THE LAW AND CUSTOM OF
SLAVERY IN BRITISH INDIA, IN A
SERIES OF LETTERS TO THOMAS

FOWELL BUXTON, ESQ.



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649106868

The law and custom of slavery in British India, in a series of letters to Thomas Fowell Buxton,
esq. by William Adam

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM ADAM

THE LAW AND CUSTOM OF
SLAVERY IN BRITISH INDIA, IN A
SERIES OF LETTERS TO THOMAS

FOWELL BUXTON, ESQ.

ﬁTrieste






THE
LAW AND CUSTOM

aF

SLAVERY IN BRITISH INDIA,

IN A SEEIES OF LETTERS To

THOMAS FPOWELL BUXTON, E5Q.

BY WILLIAM ADADM.

-~

* 4 el b, Bostile L2 all sheoge, a2eme fobercnd in che Yooxl gorerimends of Dictin, ™ — Rrouin-
wrikity i avolded By fullowing e bevion omor, and cllomee 13 100 srisineply @ Ui wisa jovpree
a devincen drom b1, even for Lhz snke of busandy, the miery rajend o doda agobist the suiee win
lomz permergiass, kil o recomsil rovechapntind G chis Frejsh s £ acd Wt ngolu slavery wilk
oemiinne divezanled, onsess il gezeiesy vappor! Smm all the waenry of B9 home govemmes =4, LR
Crnmphed;, feg, d=le Menber nf the Boced of Rivdiur nd Aidrge,

1 L]

e it |

BOSTON:
WEEKS, TORDAN, & COMPANY,
Ho. 130 WASIHINGTON STREET.
1840,



Entered, aseonling to act of Congress, 1n the year 1840,
EY WILLIAM ADADM,
i the Clerk’s Oes of the Thsteict Courl of Massaochusetts,

few e

Mt |

STEREOTYEED 2¥ JEO. A. AND 7. CURTIS,
FEW-EXFLAND TYFS AFD GTEREQTTPE FOUNDRY.



CONTENTS.

LETTETR I. Fuge.
Introduction—Hindn Law of Slevery—Muohamyndan Law of
Shavery—Rritish Law of Slavery . . . . : o N

LETTEDL II.
Eznmination of the Legaiity of Hindu ond 2Tubammadan Shwery
under the Brish Government o lodia P i . |
LETTEL 111,

Adminetretion of Hinde and Mohamomadsn Slave-Law nnder
the British Government in India i . 5 : . . 5

LETTERIY.

Ameliorarions of 1he Law and Practice of Slavery onder the Brit-
1sh Government in india . g . 5 i . . T4

LETTER V.
Mumber nf Slaves in Britizh Indin . ! . . 3 . 103

LETTER VI.
The Origin and Bourees of Slaverry o Britieh India . i . 130

LETTET VII.

Cecgpotions and Treatment of Agrestic Slaves—Domeslic Slaves
—ia Deatish India § . 1 . . . . . 163

LETTER ¥III.

Unsuecesslul altempts o ameliorate the Tow and Practiee of
Slavery in Hritish India— Abolition of Slavery . . . 195
.

AFPTENDLX.

No. I. Mr. H. T. Colebrpolze's Opinions on Blavery in India . 245
Fo. II. Pr. Francis Bochanan en Slovery i the Sowth of Indie 254
No. 1 Mr. D Liston on Siavery in Goralthpor , , . ORs
No. IV, Casc ol the Ship Adranoytte ; : . 4 -
Mo, V. Abolition of Sovery in Ceylon . . W . 276

438730



LETTER I.

TO TIOMAE FOWELL BUXTON, ESQ.

Introdochon—Hindoe Law of Slavery =2 uhommadan Law of Slavery
—Dritish Low of Slavery.

Sm,—Having been requested by a henevalent institu-
tion in Boston to deliver a public leeture on some subject
connected with India, I thouglt of prezenting a view of the
state of slavery in that country, a subjeet to which I had
paid some aiiention while resident (here; but on preporing
a memorandum of the materials I possessed for such a pur-
pose, 1 found that they far exceeded the Ihmits of a single
discourse. | therefore selegted another topic, and resolved,
as my leisure micht permit, to bring under full review the
whole sabject of slavery in Britizh Indis, nnd 1o take some
other mode or oceasion of drawing pullic attention to its
demils, T now propose to submit to you the resuls of my
inquiries, ohservations, and reflections.

My primary design is to co-operate with a society which
has lately been established in England, called the Pritish
Indin Society, the objects of which are to colleel and com-

“Titnicate nlormation rezpecting India, to excite an interest
in the welfare of its peaple, and to promote measures for
their protection and improvement. By the force of circum-
stances [ have been separated both [rom Indin and England,
but my thoughts are constantly reverting to both countries,

and I shall be in some measure satisfving equally the aflee-
1%



5 SLAVERY

tions af my heart and my couvictions of duty in contribut-
ing my aid to give a right direction to the efforts of that
association.

There are vartons reasons Which enconrage me o prose-
eute the constleration of this subject. Slavery is indeed
only one of many evils under which India saffers, and I
will even admit that ils operation is less extensive and its
effects less injurions than some other evils that T eould
mention. Dut 1t is af sueh a nature that, while it exists
and whereyer it cxists, it checks the improvement of human
character and the development of human society ; aids all
other bad influenees and impedes all good influences ; and
its removwal, therefore, will not only remove a large amount
of positive injustice, degradation, and suffering, but is
essential to the fres and salutwry working of every other
mensure that may or can be devized for the advancement
of wankind in the coantry where it prevails.  This is tha
inherent and radical attraction of the subject; but there are
also collateral amd subordivate indocements to bring it
before the public.

Slavery in Fodia hos not received, and, as far a8 1 am
aware, is not likely 10 receive, the aitention of the bene-
volent society 1o which [ have referred, unless by some
such means us that which I am employing. Even ‘in
India it has excired =0 little active discosston, that T have
known itz very existence denied by generally well-informed
persons, although in certaln parts of the country it is
found 10 its most aggravaled forms.  In England, the sub.
ject is mot known or poblicly recognized as one affecting
the welfare of Todia ar the honor of Great Britnin and it~
even seems to be generally assumed, since the aholition of
slavery in the British West Indies, that it has ceased to
exist throughout the British dominions, altheugh it may be
shown that the nunber of slaves in the Fast Indies, under
the authority of the British government, is probably as
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great as the number of those who have been emancipated
inthe West Indies. T say that the number is probably as
great, because, since there has been no complete census of
the population in India, much less a registry of slaves, it is
impossible to speak of their number with cortainly or pre-
cision. But if there is even enly half or quarter so many,
it is proper that the facts of the case should be known, that
all undue exehation and vaunting may be repressed, and
that the necessary impulse may be given to the friends of
humanity in England 10 complete the work which they
have only begun. Blavery wmay not be the greatest—I
will admit, il required, that it 1z the least—of the evils
tolerated or inflicted by the DBritish goversment of Tndia;
but i the pre-occupation of the pullic mind with this sub-
Ject 1o relation to other countries has qualified the Chris-
tian world to judge of the facts belonging to it in relation
to India, it is justifinble, it is olligntory on the well-wizhers
of that country to avail themselvez of this advantags in the
exisiing siate of the pubiic sewtiment, in urder to fix atten-
tion on the condition, the wanis, and the interests of a peo-
ple whose numbers nlone constitute them an important
division of the popalation of the worlid; and whose dis-
tanee, whose jsolation, whose jrnomovce, and superstition
and degradation, whosze uncomplaining helplessness, shut
them out from the ardinary sympathies of mankind., There
will be this advaptage also in faling what may be called
Jow ground, that if slavery in India, such as on indubimbla
amhority 1 shall depict 1t 1o vou, iz the lesst of the evils
under which that couniry graans, you will be the betier
able by this standard to judge of the preater evils noder
which it suffars.

There is another point of view in which the exposition
of thiz subject mmay be aitended with advantage. Great
Britain, by an extraordinary combination of circumstances,
has established her dominion over a hundred millions of
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people in India, and her influence over at least fifty millions
more, and the civilized world is entitled to knmow for what
purposes of good or of evil such an unexampled power is
exercized. 'The British Crown and Parlinment, by an aet
passed in 1833, have delegated the soversignty of India, for
a period of twenty years, to a corporation of private citizens,
exercising their authority through a board of directors,
and the people of England are specially bound to inguire
and to judge how this grave trust is (ulflled. England, in
establishing the existing systom of government for India,
may be discharging her duty o the world, or she may not;
and the East Indin Company, in the administration of that
system, may be discharging her duty to England, or she
may not.  Bat neither the negative nor the affirmative can
be determined by indiscriminate censure or praize; it can
be aseertained anly by a dizpassiangto examination of detadls,
and by an iinpartial esumate of the spint and character of
the Britizsh Indisn government and administration, and every
honest and well-meant contribution to such an object may
aid o arriving at a right conclusion. The question of
elavery 1o India certainly covers only a very small portion
of the whole ground, ot it dews cover a portion in itself not
insignificant, and when the judoment of the world 15 pro-
noaneed on England, or that of Englaad op the East India
Company, it will not be difficult to show that it is no unim-
periant jtem 1a the account.

It may perhaps be deemed that here the agitation of the
subject of slavery in India iz inapproprinte, and that it will
de no geod, and may do some harm. I certainly feel that
what [ have to say will estallish a charge of inconsistency
against England, tending to lessen tha force of her example
in the West Indies, and 1o fumnish a temporary triomph to
the friends of slavery in this country. This triumph, how-
ever, will only be temparary, for the agitation of the subjeet
cannot [ail to lead to the removal of the evil ; and whatever



