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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION,

Tuese tales have appeared, during some years past,
in Awnt Jwdv's Magezive for Yewg HPeaple,

U Father Hedgehog and  lis Neighbours," and
“Toots amd Boots,” were both suggested by Tedor
Mimzer’s clever pictnres ; bot *loots™ was also “a
real person”  In his latter days he was an honorary
member of the Royal Engincers’ Mess at Aldershot,
and, on occaslon, dined at table.

“Ihe Hens of Hencastle™ is not mine, Itisa
free translation from the Crerman of Vietor Blithgen,
by Major Yeatman-Bigzs, RA, to whom 1 am
indebied for permission o include 1t in my volune,
as a necessary prelude to @ Flaps,”  The story ook
roy faney greatly, but the ending seemed to me
imperfect and unsatisfnctory, especially in reference
to s charming a character as the old watch dog, and
I wrote * Flaps " as a sequel.

I'he frontispiece was designed specially for this
volume, hy My, Charles Whymper, and the Frafedio
dedla Misericordia (from a photograph kindly scot me
by a fnend) 1s by Lhe same artist,

Jo HGE



PREFACE TO NEW EDITION,

. e

THE foregoing Preface was written by Mrs. Dwing
fur the first edition of Hrothers of Pr8y, and. Other
Tales, The book containg five stories, illustrated by
the pictures of which my sister speaks ; and it is still
sold by the 5. P. C K. “'Toots and Boots " was so
mingtely adapted to Flinger's pictures, that the tale
suffers in bemng parted from them,  Sdll, it is w be
hoped that readers of the un-dllustrated version will
not have as much difficulty as Toots in solving the
mystery of the Mouse's escape! 1 have added four
meore tales of * Deasts and Men " to the present edition,
as they have not been included in any previous
collections of my sister’s storics. A Week Spent in
aGlass 'ond * appeared first in dww? Sudve Mogasine,
October 1556, and was afterwards published separately
with coloured illustrations.  The habits of the water
beasts are desenbed with the strctest fidelity to nature,
even the delicate differences in character between the
Great and the Big BLlack water beetles arne most
accurately drawn,

“* Among the Merrows™ has not been republished
since it came out in Awad fedv's Wagazine November



