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THE FORTY-NINERS

CIIAPTER 1
SPANISIH DAYS

ThE dominant people of California have been
successively  aborigines, conguistadores, monks,
the dreamy, romantic, unenergetic peoples of
Spain, the roaring mélange of Forty-nine, and
finally the modern citizens, who are so distinetive
that they bid fair to become a subspecies of their
own. This modern society has, in its evolution,
something unigue.  To be sure, other countries
also have passed through these same phases. But
while the processes have consumed a leisurely five
hundred years or 50 elsewhere, here they have
been subjected to foreed growth.

The tourist traveler is tnelined to look apon the
erumbling yet beautiful remains of the old mis-

sions, those venerable relies in a bustling modern
1



2 THE FPORTY-NINERS
land, as he looks upon the enduriag remains of old
Rome. Yet there are today many unconsidered
New Epgland farmhouses older than the oldest
western mission, and there are men now living
who witnessed the passing of Spamnish California.
Though the existence of California had been
known for centuries, and the dates of her first visi-
tors are many hundreds of years old, nevertheless
Spain attempted no actual oecupation until she
was forced to it by political necessity.  Tntil that
time she had little use for the country. After
carly investigations had exploded her dream of
more treasure cities similar to those looted hy
Cortés and Pizarro, her interest promptly died.
But in the latter part of the eighteenth century
Spain began to awake to the importance of action,
Fortunately ready to her hand was a tried and
tempered weapon.  Just as the modern statesmen
turn to commereial penctration, so Spain turned,
as always, to religious cccupation. She made
use of the missionary spirit and she sent forth
her expeditions ostensibly for the purpose of con-
terting the'heathen.  The result was the so-called
Sacred Expedition under the leadership of Juni-
pero Berra and Portold.  In the face of incredible
hardships and discouragements, these devoted,



SPANISH DAYS 3
if narrow and smple, men suceeeded in establish-
ing o string of missions from San Diego to Sonoma,
The energy, self-sacrifice, and persistence of the
members of this expeditton furnish inspiring read-
ing today and show elearly of what the Spanish
character at its best is eapable.

For the next thirty years after the founding of
the first mission in 1769, the grasp of Spain on
Caltfornin was assured.  Alen who could do, suffer,
and endure occupied the land.  They made their
mistakes in judgment and in methods, but the
strong fiber of the ploneer was there,  The original
pudres were almost without  exception zealous,
devoted to poverty, uplifted by a fanatie desire
to further their cause. The original Spanish
tempaoral leaders were in general able, energetie,
courageous, and not afraid of work or fearful of
disaster,

At the end of that period, however, things
began to suffer a change.,  The Hime of pioncering
came to an end, and the new age of material
prosperity began.,  Evils of various sorts crept
in. The pioneer priests were in some mstances
replaced by men who thought more of the flesh-
pot than of the altar, and whose treatment of the
Tndians left very much to be desired. Squabbles
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arose belween the civil and the religious powers.
Envy of the missions’ immense holdings undoubt-
edly had its inflnence.  The fnal result of the
struggle could not be avoided, and in the end
the complete secularigation of the missions took
place, amd with this inevitable change the real
imfluence of these religious outposts came to an
endl.

Thus before the advent in California of the
American as an American, and not as a traveler
or a naturalized citizen, the mission had disap-
!'.Il_‘FlI'r.'{I. from the land, and the land was inhabated
by arace calling itself the gente de razdn, in presumed
contradistinetion toe human beasts with no reason-
ing powers, OF this period the lay veader finds such
conflicting accounts that he either is hewildered
or else boldly indulges his prejudices,  According
to one school of writers — mainly those of modern
fiction— California  before the advent of the
gringo was a sort of Arcadian paradise, populated
by a people who were polite, gencrous, pleasure-
loving, high-minded, chivalrous, aristocratic, and
above all things romantic.  Only with the coming
of the loosely sordid, commeretal, and despicable
American did this Arcadia fade to the strains of
dying and pathetic musie.  Aeccording to another



