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PREFACE

Tue objeel of this book is lo stale as clearly as
may be, just whal the modern Shorl-story is, and Lo
enumerale and expound the principles underlying
the mosl Lypical examples of Lhis distinetive kind
of liction. An cxperience of several wvears as a
teacher of college classes 1n Shorl-story  wriling
convineed me that in the case of my own students
I could secure better resulls by the use of a texi-
book dilferenl in type from any of those available.
Some of Lhe existing works on the subject treal in
elaborate detail the develepment of Lhe Shorl-story
from the lUme of the narratives of Lhe Egyplian
papyri; others confuse lhe student by discussing
al oo greal length many related forms of merely
shorl fiction. In regard to other more or less ad-
mirable texts, T have only to say thal my method
differs from that Leid down in any of them. In
teaching Lhe wriling of the Shorl-story, 1 have
thought it besl Lo hold to the strietly modern form,
and to leave Lhe history of its evolution as malter
for a separafe and distinel eourse of study. |
soon became convineed that I should have to make
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a restatement of what is known aboutl the Short-
story in the order which experience taught me was
most serviceable from the Leacher’s poinl of view.

When this convietion came to me, I found myself
too closely oceupied with other imperative duties
o undertake such a work. 1L was my good fortune
to be able Lo turn, at Lhis time, Lo one of my former
students, Miss Lucy Lilian Noteslein, a graduale
of the Universily of Woosler, She brought lo the
work a broad and thorough knowledge of the sub-
jeel, an enthusiastic devolion, and a carefulness of
detall which I mysel could searcely have sum-
moned. Thus it is thal, although lhe idea of this
book orginated with me, the actual work has all
been done by Mliss Nolestein. Together we have
agreed upon the plan and the contents of Lhe volume,
and together we have read il in proof,

It will be noticed thal, in the main, the text is
based upon a few modern Shorl-stories which have
carned for Lhemselves an eslablished place in litera-
ture. We have felt that il is a distinet gain Lo
illustrate all points by relercnce to these few ex-
amples. Teachers may require students o become
thoroughly familiar with Lhe stories herein referred
to, and students will find a distinet gain in power
in actually mastering Lhese specimens.  Moreover,
the principles underlying these Short-stories will be
found to be Lhe principles underlying all good Short-
stories.  Although in the preparalion of this book
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many hundreds of stories have been read, we have
refrained [rom burdening the text with Litles.  The
restriction of examples is a parl of our method.

Those who desire histories of the Shorl-story may
select from a number on the marckel.  Bibliographies
of the subjecl are now easily aceessible.  We have
therefore burdened this velume wilth neither his-
tory nor bibliography. We hove made an effort
to hold Lo the original purpose: lo set forth a study
of the Short-story in its typical modern form. We
have consulted al firsl hand all the published litera-
ture bearing upon Lhis fictional form, and have used
it as best suiled our purposc.  We have tried to
indicale in all cases direct indeblodness Lo previous
wrilers on the same subject.

It is our hope that this book may prove of much
value to the rapidly increasing number of privale
readers and sludents who are finding in the Short-
story Lhal high degree of satisfaclion which comes
from a study of finished art.  Although prepared
primarily for use as a college lext-bool, the volume
is nol, i our epinion, for thal reason less adapled
to Lhe wse of the gencral reader, bul more so,
Every altempl has been made Lo aveid vagueness
and obscurily of statement: no attempl has been
made Lo employ lechnical or vousual terms for Lhe
sake of the terms themselves.  We have tried Lo be
honestly, transparently siraightforward and unos-
tentalious.
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There remains only the pleasure of acknowledging
the unusual debl of gralilude we owe Lo Jonas 0.
Notestein, Avlsworth Professor of the Latin Lan-
guage and Literature; to Mr. Walter E. Peck, of Lhe
department of Rheloric and English Composition,
in the Universily of Wooster; and to Mrs. Fern
Greenwald Dunn. For helpful suggestion, sympa-
thetic eriticism, and aid in seeing this volume
through the press, we can render to them ne

adequate return.
WALDO H, DUNN

UsivepsiTy oF WoOsSTER,
October 4, 1913



