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PREFACE.

S a pifture of the manners and cuftoms of the
d Vagabond population of Central Europe before

gd the Reformation, I think this little bock, the
earlieft of its kind, will be found interefting. The fa&t of
Luther writing a Preface and editing it gives it at once
fome degree of importance, and excites the curiofity of the
ftudent.

In this country the Liber Fagatorsm is almoft un-
kpown, and in Germzny only a few [cholars and anti-
quaries are acquainted with the book.

In tranflating it I have endeavoured as much as peffible
to preferve the [pirit and peculiarities of the original.
Some may objedt to the flyle as being oo antique; buc
this garb I thought preferved a fmall portion of the original



-

vi Preface.

quaintnefs, and was beft fuited to the period when it was
written.
For {everal explanations of old German words, and
other hints, I am indebted to a long notice of the Liber
Fagaterum, which occurs in the % Wiemarifches Jahr-
buch,” ro', Band, 1856,—the only article of any moment
that [ know to have been written on the little book.
‘With refpeft to the facfimile woodcut, as it was too
large to occupy a place on the otle, as in the original (of
4to. fize), it is here given as a frontifpiece,
Perhaps fome apology is required for the occafional ufe

 of phin-fpoken, net to fay coarle words, I can only urge,

in juftification of their adeption, that the pature of the
fubjeft would not admit of their being [bftened,—unlefs
indeed at the expenfe of the narrative. As it is, I have
fent forth this edition in very much more refined language
than the great Reformer thought neceffary when iffuing
the old German verfion.

J.C H.

Piceadilly,
June 1, 185a.
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INTRODUCTION.

TUSIAGABONDS and Begpars are ancienr
A8 blots in the hifory of the world. Idle-
/f2 4 nefs, I fuppofe, exifted before civiliza-
Emsinteidad {on began, but feigned diftrels muift
certa:mly have been pradtifed focn after.

In the records of the Middle Ages enadtments
for the fuppreflion and ordering of vagrancy con-
tinually occur.  In this country, as we fhall {ee di-
reily, laws for its abolifhment were paffed at a very
carly date,

The begging {yflem of the Friars, perhaps more
than any other caufe, contributed to fwell the ranks
of vagabonds. Thefe religious mendicants, who had
longbeen increafing innumber and diffolutenefs, gave

b




