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PREFACE,

Mr aim in writing this little book has been
to give snch plain and practical directions for
the cultivation of in-door plants as may enable
any lady to choose and grow shundant flowers
to adorn her house, Aond Iam the more con-
fident of the sufficiency of the rules here laid
down, becanse they have heen tested by myself
during some years' practice in rearing and
keeping plants,
The sweetness and brightness of flowers and
plants are never more delightful than in a
crowded city; and even when grown on the
smallest scale, they may be so vory charming
and so perfoct in their way, that I think it is
only necessary to show how small an expendi-
ture iz required, either of time or momey, to
_induce many ladies to begin to grow them.
The pursuit is also one in which, even with a
very little practice, experience comes so quickly,
that a single season may be enough to render
the care of flowery, 4 very easy task, even to
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iv Prefoce,

those who take it up at first as quite a new
employment.

In the following pages will be found a
minute description of everything needful for
the care of phnts, both ng to their selection
and their arrangement and preservation in
perfect health and beaaty. I have deseribed
not ooly what should be dome, but alse Ao
to do it, knowing that the simplest paintz of
plant-culture are often the worst attended to,
merely becanse it in aupposed that  every one
knows how fo do that;” indeed, I have fe-
quently expericaced the disappointment cansed
by relying upon books that profass to tell ane
everything and yet leave out the very alphabet
by which alone the vninitigted could vader-
stand the instructions given.

London,
June 1af, 1B61.
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