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ane-ed,tnﬂled woods
Tho;haal.ean. g1

Fleasura, or food, or secret uieu* Promp t.r
That Neture's gm&-ommamd uuy be olmy‘d;
Nor all the swest sensations
Indulged in vain. Some to the boll,j ]mdgu
Nesting repair, and to the thickst some;
Soine to the rude protection of the thorn
Commit their feeble offspring. The claft tree
Offers its kind concealment to & fow,
Thaur[oudiuimmmﬂmmun their nagts ;
{hora, apart far in the grasey dals
Or Nughml.ng WaAL: I-Imr Iv.mlue texture weave.
Bnt most in woodland

anfregaanted mu, or uhagg_y ‘banks,
Smy and divid u babblin
Whose murmurs sooth n.ﬁ the hivelong day,
When by kind du.t-y ﬂ.:.d. Amnng the roots
Of hazel, pendant o'er the pensive stream,
They frame the first foundation of their domes;
Drynpdgud troos, in artfol fabris laid, .
And bound with gether. Now 'tis nought

dﬁmuh the hnay air,

Beat by unnombared The swallow eweeps

a tugging
Pluck hair and wool; and oft, when unchsorved,
Steal from the barn s straw ; Gl soft and warm,
Clean and complets, their habitation grows.
THoMBON'S SEASONE.



PREFTACE.

I preparing these notes for the press I have kept ome object constantly
in view, and tbat is utility: it is & very diffcult tesk entirely to exclude
the ornamental, whilst carefully retaining all that is ugpful, especially on
such & subject ea birdsnesting, whera the more mention of & name often
calls up & host of recollections thet require nothing mors than a litils
word-painting to render them sttmactive to every reader. But this difficult
end self-denying task I have achieved, in the belief that the better olass of
schoolboys who will make this little book the companion of their half-holiday
rambles, will open it for information only. The limp cloth cover will then
last & very long time, and the book may be bent in any manner without
recedving the wlightest injury; but I particularly recommend that it should
be folded lengthwise, and that a breast-pocket should be made in the jacket,
on the left side purposely to receive it.

‘With regard to classifieation, we have st present no systematic list of
British birds that makes any pretensions to a natural arrangement; indeed,
I beliove the plen usually followed, and variously called the Quinariam,
artificial, or Vigorsian method, is the worst thet could be invented, since
it is at direct variance with habits, menners, econamy and physiclogy:
this arises from the fact that its inveutor paid litile or mo sttention to the
living bird; but, shut up mmong dried and shrivelled shins, worked out
their classification with rule and compasses, exactly as he would a problem
of Euclid. This will explain to you why the dove, which is always on the
wing, is placed next to the phessant, that is always on the ground; why
the plovers and sandpipers, which sre alike in appearance, which lay four
egge of & remarkahle shape, beantifully coloured, and carefully arranged,
with their small ends together, in a depression in the ground, without taking
the trouble to make & nest; why these are separated from each other by
the herons, which build emormous nests in trees and lay pals blue or whita
and unspotted eggs. I merely allude to this subject, beceuse directly you
begin to understend the mests and egge of our Epglish birds you will
doubtless wonder at the menner in which the species succeed each other
in the following list, which is strictly artificial, and is enly followed by me
because previously adopted by Mr. Yarrell, the author of the mest complete
work on British birds.

In many birds the range of veristion in the colour of the eggs is so
great that it is difficult to give any definition which shall be sufficiently
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comprehensive to include them all; in such cases I have ouly noticed
the more remarkable varieties, as in the tree pipit; the nest of this bird,
as well as that of ita congener, the meadow pipit, are built oo the ground,
and the two species use very pearly the same materisls: the birds them-
salves are also nearly alike, and both are familiarly Imown by the name
of “Titlark ;™ ao that, even after taking infinite pains, it is difieult to
avoid confusion in naming the eggs of these two birds; the eggs of the
meadow pipit, however, vary but litle. Again, in two closely allied species,
the guillemot and Brunnich's guillemot, the diversity of colonr appears almost
endless, and each bird produces the same variations, or nearly so.

On the subjegt of authority great care should be taken not to place
implicit credence in any suthor's descriptions: almost every author has com-
mitted grave errors: for instance, Mr. Selby describes the nest of the
sedge warbler as suspended between reeds in the same manner as that of
the reed wrem; Mr. Yarrell says it seldom depends on reeds for support;
Mr. Hewitson says it is cceasionally found among reeds, like that of the
reed wren, but in & less elevated position: thus the first of these sceom-
plished authors makes a very great mistake, to which the second and third
tnly give & modified correction: the bird rarely frequents reeds, and never
suspends its nest amongst them.

On this and el guestions of doubt or diffienlty I have hed the great
advantage of the constant assistance of My, Bond and Mr. Doubleday, than
whom this country has never produced mere secomplished ornithologists or
gentlemen who practically understand our British birds so well. To these
gentlemen I am indebted for a few additional eorrections, with which I have
been favoured since the following pages have passed through the press.

Having directed my reader to the nests in their natursl localities, amd
instructed him how to find and how to distinguish them, a very important
subject yet remaina. Tt is necessary to know how to treat the eggs when
once they have been apquired : for this purpose I must refer to Mr. Newton's
wdmirable *Suggestions for forming a Collection of Birds' Eggs,' without
which it appears to me almost impossible {0 scquire and preserve & collec-
tion with that system and good order which will alone render it really
valuable.

In conclusion, I would partioularly recommend that in every case where
it is practicable the nest as well as the eggs should be preserved. I use
the expression * practcable” becanse 1 am well aware that the nests of
our larger birdds can only bo preserved where there is no restriction om
the score of space; but among our smaller birds no such objection exists,
and nothing is more easy than to preserve these lasting monuments of
“instinetive genivs.”



BIRDS® NESTS AND BIRDS' EGGS.

* Tt wins my admiration

'l'ommnmnmofthﬂ-hﬂewwk
A bird's nest.  Mark it well, within, without;
Nomulhadhau:nmueht.mlnifswsm-
No nail to fix; oo bodkin to insert;
Neo glaa te join; hm].d.ilshnukwnall]
ud}athow nnt.ly finished ! What nige hand

With every plamenl-and melnsﬂl'in.

Ami twernt BArE' a{pmmua

I I %ondl; than
‘We Bmm oh:oo]’anu whosa poblest skill
Ingtinctive geniug shames,”

INDEX TO THE ENGLISH NAMES.

Avoeet, 37 Eaﬁw g'vldm,ﬁ. !rh:ltmled id.
Blttem.-!, peregrine, &
Blackbird, m Fl_f:ateher. pied, 9; spotted, 3, &
Blackeap, Gannet, 47
Bullfinc 2-| Godwit, blacktailed, 38
Bunting, blu.cl:lhnduﬂ, 21 oirl, ul Goldfinek, 23
erdw, 4,20 gounder 44

uzzard, 7; honey, dd. uma,bun 41; lag,
Cu.plrmllj. 32 o oshawk, 6 Emrleg, ¢4
Chaffinch, 21 Grebe, eared, 44; great erested, id.;
g‘ll!;lﬂb'l:l:'isls Glin'lz :L.'

oug] reenfinch, 22
Coat, 40 Greenshank, 37
Cormorall.,d‘." Grouse, black, 32 ; red, 23

Crake, spotted, 30 Guillemot, 45; black, 46; Brunnich's,
Cmepor. 4,28 4,45; ringed, 46
Crossbill, 25 Gull, blackheaded, 49; common, 50;
Crow, 26; booded, id. ¢ blackbacked, ui'., herring, id.;
Cuockoo, 20 esser blackbacked, id.
Curlew, 38 stone, 34 Harrier, asheoloured, 7; ben, id. ; marsh,
Dipper, 9 ed.
Diver, redihroated, 45 Hawfinch, 22
Dotterell, 34 Hedgesparrow, 11
Dore; ring, 31; rock, id.; stock, id.; Heron, 4,3

turile, 32 Hobby, 6
Duck, eider, 43; wild, 42 Jackdaw, 27
Duglin, 30 Jay, 27
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Landrail, 3¢

wing, 35
11.':?1:. el b i
Linunet, 24
M '1:4 P
Marin, 30; sand, id,
M ser, redbreasted, 44
Merkin, 8
Moaorhen, 40
Nighl.ingaln 16

Nightjar, 30
uﬁ? tok, 29

Osprey, 5
Ouzel, ring, 3,11
Owl, barn, 3,8 ; longeared, 7+llml:tured

8, id.
o "“{" L3 dlogged, id.
Pe;grd,, mlul,sl-ﬁlimr,sd storm,

Phalarope, reduecked, 41

H; i 824.,10 rock, 20; T
m t-m

s:tr golden, 34; Kentish, 35 ; ringed,

Ptarmigan, 4,33
Puffin, 48"
Quail, 33
HRail, water, 40
Baven, 4,28
i ot

in, 11
Redpole, lesser, 24
Redshank

L4 4?
Redstart, 12
Begulus, goldenorested, 16

Titmouse, bearde

Rook, 26
Ruff, 38
Smtipi:;u, common 34

Blmmur. mang, 51

Shieldrake, common, 42

Shoveller, 42

Shrl:ie, redbacked, 8

Siskin,

Siu&, enmmnn. 50; Richardeon's, id.

Skylark, 20

Suipe, common, 39

Sparrow, house, 22; tree, 21

Sparrowhawk, 3,6

Starling, 26

Ston 12

Bwallow, 20

Bwift, 4,30

Teal, 43

‘Tern, arotio, 48 ; black, 49; common,48;
lesser, id. ; roseate, id.; Sandwich, 47

Thrush, missel, 3, 10; song, 10

18; blue, 4,17; cole,
17; crested, 4d.; groal, id.; long-
tailed, 18 ; marsh, 17

T'm'"'ﬁi,4 18; pied, id. ; Ray'

i i il § s, 4, 18
Wa pﬁiﬂl’o‘dr 16; pl'dln, 15;

gufb?fu " urm s

Whnm:.s. 11!

‘Whimbrel, 36

Whiocbat, 3, 12

Whmmt, 16; lesser, id.

Woodeock, 38

Wwdpuhr, ‘:‘?n, 27; lesser spotted,

28; sp
Wnu,ﬂB reed, 3, 14 ; willow, 16 ; wood,

l'umhmmcr, 21



ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS

Most OBLIGINGLY sUGGESTED BY FuEpemick Bodp, Esq., o KmesBury,
A¥p Hrxry DovBrEDay, Esq., o Errmia,

In these memoranda the reader will observe that the word add signifies
that the following paragraph is an addition to the text: where the
word add does not cocur, the new parsgraph is to be substituted for
the old ome,

SPARROWHAWK, p. 6.

Eggs, 4—6. Blueish while, with red-brown blotches.

Bans Owr, p. 8.

Add. The colour of the egg is omitted : it is white and unspolied.

SrorTep FLYcATCHER, . 8.

Eggs, 4, 5. Gray-white, with pale raw sienna spots; rarely pale blue,
unspotted.

Misser. THRUSHE, p. 10.

Add, Mr. Bond thinks the missel thrush sometimes nses mud;
neither Mr. Doubleday nor I have ever found this to be the case.

Rive OuzeL, p. 11.

Add, This bird also occasionally uses mud; and the word “ only,”
in describing the silnation, should stand “ principally,” as there are
well-anthenticated instances of its nesting in the south.

WHINCHAT, p. 12. i

Eggs, 5, 6, Delicale blue-green; rarely with fine red-brown specks.

WHEATEAR, p. 12,

Situation. In the chinks of stone walls or under stones on moors
and mountain wilds, and in old rabbit-burrows.

Eggs, 5, 6. Pale green ; rarcly spotted at the larger end.

Reep WEEn, p. 15, -

Materials. Dried grass, moss and wool, as well a8 the dried
flowering scipes of the reed.



