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PREFACE.

Somz apology may be pecessary for the publication
of the following pages.

By many who have kindly pernzed my former
narrative, “ Five Years o Romun Catholic,” & wish
hes been expressed for me to narrate the incidents of
my perversion to Romanism, and to give a more de-
tailed account of my experience while & Romanist.

Thiz in my former little volume, modesty, and the
fear of becoming tedious, prevented me from duing.
The uneeticipated interest and Lkindnessz, however,
with which that little work has been received, and
which I can only account for on the principle that
the langnare of the heart appeals to the heart, en-
courages me to venture on what was then falt to be
too delicate ground. Fully requited indeed shall I
be for any sacrifice of personal feeling which the
effort oecasions me, should my dearly-bought expe-
rience be made beneficiul to only one individoal whe,
from like causes, is in similar danger.

A word on the style of the present Narrative may
be allowed. As etated in the Preface to the Second
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Edition of the one already alluded to, my having
written in the third person has laid me open to mis-
conception, and possibly hes sugrested donbts as to
the verncity of my statements. [ have therefore felt
it incumbent upon me, in this instance, to aveid all
possibility of such misunderstanding ; and though
I frankly confess, contrary to my own inchoations,
and I fear, somewhat to the detrment of my freedom
of expression also, yet I have deferred to the judg-
ment of those before whom my own must how, and
have written plainly and onadorpedly in the first
person. In doing this, I acknowledge that I have
felt great dread of appearing egotistical. The ex-
treme delicacy and difficulty also of exposing the in-
most thonghts and feclings of the heart before the
world, has made me almost hopeless of accomplishing
my task even tolerably well.  But, be this as it may,
I have endeavoured to put aszide nll perzonal consi-
derations, and commending myself to the kindness of
the resder, have, as simply as | cowld, followed the
plan suggested to me ae most likely to be geoerally
useful.

Fain woold I indeed, st amy cost of individual
feeling, prevent others from tasting the bitter chalice
it has been my lot to drink. Fain would I, by any
lawful means, however difficult, shield the pure-
minded and sincere from the dark ordeal through
which | have passed; and fain would I warn the
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ardent and imaginative of the deceptive character of
the glittering spare spread out to entangle them.
With this view alone I have written. This also has
indoced me, though perhaps it bas eppesred some-
what irrelevant to the point, to enter so largely as I
have done into my feelings and experience previeusly
to becoming a Romanist; because I doubt not there
are others who are liable to be led by a similar train
of thought and reasoning, to precisely the same falla-
cious conclusion. No lower aim conld have indoced
me to commit myself thus puinfully to the public
gaze. How far the end may be aceomplished, de-
pends solely on the blessing of Almighty God. For
this J emrneatly and hunnbly pray, leaving Him, as
seerneth best, to accept and crown the unworthy
effurt.

E. 5






