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PREF ACE.

The sermons of the Tate Hey, Johe Wilde, herewith presented,
are selected chiefly from those written and presched during the
middle and later port of his ministry. And it is feared that this
collzction does mot inelude all beat remembered by his former
parichioners, Some, which were, perhaps, most scceptable and
impresgive, were a0 hmperfecty represented by the manuscript,
that they were necessarily omitted; while others were entirely
lcet. Indeed, be bad himself destroyed bis esrlier sermons, as
well a3 A Jarge number of those written in his matrer years.

The volume iz intended a2 8 memorial of him, to recall to hia
frienils and former parishioners, by a substaatinl speaking pres-
ence, the pleasant memories of his ministrations and social inter-
crarse ; that in these printed 2entences they may hear ngain, what,
in former years, from the familiar pulpit, in joys or sorrows, they
heard of romfort or counsel or encourngement.  He ministered fo
them in his life in no formal manoer, but with wnselfish interest
anid a large-hiearted love which appreciuted the highest, and in-
cinded the loweat, and which made him alwuys ready to rejoice
with the rejoicing, and weep with these who wept.  Amd if this
volume shall recall him to the minds of his former parishioners
and friends, associated with those whom they have loved best,
wills their deepest experiences, their cherished remembrunees and
bert resolutions, he will, indeed, though dead, yet speak.

Hia sermons are nod the full froit of hia life. That was himaelf,
his daily oet, his large geperous heart only dimly shown in theae
recorded utterances, but grown and trained by lubora, trials, aspir-
ations and dirsppointments, heart sorrows and joys, through years
of which only the briefest record can be given here,



wi PREFACE.

He waa born in Dorchester, Mass,, in 1808, and gradumated at
Middlebury, ¥t., in 1827. After finishing his collegigte course, he
tanght in the Valley of the S8henandosh. Here s pevere and pro-
tracted fever laid the foundation for disesse, with which he strog-
gled all through his life, end which, while it led him to shrink
from any great responsibility, fitted him in & peculint manner fo
sympathize with the suffering. He graduated from the Theologi-
cal Beminary at Andover, in 1831, and was ordained over the
Congregationalist Church, in Grafton, Mass,, in 48382, Soon afwr
this he married Miss Julis M. Forbes, daoghter of Dea. Jons.
Forbes, of Westhoro', Muss. Helabored in Grafton plessantly and
acceptably until 1839, when he resigned this charge and removei
o Conway, NI, In the hope, (afterwurds happily fulfilled,) that
the climate wonld be beneficial to the health of his wife. Tn 1844
he removeil to West Fatmouth, Maine, and for eight years preached
in thet place—with the interruption of ome winter spent in Br.
Loniz. Im 1853, he went to Topsham, Maine, and continged there
hiz ministerial duties uniil 1855, when by repson of failing bealth,
he was compelled to discontinee psstoral labor, He iravelled six
months in California, but returned with his health only temporar-
ily improved, and reaided several years in Bronswick, engaging in
only occadional labors.  While ut Falmouth, he had been elected
member of tie Board of Overseers of Bowdoeln College, in which
e fielt preat interest.  Ile ook chiarge of Taurel Dunk Seminary,
at Deposit, New York, from 58 te '81, when be purchazed in
Btamford, at the zource of the Delawsre, an lnstitution, better
suited to Lis views, amil established a boarding school.  His resi-
dence at Doposit wos saddened by the death of his yomngest
daughiter Lyle, who dicd soon after his removal to thnt place.
His grief was renewed at Btamford, by the death of his daughter,
Mary, nextin yeats. He partially supplied the pulpit of the Pres-
byterian Church in this place, for seversl years, in addition to the
care of hisschool, although bis health had never been rafficient
ginee his residence at Topsham, to justify him in his own feeling
in taking the entire care of & parish. Bensible of the uncertainty
of his health, and feeling the weight of increasing years, he rold in



