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PREFATORY,

Littie.is known of mony of the heroes of the ¢ Days
of Seventy-5ix,”" and much less of the noble women of
that most ianteresting period of owr Nation's history,
The object of the writer of these brief sketches is not
omly to present some faets eonceruing those to whom as
Children of Revolutionary Sirves we owe so much; but to
being, in sharp contrast, the patriofism, suffericgs, and
self-denials, of that band of Awmevican dames, with the
frivolity and disloyalty of those women of the metvop-
¢z, which made the oceupation of Philadelphia by the
British in the Winter of 1777=78 0 round of gayety, [t
is a well-known Tael, lost sight of by many readers of
historic fetion, that the saviors of our country at Vaolley
Forge, in their raggedness and misery, would have
starved, had it not been for thal devoted band of true.
hearted loving women whose homes were on or lying neay
the frontiers of our grand old Commonwealll,  Without
embellishment or fulsome laudation, facts arve simply
given—and these solely to feach that patriotism is one
thing, while loyalty without philnpilropy is another,
These briel sketches of the Matrous of the Declaration
are inseribed to @ The Daaghters™ who will find harvest-
fields in Penveylvanin eevolvtionavy history which will
vield themn richer, nay, worthier gloauings thare the tan
oft threshed straw of New Huglond fetion.
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MATRONS OF THE REVOLUTION.

ELIZABETH WILKINS ALLISON.

Flizabeth Wilkins, daughicr of Robert Wilkins, was born
in Donegal township, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, July
To17d4 Her parents were earty settles and prominent per-
sons in that live of Scoteli-Ieish ploneers.  She was a
wouin of edneation and refinement.  Tn 1762 she married
John Allizon, o native of the Cumberland Valley, where
he waz horn December 20, 1738, His fzther, William Al-
lizom, wns o nutive of the north of Treland, came to Awerica
about the year 1750, Iocated at first in Donegal, aned zubse-
quently in what was altersards Aobedim township, Cam-
berland county.  Jobun Allisin. e second son, received
a thorough English and elassieal edneation, and heeame
a man of prominence on the frontios.  In Oetober, 1764,
he was commizsioned one of the provineial magistrates, and
recommizsioned in 1Y60,. At a meeting of the eitizens of
the connty, held al Carlizle on July 12, 1774, he was op-
pointed on the ecomunittee of observation for Camberland,
and became quite active in the contest for Independence.
He was & member of the Provincinl Conference hebd at
Carpenter’s Hall, 18th of Jone, 1976, and chosen by that
body one of the judges of the clection of members of the
first Constitutional Convention for the second division of
the county at Chambershurg,  He eommanded the Second
Battalion of Cwunberlond Connty Associators during the
Jarsey campaizns of 1376 aud 1777 He was a member
of the General Azsembly in 1778, 1750 and 1781, In the
latter year he laid out the town ol {Greencastle which
has grown to he one of the most prominent fowns in the



