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PREFACE.

Tee want of & book which should impart advanced
information rcgerding the chief ge¢logical pheno-
mens of the globe, derived from the latest die-
coveries, Whether phyeical facts or mathomatical
inductions, haa besn the incentive on tho part of
the Autker o prodece this work, which he hopea
will not only merit public favour, and lead fo a
general adoptior of tho opinions ot forth, but that
it will also open op fregh fields of inguiry, and
elicit new modea of thought, which shall reconcile
some of the geological puzzles which constitate
our present accepted systems of Geology, with
those phenomena that resson may assure ns are
indubitable facta.

The Author is conscious that he will meet with
dissentient remarks from lesding geclogisiz; but
he trusta that even they may be induced to pause
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in holding fast to their theory thet cerboniferous
formations are the result of vegetable matter grown
wn aifu, As far sa the Author is awars, he claims
to ba the first writer who hes pointed out the
romarkable geographizal position oceupied by the
coal-fields of the world as bearing testimony to the
theory of deluge epochs, as demonstrated by M.
Alphonse Adhemar.* ;
Geologists admit the advent of Man on the earth
from far distant ages, yet we universally find him a
savage, except in Contral Asin, whers the “ Rig-
Veds,” snid, by learned Sanscrit scholars, to be the
oldest record of men,t exhibits the Hindoos a8 pos-
sessing an elevated philosophy, & yearning aspiration
to adopt a Godhead worthy of their holy adoration,
and who then posscssed a divilization which casts
into the shade that now ruling, after & lapse of
fifty centuriea. If wo also falko into considerstion
the arts and sciences whick must have ascompanied
the high civilization of that ancient peopls, may we
not reasonably ingnire why ita waves of divergence
had not spread in wider circles then we know

* ¢ Rivolutiona de In 3Mer.” { 5,000 B.cc.
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them to have done, had there not been some great
benumbing catastrophe which overtook man, and
which only permitted o remnant to escape in the
quarter of the globe indicated ¥ Tt is also remark-
ably significant, and espacially so in the book
referred to, that, going back to a period of forty
centuries, there cver hangs an impenetrable our-
tain of darkness, behind which we cannot further
explore the early history of Mun; although
directly on this side of that gulf of silence, we find
him sarrounded with a high eivilization, accom-
panied with a holy, lofty, and sublime worship of
one Supreme Being., How then, we may fairly ask,
are we to road this ercheologicsl enigma, except by
the adoption of the theary of eyalical deluges which
have left o many acknowledzed landmarks of their
dilavial agency ?

In the following peges the Author believes that
& key will be found to nolock many of the mysteries
which at present beset the sindy of terrestrial
phenomens; and that, amongst cthers, when the
high civilization attained, in non-carboniferons por-
tions of the globe, such sz Central Asia, which
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bespeaks a high antiquity, is considered in relation
to the fact that at the sites of the coal-fields of the
world Monr appears to have last emerged from
borbarigm. The rcpellant Malthnsian theory will no
longer be received as an axiom, that  Providence
has ordained periodicsl wars, and pestilence and
{amine, s the Divine instruments of checking the
otherwise inevitable supernbundant population of
the earth,” Who shall presume to set bounds to
Infinity ¥



