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PREFACE,

Tusce Bermons haye been committed to the Prem in
deference o the wishes expressed by a great number of my
own Congregation, a8 well as by other members of the
Jewish Community. But, while complying with these
withes, I feel it vy duty to repeat here emphatically what
I have mentioned in the body of this Jirtle work,—that
it in intended for defemcs, and not for aféescs. It was mot
my purpose when I deliversd these Discourses, nor ia it
my intention in now printing them, to attack the religion
professed by the majority of our countrymen, My object
is simply to acquaint my brethren in faith with the troe
meaning of the pamapges in the Bible, which are com-
moaly cited by theclogians in support of the dogmas of
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Chrigtianity ¢ and to expose the unsoundness of interpre-
tations, which are dissemingted among s by missionarics
with a zeal as misguided in ite motives, as it is barren in
regults,

I have given in the following pages what I conceve to
be the true explanguons of those passages; they have
been culled, in the main, from the wridngs of the prin-
cipal commentators on the Bible and of owr refigious phile-
sophers. 1 have zlso derived considerable assistance from
the controversial works bearing upon the aubject, such as
fghyiat Pﬂ'ﬂ by R. Isaac Troki, nﬂ‘_‘.‘} by R. Lipp
man Mihlhausen, and NS FHADBND RS M2
Nm by R, Iaac Lopez.

With the exception of some pecessary revisions, the
Sermons ac printed in the same form 28 that in which
they were delivered. T have, for this reason, retslned the
brief exhortations which were addressed to young con-
gregants on the occasion of ther becoming MY =13
{attaining their religious majority). I have also added
the Sermon preached last Pentecost ; for, although it did
not farm a portion of the course, it treated of a kindred
topic,

A few of the subjects touched upon in these papes,



PREFACE, v

have for the reason above mentoned been treated with
less explicitness than their importance would seem to
demand. T ardently hope, that T have acted judicicusly,
bath in what I have said, and in what I have left unsaid,

May these Scrmons contribute, by the blessing of God,
to achicve the object, which must be dear to the heart of
every Imaelita—to vindicate the truth of his heaven-born
Fith !
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My pEar BRETHREN,

JurAlsw is mot a proselytizing faith: it
seeks neither to make converts mor to attack
other creeds, helieving as it does that *the
sincere and virtuous professors of every religion
may hope to enjoy future bliss.”* But Judaism
is at the same time fAlled with the greatest soli-
citude to defend the citadel of its faith from all
assaults; Judaism is exceedingly jealous not to
allow one single member of its flock to stray
from the fold.

* Maimonides, Hilchoth Mclachim, chap. wili, 10, 11
Tezhuba, chzp. iii, 6,
B



