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CONVERSATION 1.

OF THE NATURE OF AlR.

FATHER—CHARLES —EMMA.

FATHER, That branch of natu-
ral plilosophy, which is called PPnen-
matics, treats of the nature, weight,
pressure, and spring of the air which
we breathe, and of the several elfects
dependent upon these properties,

Charles. You told us, a few days
ago, that the air, though to us invi-
sible, is a fluid ; but it sur;F.'I:,r differs
very much from those fuids which

YOL, 1V. B



pl PNEUMATICS.

you conversed upon when treating
of hydrostatics.

Father. [t does so: but recollect
the terms by which we defined @
Auid.

Charles. You distinguished a fluid
as a body, the parts of which yield
to the least pressure.

Father- The air, in which we live
and move, will answer to this defini-
tlon. Since we are continoally im-
mersed in it, as fish are in the water,
if the parts did not yield to the least
force, we should be constantly re-
minded of its presence by the resist-
ance made to our bodies ; whereas
persons upaccustomed to think on
these subjecls are not even aware
that they are surrounded with a fluid,
the weight and pressure of which, if
not countérbalanced by some other
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power, would instantly crush the
human frame,

Emma, - In a still, calm day, sech
as the present 15, when one can
scarcely discern a single leaf in mo-
tion, it is difficult to conceive of the
existence of such a flmid ; but when

down at once

Precipitant, descends a mingled mass
OF roaring winds, and flames, and rushing
floods, TaoMsox's SUMMER.

no doubt can remain as to the exist-
ence of some mighty unseen power,

Charles. By this quotation, Em-
ma, you take it for granted that the
air and the winds are the same.

LIuther. This is really the fact, as
we shall prove on a futore day.

Charles, But I am not quite sa-
Lisfied that the air is such a body as
you have described,



