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ADVERTISEMENT.

Having been requested by Messrs, Simplin,
Marshall, and Co., the Proprietors of Bland’s
‘Work on Latin Hexameter and Pentameter Verse,
to revise the Work accurately throughout, I
have gone through both that and the Key with
great care, and I am enabled to say, that the
work, as it now stands, is entirely free from the
errors, such as transpositions of words and false
metres, which were to be found in the former
edition,

J. A. GILES.

Findlesham, Aug., 1840.
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INFRODUCTION.

WueN Hexameters and Pentamaters are arranged
alternately the verse is termed Elegiac. This style
of writing is used in mbrﬁn of & diducmﬁc, m:i::.
or plaintive natume, ao in i istles,
Itmmllinthis place tor layPnEtuwngrldm
which should be observed in the composition of
these metres when used separately, and also when
combined altermately as abave mentioned. Verses
may be written in secendance with the strictest rules
contained in the ar, and yet may be utterly
deficient in that ¢ ce which gives value to versi-
fieatiow. When a writer has once formed his style
by rigrd adberence to the best models, he may
oceasionally deviete and adopt a few licences, ia
which he will find himself supported by the autho-
rity of the best pocts themsolves, But tﬂm licences
ave so sparingly used by the ancients, and the temp-
tation te fall wnto themis so great, thuthebeﬁi:ner
should on no account deviate from the following
rules, which may be considered as landmarks to
guide him in his course.

1. The last syllable of = word ending with a
vowel or m is eut off by the figures Synaleepha and
Echthlipeis, if the next word begin with a vowel
In this rule, the learner is to guard agnmst the in-
troduction of too many elisions in the same verse,
and is on no account to imitate the following line of
Virgil:—

Monstrum horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen ademptum,



iv*

Having once formed his style and taste by a
diligent rejection of every licence during his non-
age, the writer of Latin verse may begin to intro-
duce a few liberties, supported by the authorities
of those great poets whom he will make the ohjects
of his imitation. But those who have been trained
to observe the rule and the usage most scrupu-
lously will be most cautious in aveiling themselves
of a privilege which should be accorded only te
talent and facility.

The beginner then is on no aceount permitted
to violate the following restrictions and usages,
which may be considered as a supplement to his
prosody. Although instances occur, in the best
Latin poets, of deviations from them, which pre- .
vent them from passing into rules, yet are these
liberties so sparingly scattered through the most
admired works even of the greatest length, that
learners should by po means be encouraged to
adopt them.



CAUTIONS

ADDRESSED TO BEGINNERSY

Introduction to the Fifth Edition.

Tae rules of prosody are within the reach of
every learner of Lafin verse, But metrical ex-
ercises, so necessary to the formation of that tact,
by which alone the graces and more exquisite
beauties of language are felt, may be written in
perfect conformity with the more absolute laws
contained in the grammar, without yet attaining
to elegance, or even fo correctness. Not to canvass
the degree of licence in which a scholar may be
entitled to indulge, it will not be denied that
beginners should be trained to the observance, not
merely of positive rules, but alse of the most ap-
proved usages, the wiolation of which, if net,
strictly speaking, erroneous, is at-least ungraceful.
® Soma alterations in the introduetion to the fenrth editisn

have beep remdlered necessary by the chenges in the work as it
wtands at present. .
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It will also be equally inelegant to adopt the ;E::Mﬁw
of Lucretius, who sometimes, instead of eliding the
final m, makes the syllable short; as

Corporitm officium est quoniam premers omnia deorsum,

2. The more ancient Latin poets sometimes

elided s; as

Tum laterali’ dolor, certivsimu® nunciu’ mortis.
Since, however, this lieence had become exploded in
the time of Virgil and Horace, it is not to be imi-
tated by the pupil, although some modern scholars
have occasionally made use of it, in express imita-
tions of Lueretins and the old ;

3. Neither will it be wise for the pupil to elide a
vowel at the end of a hne in consequence of the
- mext verse beginning with a vowel; as in the fol-
lowing of Virgil :—

Bternitur infelix aliene vuloere, columpue
Aspicit,

4. The ancients sometimes retaimed a final vowel
pefore & word beginning with a vowel, and in this
case, if the vowe m%ong and did oot stand zs
the first syllable of a foot so as to receive the fefus,
4hey made it short : thus—

Ter sunt cooatl impovere Pelis Ossam—

¥t his Is Avethuosd Io Arethusa voeavit.
As this licence is only used under certain cireumn-
stances, and gives a great harshness of sound to the
verse if used injudiciously, it is to be avoided by
the pupil. -

5. The figure Synceresis (or Crasis), by which
two syllables are contracted into one, is also to be
avoided ; as in the following :—

Sint Mamcenatens non deemnt, Fleces, Marones.
Et setfsum varios retum seatite celores.




