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NOTE

OwinG to the limitations of space, it has been necessary to omit
mach thal weuld atherwise have had o place in this volume, Two
mmportant questions, the lilerary soaeces and the chronology, have
been beietly deslt with in the Appendix. The account of the
missionary joarieys in Aers is so familiar that the writer, instead
of retelling the stoey, has confined himeell to treating guestions of
specinl interest or mmporiance. Flis aim hag been maioly so to
resent the teaching of Taul wi to Lring vat glearly its distinetive
eaiires, and 1o commend its essential content, with the necessary
modifications of starement, to Christian thought to-day. In so
doing he s bot discharging a little of the great delt be himsell
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CHAPTER 1
PAUL THE SCRIBE

(1) Birth and Training as a Seribe.—According to
Paul's own testimony, he was born in Tarsus of Cilicia
(Acts xxi. 3o, xxil. 3), inheriting the Roman citizenship
(xvi. 37, xxil. 28, xxv. 12); but he was a thorough Jew,
speaking Aramaic, sprung from a Pharisaic stock (Phil
in. 53 IL Cor. xi. 225 II. Tim. i. 3; Acts xxiii. 6)
At an early age he was sent up to Jerusalem to be
trained as a Rabbi “at the feet of Gamalicl” (xxii. 3,
xxvi. 5); but before leaving Tarsus, in accordance with
Jewish custom he learned a trade, making tents out
of the rough goat's-hair cloth for which the district was
famed (xviii. 3). At the time of his arrest he had a
sister's son living in  Jerusalem (xxiii. 16). Jerome

repeats a tradition that he belonged to Gischala in
A
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Galilee, *from which, when captured by the Romans,
he removed with his parents to Tarsus in Cilicia.”
Thus a Jew in race and religion, he not only spent
hiz early wyears in a OGentile envirenment, but was
by his Boman citizenship put in wider relations
endowed with a larger cutlook. Tarsus was not only
famed for commerce, but also for its university, which
ranked with Athens and Alexandoa. The Stoic philo-
sophy and Roman law were here taught. By this
environment the boy Paul cannot but have been
influenced, althouzh there is no proof that he had
any extensive or exact Greek culiure. His knowledpge
of Greck literature or philosophy is such s any Jew,
living among Greeks, might pick up; and there was
much in Greek cultare for which he felt ondy contempt
(L Cor. 1. zo0; Col. 1. 8). 'The easy use of the Greek
language which he gained was a great help in his work
afterwards. To his Roman citizenship he probably
owed such familiarty with Roman law as he shows, his
recognition of the providential function of the Koman
Empire in protecting the preachers of the (Gospel, and
his aspiration o secure the whole Empire for Christ,
But although these nfluences can be traced in the
Christian apostle, they seem for a time at least o



