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THE SCHOOLMASTERL.

CIHAPTER I.

* To me more dear, congenial to my beart,
o pntive churm than all the gloss of arl.”
(GLnswITH.

Our story, contrary perhaps to fashionable preecdent,
opens AL a eommon {arm-bouse, situated on one of the pom-
cipal roads leading through the imterior of the northerly
portion. of the Union. It was near the middle of the day,
m that part of the zpring zeason when the rough nnd chil]
features of winter are becoming =o equally blended with the
zofl and mild ores of cemmer wpon the fee of natore, that
we foel at loss in deciding whether the characteristios of the
ang or the other most prevail,  The hills wers mostly bare,
but their appearance was not that of summer ; and the tempted
eve turned away unzatisfied from the cheerless prospect which
their dreary and froct-blackened sides presented. The levels,
on the other hand, wers #ill eovered with snow; and yet thelr
aspeet was not that of winter,  Clumps of willows, seaticred
along the hedges, or around the waste-places of the meadows,
were white with the starting buds or blessoms of spring.
The cold white mantle of the frost-king was also becoming
eadly diney and tautered, Each stump and stone was en-
clozed by a widening eirele of hare ground; while the tops
of the furrows, peering through the dissolving snows, were

l#



6 LOCKE AMSDEN, OR

beginning to streak, with long, faint, dotted lines, the self-
disclozsing plongh-fields. The cattle were lazily ruminating
in the barn-yard, occasionally lowing and casting .a wistful
glanee at the bare hills arcund, but without offering to move
towards them, as if' they thought that the prospects there
werg hardly suflicient to induce them yet to leave their
winler quarters. The earth-loving sheep, however; had
broken from their fold, and, having reached the borders of
the hillz: by zome partially irod path, were busily nibbling at
the roots of the shriveled herbage, unheedful of the blenting
eries of their fechbler companions, that they had left stuck in
the treacherons snow-drifls, encountered in their migiadions
from one bare patch to another.

The owner of the farmingz establishment, in reference to
which we have been speaking, was in the door-yard, engaged
in splitting and piling up his yearly stock of fire-wood. He
waz a man of sbont forty, not of a very intellectual eounte-
nauer, indeed, but of a stout, hardy, snd well-made [vame,
which showed Lo advantere 0 the bandsonee and appropiate
long, slri]:ed, woollen (roek; in which he was Iil_!.ring himzalf
with the moderate and easy motions which are, perhaps,
peculiar to men of great physical power. A rugged and
rezolute-locking boy, of perhaps a dozen years of age, having
thrown himsell upon one knee before a small pile of prepared
wood, lving near the kitchen door [or immediate wze, and
having heaped the clefis into one arm (ll they reached o
his chin, as if’ in whim to see how much he could carry in,
was now engiygred in trying, with a capricions, bravado-like
air, fo balance an additional stick on his head, by way of
increasing his already enormous load.

In another part of the yard, and as near his master as he
conld remain nndisturbed, lay the well-fed house-dog, reclining
upon hiz belly, with Lis muzzle, which was pointed in'a
direction most favorable for a look-out, resting on a clean,
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broad ebip, with ears attent, and eyes keenly fullowing the
slaw, crecping motions of a small earringe, that was now
seen in the diztance winding along the road from the south,
of whose approach he, from time to time, as he considered
himzelf in daty bound, gave notice by a low growl, which, as
ihe vehicle at length emerged from some partinlly sereening
bushes into plain and near view, was roised to a lazy wow !
The carriage in question proved to be a light, open wagon,
drawn by one herse, and containing a middle-aged man, of a
fine, gentlemanly appearance, and by his side & small female
figure, eloscly muflled in hood and cloak, Carefully guiding
hiz horse, and turning him from one side to the other of the
still icy road, to avoid the most sidling and dangerous-looking
places, the traveller at length ecame abreast of the house
when the animal lost his footing, and after twe or three
violent but fruitless flounders to regain ity by which the car-
riage was nearly overset, fnally landed flat on hiz zide, and
lay s if dead.

“ My slars |7 exclaimed the farmer, pansing with oplificd
axe to see the mishap, * if’ that waz 'nt a narrow escape from
eapsizing, it 's no matter 1"

A second thought now sceming to oceur (o him, he suddenly
dropped kiz axe, darted forward 1o the spot, and, seizing the
proztrate horse by the bits, held him down,

“ Cear the wagﬂll,“ he s, IIH.EI.“J" mntiun'lng with his
head to the traveller, # the horse will be as likely to overturn
you in rising a5 he waus in fulling.  Jump down, and Iift out
the girl, und I will then let him wp.”

This advice was instantly complied with ; when the horse,
being spurred to an effort, soon safely regained his feet.

“Your beast has lost a shoe, sir,” said the farmer, ap-
proaching the panting animal, and lifting a suspected foot;
“yes, here is the foot, as bare as your hand. TDut you must
have another put on before yon drive him another rod in
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