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FAMILIAR LETTERS

oN
- THE REAL ARGUMENT PECULIAR T0 THE QUEITION

oF

Catholic Emancipation,

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE EARL OF DONOUGHMORE.

-1t is only by unioo, close and intimate union, that Great Britoin
™ can, in this dreadfol convalsion of the world, defend ber soil, protect
% her people, awd maintiin ber independence ™

' Lorp Gaasrizie's Leller.

It is high time, off thess odious distinctions should be forgotten, ami
for eyer lost im oblivion, England, Ircland, and Scotland, thue united,
we are yet, with all oor political decrepitide, aml bellizerent wounds,
& greal, @ powerfol, and invincible nation, fully competent specdily
te regain our wonted imperial pre-emincuce over both the moral and
physical world, Paye 240,

e —

BY P. MOORE, ESQ. M.P.

LONDON :
Printed fur J. S, Jomoay, Kenlish Town ;
LD BY SUERWODD, NEELY, AND JOXNES, 70, PATERNOSTER ROW
AND €, SHARP, 33), STRAXD, OFPUSITE
SOMERSET NOURE.
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THESIE desultory emusements, not ori-
sinally designed for the Press, arc now com-
mitted to if, af the particular instance of the
Author's private and pefitical Friends, most
anaeously interested in Hie national dignity and
security ;  indebted  for thefr present fanciful
arrangement to the itngowwily of lhe shkalful

Typographer,

Pranued by Madilanad mnsd Bomy
Ll W wry Landaie
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TO TIE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE EARL OF DONOUGHMORE,

&e. d'r:.‘c.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

ITAVE long intended myself the pleasure of

thanking you for the printed copy of your Speech
in the House of Lords, on the question of Catholic
Emascipation; but, really, [ have not found that
time at my disposal which the importance of the
subject required. Since the prorogation of Parlia-
ment, I have been engaged in various pursuits: but
more especially in examining the numerous reports
of our several Comutittees of the last, in order to be
prepared for the discussion of their various matters in
the approaching scssions. These form a task of no
ordinary undertaking, multiplied too, as it has been,
in order clearly to comprehend them, by the necessity
of again adverting to many previous reports intimately
connected with thewm,

It had been said to me, by my late friend Mr. Fox,
on the very important subject of India, “ You really
“ terrify us with the very appearance of each separate

: B - % document.
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“ document. Every voucher is a volume of no ordi-
“ nary size; and the intellect is blunted with dismay
* before we can advance beyond the title-page.” If
this was the feeling of that comprehensive mind ig .
ordinary oceurrences, great allowance must be made
for the present most extraordinary sccumulation of
three years’ growth, under a cautious, slow, delibe-
rating, and managing Committee (involved in vast
created difficulties) constantly sitting; whose duty it
has been to prepare such a clear and intelligible state-
ment on the affairs of India for the long period of
seventeen years, since the last renewal of the Com- -
pany's charter, as shall enable the House and the
Nation to form a comprehensive judgment of the
value and resources of British India; how far the past
trust of this extensive and important empire to the
East India Company has been cultivated with honour,
fidelity, and advantage becoming the national cha-
racter and national expectations; and whether it can
be considered politic and wise to continue the exclu-
gsive rights of this invaluable jurisdiction to the same
system of management, thereby positively precluding
all intercourse with the whole subjects of the empire
(and especially Ireland, Eo.r'inhl:-,r endowed by nature
for commereial advantage) ultimately interested in the
nation’s rights, locking up its resources, suffocating
commercial enterprise, divesting the subject of all
human discretion peculiar to his situation in life, be-
numbing the facuities which both countries produce,
destroying experience, and virtually incapacitating the
maeculine activity of either under a close monopoly—

and
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and this, too, at a period when we are blindly explor-
ing every region of the earth for new sources inviting
traffic and commercial adventure. This subject, I
fear, little understood, and less attended to, in point
of national value and national strength, second to none
which concerns the vitality and stability of the British
empire but Ireland, forms of itself maoy folio volumes.
Add to these ithe whole of the Finance Reports and
Accounts, and especially those of 1797 and 1708, so
aceyrately and so judiciously arranged by our present
able Speaker, and for which, as I stated in the House,
“ no honours in the gift of the crown, no reward
“ which the nation itself could bestow, could be too
“ great;” from whence I date the real and truly in-
teresting value of parliamentary records as implicating
the national resources, inasmuch as they produced the
first annual accounts of the public income and expen-
diture, which have ever since been continued. When
I tell you, that the deliberate examination of all these,
and other reports, perhaps more interesting to others
better acquainted with the subjects of them, have
been amongst my daily amusements during the recess;
even you, my dear friend, though in the habit of great
application to national cbjects, will not be of opinion
that my time has been passed idly, however unprofit-
ably to myself, and apparently negligent of the expec-
tation which, on your leaving town, I led you to
entertain of your soon hearing from me on the subject
of the national and constitutional incorporation of
IreJand with England.

B 2 I have



