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PREFACE.

Iw offering this work to the wotld, I do so with a full convie-
tion that it contains principles that will be of Jasting henefit
to the human race. Having devoted twenty-five yeam to the
investigation of the subject on which it treats, I speak om the
anthority of expericnce derived from observation

‘When it was observed to s seientific pretender, that facts
ware &t varianee with the hypothesia which be had advanced,
he replied indignantly, “Bo much the worse for the facta”
Langunage like this was cominon to all scientific expounders
antecedent to the seventeenth century. The shadow of &
mighty name was worshipped, and Mahommedan, Jew, and
Christian vied with each other in hugging the chain of scho-
lastie. bondage, deeming a quotation from Ariatotle adequata
to wstablivh the grosscst absurdify, or fo refute the most
obvious truth.

At the commencement of the seventeenth century appesred
one of those master-minds that arise at different stages of
hiuman advancement in intellectual progresa, With his search-
ing glance he detected the absurdities of the schoolmen, snd
exposed them with a vigorous mind snd unsparing hand. He
dethroned the Aristotelian idol, which for ages had received
the blind fealty of a world ; and fortunately for science wnd
humanity he attemptod not to substitute an G40 ol de owm.
This great msn was Lord Bacon, who ﬁmﬂm‘ﬁ.ﬁﬂa,m
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vi PREFACE.

obaerved that man was her servant and interpreter, and knew
nothing but what he derived by experience on the order of
her phenomena ; and maintained that all our knowledge must
be acquired by ohservation,

To observe facts is, then, the first great business of the in-
vestigator. Facts may be divided into the presented and the
produced. The first being such as nature offers to our notice
withont any interference of our own ; the second being such
88 ocour in consequence of vur putting in action causes and
agents over which we have control. Those Tast named are
usually called experiments, and their production and observa-
tion Lord Bacon terms * asking questions of Nature” Thus
the inerease of a child from infaney to manhood is a fact pre-
sented to our obagrvation. But the conduefing of a chemieal
analysia, to determine that a eertain maferial comtains pro-
pertien, is a produced fact or experiment. Tt must, however,
be boroe in mind that if facts are well serntinised and verified,
they are of equal value whether presented or prodoced. But
the preeented fucts are slmest the only ones employed in
phrenological imveatigation.

Observation, then, being the orly true method of Iaying &
foundation for the diecovery and establishment of truth, we
shpuld dismiss from oor minds all preconeeived notions of
what should be or might be, and try carefully to ascertain
what €z,

It may be well to notice that the invemtion and construc-
tion of the mathematical instrument pamed the I'ERENG-
FPHYBIOMETRE are the productions of my own mental and phy-
gieal labour—so alse is the MopeL HeaD. The illustrations
are from photographs taken by myself to a reduced seale of
one-fifth the natursl size : every care has been taken to render
these perfect, so that a correct estimate may be formed
of the patural size of each head, and the relative and
sbsolute guantities in position of the various sectioms of

the disgrams, which will be found of great practies) valne



PREFACE. vii

to the reader in arriving at o clear view of the geometrical
department of the aubject.

In the course of my investigations I found it necessary
to make a practical examination of every branch of know-
ledge, hoth artistical and scientifie, that was at all likely to
afford me any sssistance in the development of my views;
and so far T bave little to regret, although the labour has
been very great

The work, then, ia given to the public with the hope that
it will be read with candoor, and that the facts addueced,
though not presented in the most perfect manner, will have
their proper weight.

To the examination of an intelligent public, therefure, the
work is regpectfully committed by

THE AUTHOR.



PREFACE T0 THE SBECOND EDITION,

‘THE great favour with which the first edition of this work
wae received, not only by the public but by the press, has
been extremely gratifying to me. The rapid sale of the
first lorge impression indicates an increased and incrusaing
attention paid to the subject.

lo giving my views to the world, I did so with a full
conviction that soeiety wus willing to receive new truth with
candour, when fuirly presented ; and the very cordisl recep-
tion the work has met with has far exceeded my most san-
guine expectations

THE ATTHOR.
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