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CIRCULAR.

Tha Bociely would eall the sttention of members and correspondents, to
™ h"[ll‘uwh‘ p&nal Eketchu T d ¥il Tading f

1. i of towns and vi , including an sccount o
thair lo& , agricaltare, manufictares, mmmm:,!::'luml cariosities and wiat-
1biea,

2. Bketches of the history of the settlement and rise of sech towss and
ﬂhg; and of the introduction and progress of commeree, mannfhelurms,
3. Biographical Notioss of iginal sottlar bt d

3. p otices of original settlars, revolationary patriobs, an
other di i men who Beve resided in this Biate. v

4. Origingl letters and docoments, and papers lustrating any of these
mbjects; particularly those which shew the private habits, manaera or
mits of our ancestors, or are connected with the general history of this

6. Bermons, oratipns, occasienal discourses end addresses, books, pam-
phlets, sl and mewspapers, printed in this Btate; and manuecripts,
especially those written by persons borm or residing in this State.

&, Accounts of the Indian tribes which formerly inhabited any part of
thie Stale, their numbers and condition when first visited by tbe whites, their
geoeral charneter and pecalinr customs and manners, their wars and trea-
ties, and their original grants to onr ancestors.

7. The Indian names pf the towns, rivers, Elands, baye, ond other re-
markable places within this Biate, aod the traditional import of those names.
. B ies these, the Society will receive donations of any other bnoks,
pamphlets, manescripls aod printed docomients,




PREFACE.

O presenting the public wih the second volume of the Collections of
the Rbode-Taland Historical Society, the Committes of Publication desm it
proper, very briefly to siate the ressons which bave indncad them to select
the present work, for that purpose.

It has been the wish of the Bocioty, to publish, in chronologieal ordar,
ull those works of the early settlers in Hbode-Tsland, which contain mate-
rials ralating to the history of the State, or which would fornkh means fora
just estimate of the characters and conduct of those whoe were most distin-
guished during its early periods. That conrse wonld have been adopted and
steadily pursund, bad the rosources of the Society been sufficiently ample,
or had » safficient degree of interest in its general chjects, been manifisted
by the public, o warrant such an uodertaking. In the prosecution of that
design, all the writings of Roger Williams which could snswer either of
the above purpoees, would bave bean first republished, and have been
followed in regular order, by those of his cotemporaries and suocessors.
Bot with the limited degree of encoursgement and sasstance which the
Bociety has as yet received, the course which it was so desimble to have
pursued, and which would hare added so materially Lo the value of the
Collections as a whole, is known to ba entirely impracticable. Bach baing
the case, the Committee falt il to be their duty, to select from the mate-
rials at their command, some work, not only valpable m a hitorieal
point of view, bat which, from its own peculiar character, would prob-
ably execite the most gencral interest. They were, therefore, happy te
avail themselves of the labgre of Mr. Btaples, who had besn for some time
preparing for the press, an edition of Bimplicity's Defence; and who, as the
Commiites waore woll aware, had been indefutigable -in his resparchen for
such materinls as might, in the form of Notes and Appendives, cabance the
valoe of the work, by explaining the references and allasions which it con-
taing, or which could throw aoy light upon the biography, the characters oz
motives of the individuals who wre mentioned in the Narrative, This task,
Mr. Btaples has performed, fully and impartially. He has given every au-
thentic mesns of jnformation In his power, on both sides of the question’:
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and in embodyng this work, with his additions, in the present Collsctions,
tha Committes have fall confidencs, that neither himeell, nor the Bociety,
can be gbnexions to the slightest imputation of sny other motive than a
desire to fornish the means by which a troe jodgment may be formed re-

apecting facts which are of much importance in the history of this State.
With regard to the eventnal republication of this work by the Society,
even in its original ferm, the Committes presume there can be but ome
opioion; and they sre gratified by the opportanity of presenting it, with ad-
ditions se interesting and axtensive na those by whichit ks now sccompaaied.
ALBERT G. GREENE, },Gmﬁm

af
THOMAS F. CARPENTER, ) Publication.
ProvipENce, April, 1885,




SIMPLICITY’S DEFENCE

AGAINSET

SEVEN-HEADED POLICY.

BY SAMUEL GORTON,

ONE OF THE FIRST SETTLEES OF WARWICK, R. 1,

WITH NOTES EXFLANATORY OF THE TEXT: AND APPENDIXES
CONTAINING ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN THE
WORE.

BY WILLIAM R. STAPLES,

Muisher of the R. 1, Mlstocicsl Socieiy.
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