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Seventyfive Pears

THE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

——

or

CHARLES GORDON AMES

Miwiver of the Church of the Diveiples, Boston

OcToRer 3, 1503
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lore than all speech the Sllemt Sreder saith;
AN Tatos of life axe aviicles of faith;
Who lobes anbl gecks for good, beholb he prageth!






foretword.

The large parlora of the Church of the Disciples were crowded,
Saturday afternoon, with parishioners and friends who gathered
to celebrate the seventy-fifth birthday of Dr. Charles Gordon
Ames. The rooms were beautiful with brilliant autumn leaves
and clustered barberry branches, and the faces of the people
were radiant with the spirit of the occasion. *We are glad he
was born, and we are glad to be his friends,” was the prevailing
thought which found frequent expression. Seventy-five years
are not many when one reaches the end of them with such firm
hold on life’s best interests and such youthiul forward-looking
for good yet to come. Successive speakers paid tribute to Dr.
Ames's manliness, his faith and goodness, and told of the help
he has been in uncounted ways, even to lives that have
barely touched his own; but, after all, the impression left by
the afterncon was even less of admiration for noble work ac-
complished than of the love he has won and kept. Loving
friendship shuts him in and holds him close, and the sure evi-
dence of it must be dearer to him than any amount of praise
and honor.

The first hour was given to informal greetings and congratu-
lations. Dr. and Mm. Ames stood with children and grand-
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children about them, making each friend feel a specisl, pemonal
welcome. Mr. Edward A. Chureh presided over the more
formsal part of the reception,

Mr. Frank Lynes, the organist of the church, opened the ex-
ercises with a piano solo, and wes followed by the various
apeakers herein veported. But no report can possibly do jus-
tice to the spirit and feeling which characterized these expreas-
sions of esteem and affection. An stiempt is here made, how-
ever, to preserve some formal record of an oceasion so memo-
rable to those who shared in its happiness, with a thought also
for the friends who could be present only in spirit, but who
were equally entitied to a participation in the high festival.
Future readers, alao, may be glad in this testimony of & noble
peat, and children’s children be proud of this record of their
sire,

Representative selections from the letters of many friends
have been added, and a poem by William Lloyd Garrison. The
closing chapter—a discoursa preached in the Church of the
Disciples on the day following the celebration—seemed so
much & part of the exercises sa to make the printing of it both
desirable and imperative.

The selected verses at the beginning and the close of the
volume are from the poems of Dr. Amea.



