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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

Aporr thirty-five yesrs aro My, Beecher prouped his *Bix
Lectures te Young Men " and gllowed them to be published for
the benefit of a young fiend who was about beginuing bosi-
mess; and althouph more then fifty thousand copies of that boolk
have been printed, notil reeently b brought vo meoms wooits
anthor.  Sines that time, in one way and snother, varions books
from Mr. Beecher'a pen have been issued by different publishers,
sad, while weleomed by the reading public, have been treated
by their anthor with more or less indifferemce, The * Lacturez
to Young Men ™ two series of “SBlar Papins,” © Fruit, Flowers,
and Farming" “ Eves and Eoarz,”" * Roval Truths" “ Norwood,"
“ Lecture-Room Talls," and other works, are widely known, bot
have bhitherto been printed in difercot eitics, in vaeyboe styles,
- by separate bouses, '

The nndersigned, having in hand the publication of the regalar
authorized weekly reports of Mr. Beecher's Sermone (issued thus
far in eix nniform octave volumes), and of hiz most elaborate and
i:l.upﬂrla.nl hiterary worls, the * Lile of Jesus the Chost,” have
thought it dae to him that his works should be gathered together
by them, and as many az gonld conveniently be put forth in the
size and style of the present book should be issued in a ¥ Uni-
Jorm Author's Copyright Edition.”

In pursunpes of Lhia design, the © Leetures oo Preaching ™ are
herewith presented to the publie, to be bllowed at brief intervals
hjf others of Mr Brecher's works.

J. B. FORD & CO., Pullishers.
Kew Yorg, June, 1872.
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: LETTER.

TneoLocicAL DEPARTMENT, YALE COLLEGE,
Feh. 23, 1372,
Rev. Mesny Wary BeEpcnEen

Dear S, — Allow us to oxpress our hirh estimation of the
Lectures on Preaching given by you in the Marquand Chapel to
the students of this Department.  We value them for the views
whicl they give of eloguence in general, and of that eloguenee
in partienlar which seeks to save men by the exposition aml appli-
colion of Uwe gospel. We valoe them for Wheir stimelating and
inspiring effeet on the bearers, and for the high ideal which they
hold up boefore ministers and stodents for the ministey, Wo can-
not bnt hope that in some form of publication they will have a
wider nsalnlness, not only among stndents preparing for the min-
istey, bul among prescherz of the gospel in all the chprehes. It
iz with grest satislpetion thel we loak lorward to the cujoyment
of other courses from you in snocessive years.

The Lyman Beecher Tectoreship which was founded by your
paristioner, Mr. Swre, and of which you gre o fity the ineum-
bent, promizes to exceed in usefulness our highest expectations.

Yours traly,

LEONARD BACON,

{ Deeturer on Churel Polify, ¢ie)
SAMUEL HARRIS,

(Prof. of Systematic Theology.)
GEORGE E. DAY,

(Prof. of Hebrew and Ritbical Theology.)
JAMES M. MOPTIN,
(Prof. of Homilctics and the Pastoral Charge.)

GEORGE P. FISIHER,

(Frof. of Eeclesinstioal History.)
TIMOTHY DWIGHT,

(Prof. of Sacred Lilerature.)



to found o L(Enl-lll‘ﬁillp on T'rr_auhmg in tha
Divinity School at Yale College, New Haven,
Conn. In honor of my father, it was styled the Lyyax
Bercarr LEcropesillr o¥ PREACIHING. As this tatle
implies, it was the desipn of the domor and of fhe
Theological Facully to secure & more perfect prepara-
tion of voung men for preaching, as the highest act
of the Christian ministry, by providing for (hem, in
addition to their general and professional studies, a
course of pracitical instruction in the art of preaching,
to be given by those actively engaged in the practice
of it. At the request of boeth the Founder and the
Theological Facunlty, | consented to serve as Lecturer
in this course for three consecufive vears.

Bince each class, however, passes through a three-
years' course, it was deemed desirable that the lectures



Vi FPREFACE

should not be condensed into a single course of twelve,
to be repeated in substance each year, but that they
should be so enlarged and divided as to give to each
year its separate and distinet topics. 1 have therefore
considered in this, the first year, chiefly the personal
elements which bear an important relation to preaching.

The second year will deal with the auxiliary forces
and external implements by which the preacher pre-
pares the way for the sermon, or gathers up its fruit:
the eonduet of publie service, of prayer-meetings, and
of social gatherings of every kind; ihe funection of
music in public wership; the methods of dealing with
new ficlds of labor; the dircetion of climreh-work in
old communities, — in short, a consideration of social
and religious machinery as connected with preaching.

I purpose to discuss during the third year the
method of using Christian doctrines, in their relations
to individual dispositions and to the wants of commu-
nities.

It will therefore be seen that this volume contains
only one division of the whole course of lectnres.

The discourses here given were wholly unwritten,
and were familiar conversational addresses, rather
than elaborate speeches. I have not been able to
revise the reporter’s notes, or to correct the proofs of
the printer. If any are offended by literary infelicities,
it may placate them to know that I am more annoyed



PREFACE vii

than they can be. The phonographic report of the
lecture on “ Sermon-Making,” when prepared for the
press, unaccountably disappeared, and was never re-
gained. T was obliged to dictate a new lecture in
the best way I could. These who heard the course
may by this circumstance explain the difference The-
tween what they read and what they remember to

Lhave heard.
HENRY WALRD BEECHER.

BrooEryx, W, Y., June, 1872,




