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PUBLISHERS' PREFACE.

The following pages are a republication of a
paper from a recent periodical, to which work, as
it is there intimated, they were communicated from
“a distinguished source” which the reader can
be at no loss to designate. The authentic cha-
racter and value of its statements and views, the
absence of reliable information on the general sub-
ject to which it relates, and the imterest which
must attach to its personal narrative and anecdotes
respecting the present able monarch on the throne
of France—especially in reference to his former
travels in this country—have induced the present
publishers, for the benefit of the large class of
readers to whom it would probably be more sccept-
able in the present mode of publication, thus to re-
produce it in an extended and embellished form.

May, 1840,
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FRANCE,

KING, COURT, AND GOVERNMENT.*

A wrsH to approach those who have filled dis-
tingmished parts on the theatre of human action,
and to judge them independently of the prestige
with which circumstances may have surrounded
them, seems to be deeply implanted in the human
breast. And among the anticipations with which
the American traveller approaches the old world,
there is none, perhaps, which promises him more
gratification, then this hope of being able to survey
more nearly the eminent men, of whose claims
renown distance of space enables us to judge with
as much impartiality, es distance of time will enable

posterity. I have forgotten neither your wish, nor
my promise, that I would communicate to you the

* Coor des Palre. Attowtot des 12 ot 13 Mai, 1530, Réquisitoins de M. ls
Procureur Géndral. Pasia, pp. 107.

Cour des Paims.  Affuire des 12 ot 13 Mai. Rapport fait & la Cous, les 11
et 12 Juin, 1599, per M. Mérlhoucomprenint bos fits péniraux, st la premisns
wérie dee fuits particuliers. Paris, pp. 163,



