SELECTIONS FOR RESPONSIVE
READING: ARRANGED WITH PROPER
REFERENCE TO LEADERSHIP AND
RESPONSIVENESS BETWEEN
MINISTER AND CONGREGATION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649123872

Selections for responsive reading: arranged with proper reference to leadership and
responsiveness between minister and congregation by Edward Hungerford

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



EDWARD HUNGERFORD

SELECTIONS FOR RESPONSIVE
READING: ARRANGED WITH PROPER
REFERENCE TO LEADERSHIP AND
RESPONSIVENESS BETWEEN
MINISTER AND CONGREGATION

ﬁTrieste






Selections for Responsive Weading

ARRANGED WITH P"ROPER REFERENCE Ta LEATMER=SNTL

AXD REAPMNEIVENESS BETWEEN

Ministcr and Congregation

By
REV. ETMWWARD HUNGERFORID

AUTHOR o0F THE AMERICAN BOOK OF CHURCH SERYINCES,

FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION,
BLENeToR, ¥,
150



Cupyrhehe, 1516,
By EDWAND BHUNGERPURIL

Al wighds s eved



PREFACE.

This Series of lesponzive Heading= 18 distip-
guished by two featnres. Throughout the serics the
lending thoughts are carefully assigned to the minister,
aund the portions given to the eongregation are troe
responses to the sentiments advanced by him, This
arrangement of parts is based on the liburgical prin-
ciple, which makes the people in public worship respon-
give to the pastor. New themes, sudden changes of
thought, and as far as possible minor suggestions pro-
ceed from him, and the congregation echoes the senti-
ment, or emphasizes it by assent or by setting np
a contrast, or adds a closely related thought.

The Responsive Demdlings hitherto proposed have
usnally given the verses alternately to minister and con-
gregation or divided the verses according to paral-
lelism. Each of these methods involves serions infelici-
ties. Reading by alternate verses often inverts the
proper relation between leader and people.  The verses
tall to the one or the other without reference to respon-
siveness, No cloze or fixed relation of the parties is
maintained, and the reading, which should be responsive,
degenerates into an alternate reading, which through its
unresponsiveness sometimes becomes painfully confus-
ing.

Following the parallelizms, while less objectionable
in this regard, introdoces, nnder the rapid alternation of



ghort sentences, o staceato movement, whicl, when too
freely indulged, detracts from the dignity and stateliness
of publie worship, A worse fanlt 1= that the utterances
of the minizter are often =0 incomplote as o he mean-
ingloss,

There seems to be no good renson for closely ad-
hering ta cither of these plans. Verse divisions have
no wnthority above thal of convenmicnce, mwnl tlie come-
mon impression, that by following the parallelizms we
are wdopting the ariginal responses of the Heloew choirs
in the temple service, is prolably erroncons. e sbro-
phic divisions way ave lad giite as moeh to o with
the choir responses,

For onr purpose we sceure a better resnit when we
pass freely from parullelism to verse division, restrained
neitlier Ly the one por the other, hut curefully seeking
to distinguish the bding thonght by mivieg it to the
minister, while the congregation retnrns an answering
thought. Unce released from traditional bonds we are
surprised to find how peadily the psabme lend them-
gelves to onr purpose; what emphasis 12 given to im-
prortant utteraness by the cchoes of the congrosution ;
anil to what extent the meaning snd besuty of passages
are bronght out by the conuuents of the people,  The
ingtanees in which a pealin does not yield o the method
are exceclingly rare, thongl seme paalme may require
tor b gone over mun vy timesd, wid the text subjectod to o
eritical tudy before o satisfactory result can be seeured,
That this first attempt ab sueh revigion lhas involved
protracted lnbor needs ot to be said. | shall be re-

warded if tle result shall seem o the churehes worth
the effort, sod if 0 maore intelligent aml more worship-



ful because truly responsive reading shall date from the
introduction of this series.

I hiave retained in thiz work, Tor the most part, those
groupings of the psalms and other seriptures into Sclee-
tions, which were wdlopted in the Hesponsive Readings
pablished in my American Book of Church Services.
The same headings are vsed for single sclections and for
cronps of selectionz.  These have been fonnd conven-
ient aids to the pastor in his search for o reading appro-
priate to the occasion, ‘I'he Index enables one ta find
ander what selection a paalm or other seripture may be
fouul.

The Strophic Divisions have been fixed by compari-
gon of authorities, Delitzech, Cheyne, Tholuek, Di:Wette
and some others. Az there is disagreement among
anthors in regard to the placing of strophic divisions, |
have as a rule accepted none that were not sanctioned
by at least two authorities.  In many instances there is
a E'EIIE'I'H.] ﬂgmﬂll'!ﬂﬂt..

The word “Lord" for Jehovab is, in this work,
printed always in lewer ease becanse full fuced typeis not
provided with small caps.  To distingnish this nse of
the word from itzuse for Aden or Adonai, all instancez of
the lattor use are marked by spacing thns, Lord. All
interested in the matter will please note this necessary
devintion from the nsuai practice,

mtars in the text show omizsions.

The mark - at the bottom of a page shows that a
strophic divigion falls there. Elzewhere such divisions
are indicated by wider spacing,

Epwarn llusxcerrorn.

Burrixcroxs, Yo, May dd, 1353,






Selections tor Mesponsive Meading.

COD IN NATURE AND IN HISTORY.

FIRST SELECTION.
God provides.
P's. 1iid.  Dless the Lord, O my soul.
O Lowd my God, thon art very great ;
Thow art elothed with honar and majesty.

Whao coverest thysalf with Tight as with & garment;
Whao stretehest ont the heavens like a coviain

Who layeth the beams of lhiz chambers in the waters;
Who makeil the elonds his clurviod ;

Wheo walketh upon the wings of the wind ;
Who maketh the winils lis messensors 3
s ministers o laming five 3

Who laid the fonndations of tho earth,

That it glronld not be moved forever.
Thow eovered=L it with the decp as with a vesture ;
The waters stool above the moenntains,

At thy rebuke they fled ;
Atthe voice of thy thunder they hasted away ;
They went up by e monntains, they wenl down by (he
valleys,
Umntor the place which thon Tadst fenmilded For them.,
Thow lhast set a bovmd that they may not puss over ;
That they turn nol again to cover the earth.

le sendeth forth springs into the valleys ;
They ronamong the mountains :
They give drink to every Beast of the el ;
The wild asses quench their thirsd.
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