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PREFACE

In the year 1903, six years after their famous discovery
and publication of the first Oxyrhynchus reputed Sayings
of Jesus (18g7), the explorers, Dr, Grenfell and Dr. Hunt,
had the good fortune to unearth numerous ofher valuable
papyri, one of them with five like SBayings and a short
Introduction, and another with Sayings which were
assumed to be from a lost Goapel, in the same neighbour-
hood. These two sets of Bayinpw were edited for the
Egypt Exploration Fund by the discoverers, hereinafter
called the Editors, at the beginning of The Oxyrhynchus
Papyri, Part IV, and also separately with less of critical
detail, in 1g04. Their names for the contents of the two
papyTi are New Sayings of Jesus and Frogment of a Lost
(Foapel respectively. These names I accordingly adopt for
convenienge of reforenes, bul provisiooally wnd ¢withont
prejudies,’ :

The Sayings found in 18g7, which wers undenizbly
ancient, were received everywhere with enthusinem, and
zealously discussed by students and critios Three esti.
mates of them seemed to be possible, They were perhaps
true and independent survivals of spoken words of the
Lord Jesus; or extracts from some vanished writing or
writings of Christian antiquity; or a mixed product of
study aod reflexion in mub-spostolic days, This last was
the conclusion to which I inclined in the discussion
of them published at the Clarendon Preas under the name
The Owyrhynchus Logia and the Apvcryphal Gospels (1899).
To this view of the new Seyingm the preference is likewise
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. iv Preface

given in the following pages, which contain the suhbstance
of an open Lecture given at Oxford in Mansfield College
in December last {1504), with some things then omitted for
the sake of brevity and subsequent additions.

The character of the Oxyrhynchus Sayings is well
sccounted for by the hypothesis that their suthors or
redactors had recourse for materials to the Canonical
Gospels, the New Testament apocryphs, and other
documenta.

C. TAYLOR.
Cauprinen,
Harch, rgos.
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THE OXYRHYNCHUS
SAYINGS OF JESUS

The fragmentary Sayings of Jesus found in 3903 are
discussed wnder the names New Supings of Jesus and
ﬁagmnt of-a Lost Gospel, given to them by the Editors,
in Seetion A and Section B raapectwaly Bection C & pn
the Logia or Bayings found in 1897, and brought out
in that year by the same Hditors under the double title
Logia Izsou, Sayings of our Lord. Section D contains
& general G&mﬁmm

A

HEW SAYINGS OF JESUS

With the New Sayings I waa first made in a measure
acquainted by an article on ' The New Christian Papyri,'
contributed by Cmoon E L. Hicks to the Manchester
Guardian of the 18th June last (1904). Socn afterwards
I read these Sayings and the Gospel Fragment as deciphered
and expounded by the Editors, and put together my notes
upon them. Some things have now besn added from
Dr, Bwete’s Lecture on the New Bayings, as published in
the Ezpository Times of August, 1904,
~ In the following studies 1 begin in each case with
a reprint of the Greek from the Kditors’ transeript in
minuseules, which, unlike their transeript in eapitals, con-
tains & number cf conjectural additions. Their estimates
of the spaces to be filled, as shown by dots which repre-
sent the missing letters, will be found to be apparently
very exact, due allowsnee being made for letters of more
or less than the average breadih, as W and 1, The Editors
and their advisers have done much toward the completion
of the New Sayings, except the Third and the Fifth. Of
the forty-two lines in one column which contained the
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2 The Oxyriynchus Sayings of Jesus

New Sayinps, the latter halves have all been broken off,
and the lines from the thirty-second to the last, of which
only two lefters are left, are increasingly defective at the
beginning. The Edilors’ separste edition of the New
Bayings and the Clospel Fragment will be quoted by the
abbreviation N.8.

IxTronvorioN, 1. 1-5.

{ol} rolow o} Adyorof [..,... e v oo oby érde
Maer "Inlaol)s 6 (Byv fdpios] . v v - o0 v v u
o ol Oupg xal ey [alroly wls donis
dy Tév Mywr roir[wr dxelopn Pavdrov
§ ot i yeboyras,

Liwg 1, The Editors’ spacing of the first line im con-
jectural, There iz no such word in it a¢ rolor; what
remaing of the line being:—

O.Tol Of OrAQrol Ol

In the feeaimile, as I havae it, I find no clear trape of the
sepond letter, but there is mom for Y, writien like & small
‘gummg (y) with its dexter stroke upright, sa in the Y of
yeboqras in line 5. If the meribe wrote owror it must have
been by mistake for odroi, Zhaus. Next comes the article ol
strangely written with ita firgt letter triangnlar, and it is
repeated just before Adpoi, words, As an epithet of these
read dAndwol, {rue, comparing John iv. 37, Bev, xix. g,
xxi, 5, xxil. 6 and, with one of deleted, the sense of the
line will ba:—

These are the true words which.

Lixes 2-5 Filling the vacant space with rols pafyrels,
in accordance with Professor Bartlet's suggestion (N5,
p- 12), and substituting 'Aude Adyw for alrels wis, we get
the sense :—

Spake Jesue the living Lord to the disciples

And Thomas,; and He said, Verily I say,

Whososver shall hearken unio these words, of death
5 He surely shall not iaste,




New Savings of Jesus 3

Of line 2 nothing remains after ¢ (r x. Two guestions
have to be answered, What came next after ¢ {or? and
what stood at the end of the line? (1) The Editors give
xipios a8 very doubtful, and sal dwofardy as equally likely,
cf, Rev. i 18, T am he that lHveth and waa dead. (2) For
the next word or words they give the option between
& proper name in the dative, as fo PRilip, or fo Matthias;
& phrase such as to the other disciples (sc Dr. Bartlet,
ef. |. 32 and John xx, 26, Lis disriples were within and
Thomeas with them); and “Toidg r§, to Judas who is also
Thomas, Le. to Judas Thomas, sugpested by Professor Lake.
To these suggestions add that of Canon E. L. Hicks, who
guotes Dent. L 1, 2 Sam, xxifi. 1, and reads:—

These are tha words, the [fasé (words) which]

Spake Jesus the Living [snd Trus, to the Eleven)
And Thomas,

The points (1) end {2} bave to be settled fogether, in
order that the reading as a whole may be of the right
length. Supposing the eholes to lie between the readings,

4 (v «dpios Tols padyralr,
d (Gr xal érolardy 'Toddq rd,
and d (02 xal dAndipds Todde v,

each of which gives seventesn lotters after the x, I should
on the whole prefer the first of the three. The eompiler
would have claimed dominical sanction for his Sayings, sa
8t. Paul or St. Loke for the saying quoted in Aels xx 35
in the name of ‘the Lord Jeeus’; sand the Sayinge them-
selves or some of them tell us that they were addressed to
a plurality of disciples.

The reading ‘to the dimciples and Thomas' makes
8t Thomas the authority for the record, In the canomical
writings he becomes prominent only efter the Resurvection,
and to this period the Introduction to the New Sayings
seems to refer. The Editors’ variant for xdpos eupgested
by Rev. l.e. would make this reference a certainty. But
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