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THE HIRED BABY.
A ROMANCE OF THE LONDON STREETS,

It was a dark, desolate December night—a night
that clung to the metropolis like a wet black shroud,—a
night in which the heavy, low-hanging vapours melted
every now and then into a slow reluctant rain, cold as
icicle drops in a rock-cavern. People passed and re-
passed in the streets like ghosts in a bad dream; the
yellow twinkling gaslight showed them at one moment
rising out of the fog and then disappearing from view
as though' suddenly engulfed in a vaporous ebon sea.
With muffled angry shrieks, the metropolitan trains de-
posited “their shoals of shivering, coughing travellers at
the several stations, where sleepy officials, rendered
vicious by the inclement weather, snatched the tickets
from their hands with offensive hastz and roughness.
QOmnibus conducters grew ill-tempered and abusive
without any seemingly adequate reason; shopleeric






THE HIRED BABY. [+]

deed ihat shoyld move the world to wild applause,—
but, truth to tell, they had only just finished a highly
satisfactory “meat-tea,” and, before this grave silence
had fallen upon them, they had been discussiog the ad-
visability of broiled steak and onions for supper, The
coachman had inclined to plain mutton-chops as being
easier of dipestion; the footman had earnestly asseverated
his belief in the superior succulence and sweetness of
the steak and onions, and in the end he had pained his
point. This weighty question being settled they had
gradually grown reflective on the past, present, and
future joys of eating at some one else’s expense, and in
this bland and pleasing state of meditation they were
still absorbed, The horses were impatient, and pawed
the muddy ground with many a toss of their leng manes
and tails, the steam from their glossy coats mingling with
the ever-thickening density of the fog. On the white stone
steps of the residence before which they waited, was an
almost invisible bundle, apparently shapeless and im-
mavable. Neither of the two gorgeous personages in
livery observed it; it was too far back in a dim comner,
too unobtrsive for the casual regard of their lofty eyes.
Suddenly the painted doors before mentioned were
thrown apart with a clattering neise; a warmth and
radiance from the entrance-hall thus displayed streamed
into the foggy street, and at the same instant the foot-
man, still with grave and impertmbable counhenwnes.,



