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PREFACE TOQ THE FIRST EDITION.

HI3 work is a sort of primer of the legal prin-
eiples relating to the law of Domestic Rela
tions. It is an attempt to present a brief but eom-
prehensive summary of the hody of this law, re it is
furnished in the grest works of Mr, Bishop and Mr.
Schouler, bearing the same title, and in Mr. Wood's
excellent troatize on Master and Servant.
1t Las long been & wonder {0 me that a novice can
ever learn the laws from the great cemmentaries, so
loaded with sutherities, so bampered with distinec-
tions, so diffuse in discussion; and it has sesmed to
me desirable that there should be clementary books
to put into the hends of students, leading up to the
commentarios. I have ofton felt, in my lebors us
practitioner, editor, reporter, and leecturer, that such
books would frequently serve & useful purpose as
manuels for those whe have passed their novitiste,
and who ara called upon suddenly to refresh or con-
firm their memories, or direct their resesrches, I
have endeavored fo give roferences to the latest
decisions, 83 an especial ald to practitioners. Such
works as the present are not designed to superseds,



iv PREFACE,

but to preface, and perhaps accompany, the elaborate
treatises.

My obligations, in the present volume, to Mr.
Bishop and Mr. Wood, and more especially to Mr.
Schouler, are evident. « These writers have exhavsted
their subjects. The art of the author of such & book
as this consists in expressing principles with the
greatest conciseness and simplicity, and in knmowing
what o leave cut. How well I havo succesded in
this task—not & very easy onc—must be loft to
otheras to pay. If I have in acy degree simplified
the learning of the law by the student, I shall be

satisfiad.
LB

ALwawy, Bupt. 1, 1833
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