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AMERICAN HISTORY STUDIES.
INTRODUCTION.

ETHODS of teaching history are in proc-
ess of transformation. With the
change in method comes the demand

for new hooks; so if anyone asks the reason
for this little collection of sources on Ameri-
can history, the answer is believed to be found
in this change. The compiler is plensed to
know that these studies have bheen received
with favor by many progressive teachers. IHe
feels that the lack of proper and available ma-
terial is one reason that the ‘*laboratory
method® has not found more ready acceptance
in the past by a larger number of teachers.
In the belief that this collection will in part
supply the demand, it is now seni forth io the
school-world in this more permanent form.

In many Normal schools and in some high
schools brief reviews are demanded and given
In such eases it scems to the writer to be a
waste of time to hurry through some text
book, repealing the work ihat has besn done
in the grades, in perchance even a less eificient
way. It is hoped and believed that the fol-
lowing ten ** sindies ' help to solve the problem
of such reviews. A few suggestions are made
in regard to the method of handling this ma-
terial. A note-hook should be in the hand of
every pupil. It is desirable to have this made
up of loose sheets of paper, perforated, so that
they may be bound together, or removed and
changed in place at the will of the pupil. A
cover should be made or purchased in which
to keep and preserve these sheets.
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The vext and most important matter is to
bring the stidents into contact with the oriei-
nul material as often and as completely as possi-
ble. For this purpose, of course the ** sonrees™
must he accessible. and as far as possible in
the bands of every pupil. It should be noted
here agnin that it is not expected that the
larger part even of the faets of history can be
obtained from these sources. so a good narra-
tive text must be at hand, and in consfant use.
The **sonrces™ are to be used for the purpose
of illustrating how the nareative history was
formed; Lut more especially for the mental
training which may be obtained from their nse.
The same docinent or illustrative extract
should be in the hands of every member of the
cluss that each may bave the hencfit of the
eriticism of ail,

With the materiul then in the hands of the
class, the first question will be to determine as
fur as possible its value. To do th s necessitates
that we find cut whether the document is what it
purports to he: then to determine whether we
huve a corvect copy of it. Next we must find
out who wrote it, und under what cirenm-
* ances,  Fioally, the character of the author
will come under diseuszion. DNd he have the
opportunity to know?! Was he able, honest, ed-
ueated?  Was he writing for parti-an ends, or
did he attemnpt to tell the exact truth? These
are a few of the tests we must apply to our
mutevial, if we are to know its resl value.
Perhaps the most important question of all will
he, did the writer know of his own personal
knowledge, or did he gajn his information
from hearsay? After we have determined the
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vilue of our *‘source,” we next procesd 1o
analyze it, and to find out just what the writer
meant. Here we must notice the use and
meaning of words at the time the document
was written, and no'e any changes at the pres-
ent time, so that we may get just the idea in-
tended to be conveyed. A series of questions
will often greatly help in this analysis. The
ones given in the text are only intended to be
suggestive, and so may be supplemented by
aothers, or limited by omissions. '
The next step will be to classify and arrange
our knowledge. In the writer's opinion this
is the hardest, as well as the most important,
part of ihe work, A logieal arrangement
must be insisted on. A earcful ountline must
be prepared, containing a page reference to
every point in the notes. It is only by this
careful preparation that scouracy in thinking
or in writing can ever be secured. When this
work is compieted, then the last stop in the
plan enn be taken with great ease and facility,
for then the whole mind and strensth can be
concentrated on the compesition. The mem-
ory under such circnmstances is not burdened
with carrying all the deotails. They are indi-
cated in the outline and in the notes to which
it refers. IiL goes withouat saying that every
picee of student work when completed should
be tested hy comparing it with the beat narra-
tive texts, or with the teacher’s knowledze.
One final idea should be suggested. Each
of these studies covers many veurs of time,
The evolution of the topic has been kept
in mind in mwaking the extracts. In work-
ing up the material then into papors and



