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MILTON.

FIRST PERIOD. 1606—163%.

CHAPTER L
FAMILY—§0H00L— 00LLEGT.

Ix the seventesnth century it was not the custom to pub
ligh two volumea npon every man or woman whose name
had appeared on g title-page.  Nor, where lives of anthors
were written, were they written with the redundeney of
particulars which is now allowad. Especially are the lives
of the poeta and dramatists chesure snd meagrely recorded.
Of Milton, however, we know more personal datails than
of any men of letters of that age. Edward Phillips, the
poet’s nephew, who was brought up by his unecls, and
lived in habits of intercourse with him to the laat, wrote
a life, brief, inexact, superficial, but valoable from the
nearneas of the writer to the subject of his memoir, A
cotemporary of Milton, John Aubrey (b. 1625), “a very
honest mwan, snd aceuarate in his eecounts of matters of
fact,” as Toland saye of him, made it his businesa to learn
all he could about Milton's habite, Aubrey was himself
»



