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PREFACE.

HE sources from which the following narra-

tive has been derived are (1} the splendidly

edited and complete edition of Knox's Works
in six volumes, by Dr. David Laing; (2) the
Memoir of the Reformer, by Dr. Thomas McCrieg,
forming the first volume of the collected works
of that eminent theclogian; (3) the monograph
by the late Professor Lorimer, D.D., entitled
“John Knox and the Church of England™; and
(4) the Histories of the Period, more especially
that of Scotland, by John Hill Burton, vols. iii.
and iv, and that of England, by J. A. Froude,
vols. v. and vi. Some assistance also has been
derived from “The Scottish Reformation,” by
Professor Lorimer ; and the two sketches by
Carlyle, the one in his “ Heroes and Hero Wor-
- ship,” and the other in his essay on the Portraits
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of John Knox, have been both helpful and sug-
gestive.  Quotations have been generally in-
dicated, but this acknowledgment must cover
any accidental omission to give to each author
his due; and for the rest the reader may be
assured that while no material fact has been
omitted, nothing has been recorded for which
ample authority could not be given. The figure
has been felt to be too large for the canvas
to which we have been restricted, but we have
sought to reproduce, as faithfully as possible the
man as he was, and if we may succeed in re-
moving any of the unreasonable prejudice, with
which many still regard the Scottish Reformer,
the story of his life will not be retold by us in
- vain.
W, M. T
NEW YORK.
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CHAPTER L
EarLy Lire aND CaLL 10 THE MINISTRY, 1505-1547.

N the sixteenth day of Jaouary, 1546, GEORGE
WisaarT delivered a remarkable sermon in the

chorch of Haddington. Two thiogs had combined to
produce special depression in his heart, Shortly before
he entered the pulpit a boy had put into his hands a
Ietter informing him that his friends in Kyle would not
be able to keep an appointment which they had made
to meet him in Edioburgh. This news so saddened
him that he expressed himsell as ** weary of the world,”
because he perceived that “men began to be weary of
God.” Nor was his despondency removed when he
rose to preach, for instead of the crowds that used to
assemble to hear him in that ehureh, there were not
more than a hundred persons present. It was thus
made apparent to him that the efforts of his enemies
for his overthrow were now to be successful, and so
instead of treating the second table of the law as he
had been expected to do, he poured forth a torrent of
warning and denunciation, not unlike some of the fervid
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