiana was established. The lower
country was ealled the Territory of New Orleans, and the npper the
Distriet of Touisiana, The District of Louisiana embraced the pres-
ent States of Arkansas, Missouri, and Towsa, and was auached to the
Territory of Indiana for political and judicial purposes.

In 1605 General Pike made an official visit to the Mississippi border
of our State, chiefly to advise the Indians that the United States had
acquired the sovereignty over the country. In 1304 the expedition of
Lewis and Clarke to the bead waters of the Missoun, visited the
western border of Towa. They buried one of their number, Sergeant
Floyd, on a bluff of the Missouri, near the mouth of the Sioux river.
Tt has ever since been koown as Floyd's Bluff They also held a
couneil with the Indians near the northwest corner of the present
county of Pottawaitamie, thereaftor known as Council Blufls. The
name has since been transferred to the county seat of the county, now
known as the eity of Council Blaffs, the present eastern terminus of
the Union Paeific Railroad. In 1807 Iowa was organized with the
Territory of Illinois; and in 1812 she was inclnded in the Territory of
Missouri. In 1821, when Missouri was admitted into the Union asa
State, Towa waa left, for the time being, a “political orphan,” until at-
tached to Michigan Territory, in June, 1834, During this interregnum
it is probable that the only civil law in foree in Towa was that provision
of the Miszouri bill that prohibited slavery and involuntary servitude
in the territories of the United States, north of 38 degrees 30 minutes,
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north latitude; and the constitutionality even of this precious remnant
of Lex Seripte was afterwarde seriously questioned by the Supreme
Court of the United States.

At the close of the Blackhawk war, and on the 15th of Beptember,
1832, General Winfield Scott concluded a trealy at the present site of
the city of Davenport, Towa, with the confedernted tribes of Bac and
Fox Indians, by which the Indian title was extinguished to that por-
tion of Town kmown as the “Blackhawk Purchase” This was a strip
of land on the weat bank of the Mississippi river, the westarn boandary
of which commenced at a point where is now the southeast corner of
Travis county; thenee to s point on Cedar river, near the northeast
corner of Johnson county; thenee northwest to the neutral grounds of
the Winnebagoes, thence to the Mississippi to & point above Prairie du
Chien, and contained shout six million acres of land. By the terms
of this treaty the Indisns were Lo ocenpy the land until Jone 1, 1833,

After the death of Julian Dubngue, in 1810, the Spanish lead mines
were worked bat little. In 1883 the miners from the east side of the
Missiesippi were permitted to eross the river and settle upon the land;
but as soon as they commenced raising the mineral the United States
put in an appearance by an agent, who assumed control of the mineral
lands and required the miners to take out permits for Hmited privi-
leges, and to deliver their ore to & livensed smelter, who paid the gov-
ernment a royalty on the lead manafactured. These restrictions be-
came so odious, and were so hard to enfores, that the government
abandoned them in 1846 and put the lands into market.

T the spring of 1236 Joln King purchased at Cincinnati, Ohio, and
bronght to Dubugue, & Smith press with the necessary type, and pub-
lished a newspaper ealled the Dabuque Fisitor, William Cary Jones
was foreman of the office st a salary of 3350.00 a year and boarding.
Andrew Keesicker was compositor.  In 1842 this press and type
were taken to Lancaster, Wisconsin, and on it was prioted the Grant
County Merald.  Sobsequently the same press was taken to St Panl,
Minnesots, and from it was issued the first paper printed in Misnesota
Territory, called the St Paul Pioneer, In 1858 the same press was
taken to Sioux City Falls, in Dakota Tersitory, whereon to print the
first newspaper published in that Territory, called the Dakola Dremo-
erat. In March, 1862, the Sioux Indians burned the town of Sionx
City Fallg, and this ploneer of American civilization perished in the
Hames.

“From 1834 to 1837 the government bad 3 camp established at Mont-
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roee, on the DMississippi, which was called Camp Des Moines, At the
foot of the rapids was av old trading house, afterwards known as “Rag
Row,” and two or three old cabins, This was kuown as the point at-
terwards named for Keokuk, the eloguent old ehief of the Sae tribe.
The fivat settlers here were engaged chiefly in llﬂhtmg and towing
freights over the Des Muines Rapids,

In o treaty made with the Sac and Fox Indians in 1824, there was
reserved for the ose of the half-hreeds of their tribes, in the south part
of what wuas afterwards Lee county, a very valoable tract of Tand con-
taining about ene bandred and thirteen thousand seres. By an act of
Congress, approved June 13, 1884, the government releazed to these
haif-breeds, as tenants in common, the fee simple title to these lands,

The treaty with the Sac and Fox Indians did pot fix either the
names, numher oridentity of the persons for whom the reservation was
made. Here was a chance for speeulation and frand.  Halfbreeds
multiplied by means before unkvown in the gettlement of this coun-
iry. A company was duly incorporated to bay op halfbreed titles,
The Territovisl Legislature of Wiscondin, which held its session at
Burlington, iv 1888, passed n specinl act appointing Edward Jolnston,
Thomas 8, Wilson, and David Brigham, commissioners, before whom
claimants to the haifbreed tract should make proof of their titles, and
requiring the commissioners to reperl their findings to the Territorial
Digtrict Conrt, and authorized the court, after notice Ly publisation,
to enter a decree establishing titles.  Before this werk was completed,
the next legislature, January 25, 1835, reapesled the law, but in the re-
pealing act authorized the commissioners to sue the owners of the
halFbreed tract for their services, This they did, and Johnston and
Brigham each recovered judgments againgt the “owners of the half-
bread trset,” by that general name and deseription. Ezecutions were
issued on these jndgments, and the halfbreed traet was levied upon,
and sold at sherifi®s sale to Hugh 1. Reid. The Supreme Territorinl
Court at one time held this title to be valid, and Reld narrowly eseaped
being & great land proprietor.  Meantime the Territorial Legislature
began to enconrage settlements on the half-hreed tract, by Jegislative
BSEUrANCES to squatters, that if all other titles should fail, possession
ghould be, not only nine, but ten points of the law.  The very worst
that & seltler had to fear was, that his improvements should be nssessed
by & “jury of his peers,” and that their value thus ascertained should
b a lien on the land. TIn 1840, a suit in partition was commenced in
the Territorial conrts in the name of Josish Spavlding and twenty-two
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others, parchasers from some of the half-hreeds, against the known and
unknown owners of shares in the “halflweed tract” Service was
made by publication. Commissioners were appointed by the court,
who divided the traet into 101 shares, of which forty-one were as-
signed to the New Yerk Company. The title under this decrge of par-
tition, after years of litization, was finally established and quieted. In
the meantime the question involved between the squatters and other
claimants entered very largely into the politica of the country and the
State; and politieal fortunes depended on the grave complications
growing ont of the settlement of the half-breed tract, These complies-
tions developed a great deal of bad blood, but little of which flowed
through the veins of the descendants of the Sac and Fox Indians, One
of the first settlers writes that “in the fall of 1836, when the question
of a separate Territorial organization for Towa was agitated, a public
meeting was held on the claim of John Gaines,six miles weat of Keokul;
that it was seriously thowght by many who attended the meeting
that the half-breed tract could not be inelnded in any other organiza-
tion, and that they contemplated starting ount “on their own hook,” and
forming anindependent government; but that After several gentlemen
present had suecessively monnted the head of a whisky barrel, and ex-
hausted their eloguence, they became convineed that the reservation was
still within the jurisdiction of, and that they owed allegiznee to, the
Government of the United States.”

As a representative of the two races of men that at this time ocen-
pied Tows, we notice one whose life was an episode in the history of
each.  Antoine Le Claire was born at St. Josephs, Mickigan, in 1797,
His father was French, his mother a grand-daughter of a Pottawat-
tamie chief. TIn 1818 he acted as official interpreter to Col. Davenport
at Fort Armstrong, {now Rock Island). e was well apquainted with
a dozen Indian dislects, and was a man of striet integrity and great
energy. In 1820 he married the grand-danghter of a Sae chief. The
Sac and Fox Indians reserved for him and bis wife two sections of
land in the treaty of 1832, one at the town of Le Claire, and one at
Davenport. The Pottawattamies, in their treaty at Prairie du Chien,
also, reserved for him two sections of land at the present site of Moline,
Illinois. He received the appointment of postmaster and justice of
the peace in the Black Hawk Purchase, at an early day.

In 1833 he bonght, for $100, a ¢laim on the lands apon which the
original town of Davenport was surveyed and platted in 1838, In
1886 Le Claire built the hotel known since, with its valuable additions,



