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PREFACE.

.
i

| FE present volume, following that
N on “The Nowels of Charles
Sl Thckens,” publiched fn 1897,
completes the diblivprapiical kistory of the
variows writings of fhe Novelist, dating
JFrom the fime when Ais first priniéd pagper
appeared in fhe Monthly Magazine, De-
cember, 1833, wmtii “that fotal day” in
Sune, 1Byo, wien Wiy prolific pen oas
JFemally faid aside, neper again to delight

¥

ws by ity Aumonr or affedt us to tfears by
s pathes.

No such comprehensive and exact accound
af Dickens's liferary produdions has hiikerfo
been altempled as Hhal whick (I venture
to hope ) 5 acoomplished in 1R volumie and

¥
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s predecessor.  The labour fnvolved has
naturally proved exacling, for if necessitated
consideradle research in wnfamiliar frelds
—an phservation which more particularly
applies to the present work., At least one
important point has been achisved—viz., the
compilation of a complete Nist of Dickens's
sphemeral contributions lo periodical litera-
ture, notably fo those journals of which he
himself was editor. By reason of their
anonymity, the numerous articles furnished
dy fim fe Household Words cam emly
be ideniified by means of infernal evidence,
so thal a most caveful perusal of the
entive ser of winefeen volumes became fm-
perative before it ras possible fo draw
up a st of the papers for which © the
Chiel " was ostensidly responsidle,.  The
date Mr. Charles Dickens the younger, who
had recently beem over fhe same ground,
endorsed the list (thus prepared) of the
writings which I attvibuted to his father ;
it may, therefore, be safely assumed that
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every article here cotologued mwar written
by Dickens, fnstances of collaboration being
duly noted.  With respect to All the Year
Round my fask was simpilified owing to
the fact that, by great pood-fortunme, I
discovered in the possession of Mr. W. H,
Hywe an “office™ set of that jowrnad, in
which had beem inscribed againsi each
article, efe., the name of the author thereof
—satigfactory and conclusive proaf as fo
itr origin,

The identification of several papers nol
previousiy recognised as emanating  from
LDhckens's pen was rendered feasidle by
the existence of the origina! MSS. in the
Forster Collection at he South Kensington
Museum. Among Heem swill be found e
autographs of a nwmber of the Novelfst's
contributions lo that defundd journal, The
Examiner, whichk Forster edited during the
Torites,

When preparing this work I naturally
avatied mysell of ceviain oul-of the-way
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information afforded by the Dickens Fiblio-
graphies of Messes, James Cook, R. H.
Shepherd, and C. P. Joknson; while I
am alse much indebted to Mr. Jokn F.
Dexter's “ Hints to Dickens Collectors”

Freperic G, KirTon.

BT, ALPANSE,
March, 1900,




