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DR. WIBDOM

95 THE

SAXON PART OF OUR LANGUAGE.

Tax addrea of Dr. Wisdom o English Gramimar was sl followsd by ons
of equal interent on the Saxon part of our languaga  Profieser Cedemus in s
late coponunisation to the Associmfion, bea kindly furnished an outline of
it Dr Wisdom, be mays wan indused to prepare and daliver the address
by two facts, obeerved in bis investigaticns in Evglish Grammar: winsr, that
the sfrocturs and idiom of cor language are Anglo-Baxon; azcoym, that its
Jew imflactions are derived from the mms source.  These facts led him to enfores
the impurtuace of paying greater stbention to this paek of our native tongus

DR WISDOM ON THE EAYON PART OF QUR LAKOTACE,

Gentlemen, agid Dv. Wisdom, it is 2 prond thing to have the English
langoage for our pative speach. Tte sfrocture [ simple and massive, and ita
basis atroog in all the slementa of emduring power,  Its history, to which I
Lataly directed your abtention, kas teoght you these thinga

Becull ita outhoes, gentlema, From the pressnt, lock back oo the past
The English langunage now raigns over & vast territory— United Siales, Brifich
Bélcs, Canada, Guiona, Samaion, Guernacy, Jersey, Fibraltar, Liberia, Cape of
Good Hope, Maltz fadiz, and dustralic. * Once, it was Jmown ooly on the isle
of Thanet. Its howe was Hamever sed Wedphalio, oo the Contlineat  Ita
wanderings were by the stormy Baltic, Caucnsns, and distant Indua,

It covers thin territory, geotlemen, as & mired langonaga. Tt & foond on
the Contioent, and in these waaderings, 2s the Baxon toogue, s beanch of the
great Teutosio family. As wuch, it was introduced into England in &, 1. £80.
Biz auccosive settluments establisbed it oo the sland. [t became s national
language in & D, 838, The Celtis epaech, tho origival Tanguage of the Briti-h
Talea, existed ooly in a fow distriota.  New changes awaited our mother-tongue.



iy BAXON PART OF OUR LANGUAGE.

The Dane and Rorwegian came in A I 827, altered its form, and brought in
the Gothic element,  The Norman-French conguered the Saxona in A, D. 1086,
and engrafted the French element upon the native stock.  Other changea ful-
lowad. Latin and Greel words weee freely introduced by the learned.  Modern
English aross in the time of Elizabsth—aross with the Angle-Zazon element
uithe bagle, T this cloment of our Bative speeh, allow me to direet your
ottention.

Gentlemen, said D, Wisdom, the lova of oor mothertomgue ehonld ba
strong a8 death. Tt is the epecch of bome aod the beeart, aond containe trenmures
of saored memory.  Whe can frgel, or négleet it auvd ook wound the desrest
intgreats of his padured

The AngleBaxen i3 our todther-tongue. The Freneh portion of our fan-
guage is sscsigted with wrong and cppressien A few memories of tasle
rolieve this picture of it The Latin part belonge to arts, sclencas and abstrac-
tiona The other elememts, which enter into its composition, wre pony axotics,
It is otherwise with the Anaro-SBaxon. It formos the root, ik, and beaaty of

Gentlémen, oootinned the Doclor, T wish yeu wouald weigh this metter, and
render m just verdict for sur mothertongus, The verdict, which T wsk, is a
rexrzREngE o tha Latin and Freoch portione of the Enplish langusge in the
edocation of our children. The grousds o whish 1 ask this verdict sce weighty
and just

1. Tex EABLY WORDS OF AOWE ARE ANoLo-Saxow. Tt furnishes us with the
names of husband and wife, father aod mother, son and danghder and child,
brother and sistar, friends and Kindred, and home iself

% Tee wouna oF rEX EEiny ARR ARaco-Baxos, Buch are love, hope,
morrow, fasr, tear, emile, blush, laughter, weeping, and sighing,

B. THE Wompa OF TANLY LR amr Awaco-Saxow, And who can cverrato
their power? The fundations of the mind are laid amids; the ohjeots for
wwhich they stand, and their asosiationa,

4, THE WORNA WHIOH BTAND FOR SENSIFLE TEINGS ALE MAINLT Aworo-Saxow:
such, for instanse, #4 the aun, moon, atars, water, earth, Bpring, Aummer, winter,
dsy, oight, heat, cold , and nearly all'cor badily setions. These are the worde
wiapted to childhood.

5. TEE WORDH OF FEACTIOAL TIFE Anx Awato-Saxon. The farmer, the mer-
chant, the laborer and salesman wee this part of owr langunge. The nanes of
thair insiruments are madoly Aogho-Saxon,

6. THE WORDS THAT MARE FPECIAL VARITTIES OF ORJECTA, QUALITIES, AND
agriges, aB® Ansio-Saxoy, and give pacntinr weight and pednt to eur langusge.

7. Tex craMuaR oF T0E Emormon Laxovacr 1 Aweio-Baxox. Ite strue
turd, ddiorn, and infections are derived from fhia soarce.
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., On these gromds I rest my claim for a preferancs of oor mother-tomgoe s
the baria of education in the English langusge. It ia admirsbly adspted to
childhood, and espable of prodocing reenlts, affocting happlly the mind, heari,
and life of oor children.

Dr. Wisdotn sontinued : Oreanting on a verdist agreeabls to thess views,
allow o now Lo make wme soggestions on the atudy of orthograply.

Tha spezking and rpelfimg of cor langnage ara widely differsnt  This is
apparent to every reflecting mind. Indeed, tha diferencs is so grest that it
I almost uselom to give any rulse.  What ia to ba dote] Bhall we write 84
we apell | Shail we lop off evary letter that dosa not enter inte the promon-
ciation of the wird? By oo medna T would ook tear away ol d aesecialions, sod
effacs: the earty records of the history of Engliah pimi, as seen in tha form of
our words. I would learn the spokea langusge by the zas, and the writtem
languags by the xxs.  This is a simple remedy for the evil, and the only cer-
tain way of acquiring cral and written speach.

T would tench tha smewre of our Ianguags alao, waid D, Wisdom, Tha
cormon prantice i ofberwise, Analyxia is praforred o syothesis, T woold
reverse thia order. ~ 1 wonld begin with the rodical word, show the procass of
derivalion sod composition, and point out the erchangee of ooe part of spesch
for another,  Dn hie way, the ebild would ke intodicsd to e fomation of
his language. Indend, he would form the lanposge himesl{; asd it would be to
bim as & Living thing, besaore it woold ba the expression of his own mind  To
make this mode of studying cor language cemplets, I would always link the
worde with the things for which they statd, and reduee Ehem ko practice Al oote,
by giviog insfoncer. I woold also arvanga them in families, or gFroupe, under
the leading Toetoa of thonght, and thue lnk them for ever to the objeets to
which they ralale,

It remnains, added Dr. Wisdom, {0 define the rrace of the atudy of
English orthography. There is danger of introduocing it too early into the
coursa of edusation. Tt should recelvs atention from the beginning; bat its
study, a8 such, shoald be commented afber the elements of Eoglish grammar
bave been mastared. And why1 Tha etedy of orthography should embrace
definition and the use of words in scntences. Tmatances should complete every
axercisa.  Now, these things canoct be attendedl to without somes knowledge of
grammar. e roun muel be defred by the noun, and the verb by the weh,

Buch, gentlemean, i our mothertongoe in outline We are proud of it. If
olber languages are like the scimetar of Saladin, bright and keen, the Anglo-
Bazoa ia like the maca of Richard, & thing of power. [t is well used ouly by
o0z man on this continent,

But, gentlemen, the Anglo-Saxon is oot all the English language. The
Gothie, Ceitic, French, Latin, aod Greek elements are invested with muoch
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interest; and mont bo called up to your attention st oo distant day. T mm em-
bitioga, I wish to hasten the dawn of & pew ern in educktion. The lime is
&t band, when the profeascr of the Eogliah language shall st side by side with
the doctors of Latin and Greek ; but he shall do so on the condition of placing
the old Anglo-Haxon above the classics, and making Alfred sad Caedmon and
Bede more booorable than Virgil and Homer. Gentlemen, our old moiber-
tongue hes endored two captivitien : coc soder the Horman-French, the other
oinder the Latio and Greek. From the former, it was dalivered under the reign
of & king: from the latter, it is about to retum onder s president.
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