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PREFACE.

THE poems of the author of * Lead, Kind-
Iy Light ".need no recommendation o the
public. Wherever the English language 135
spoken, that hymn is a favorite 7 it has given
expression and assuagement to thousands
groping in the darkness of spiritual conflict
or of bereavement, who will like (o see what
else of the kind the author bhas produced.
And though there may be nothing with the
same [amiliar sound ond sweet associations,
there iz much to repay study, and not a Iit-
tie that i& worthy to be counted among a
hymn-lover's treasures for evermaores

John Henry Newman is almost cogval with
the century, in the religious history of which
his name will occupy so prominent a place,
The cutward facts of his life are few and

quickly told ¢ of his intellectual caveer only a
1l
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brie/ outline can bere be-given, He was
born in London, Februany zist, 18cr ;@ he
entzred Tamty College, (xford, 1816 ; was
elected Fellow of Oriel Collese, 1522 received
orders in the English Churcly 1824 ; was Vice-
Principai of Alban Hall, under D, Whatzly,
182z=-26 ; tator of Oricl, 182032 ; Vicar of
8t. Alan’s, Oxford and Litdemore, 1828-43;
editor of the ** British Critic,” 1838-11.  Dut
he iz best known as the chiclmover i that
preat religious upheaval of our age, the final
effects of which none of us will hive Lo trace,
variously known as the ** Oxford,” the ** High
Church ™ and the **Tractanan Movement,”
—the last and most Charactenstic ol these
namas being denved from the celebrated se-
nes of ““I'racts for the Times," to which he
was much the largest contritmator,  'The ¢los-
ing one was the mows o, XCU7an attempt
o regoncile the ** XNXIN, Arbeles™ with the
canons amd decrecs of the Counctl of Trent,
which rowsed =0 muell alarm and indignation
as o compel los diccesan wo request the dis-
continuance of the seres.  Newman obeyed,
bet under protest ; and his tendencies became
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more and more pronounced, until, by a log-
cal necessity, in bSeptember, 1843, his last
wordls as an Anglican clergyman were spoken
to a small gathzrngy of fiends and puplls in
his home-chapel at Littlemore, and in the
following QOctober, he was received into the
conununion «f the Roman Catholic Church.
In 1846, he visited Rome, was admitted to
the priesthood, joincd the Omtory of =St
Philip Neri, founded a branch thereol in Eng-
gland on his return thither, in 1835, and has
spent mosi of his life since as the Head of the
Birminzham Houose —albeit, in 1832, he
founded the Roman Cathelic University at
Dublin, and acted as its Rector untl 1353,
He was made Cardinal, May 12th, 1874

In 1864, he published hiz ** Apologia pro
Vita Sua,” which gives a histwory of the dzvel-
opment of hiz religious opinions from s
vouth up, and furmishes much incidenml ev-
dence that his mental and spiritual constitu-
tion was of the sort which seems almost pre-
destined to find 15 final home in the KRoman
fold. He says of his school-days : ** 3y 1m-
agFination ran on unknown influences, on mag-
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ical powers amd talsmans. . . Dihought
life might be a dream, or 1 an angel, and all
thiz world a deception ; my [eliow-angels by a
playiul device concealing themsalves from me,
and deceiving me with the semblanee of a
materal world.™  And amin ; T was very za-
perstitious . . . and used constanty 1o cross
myscll when soing into the dark : vet he
could **make no sort of conjecture™ whence
this practice was derivedl. Tl also mentions
A *f deep imagination, ™ that he was called to a
celibate life, which tonk possession of him in
181, and strengthencd his ** feeling of separa-
tion from a visible world. ™ During his tvirty-
six vears of residence at Osfond, he was broughl
into mere or Jess intmate relations  with
Whately, Weble, Pascy, Mozley, the Frowdes,
the Wilberforees, cw, He was  counted
austere amd reserved by some, kindly and gen-
ial by others, —the truth seeming to be that he
was reserved by mature, and especiatly so with
stmngers and antipathetic persons, but krew
how 1o unbend and be companionable and
delightiul 10 his friends. It s plain that he
exerted a powerlul influence upon those admit-



