JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.
VOLUME XYVI. NO. 295-314
JANUARY 1913- DECEMBER 1914



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649619863

Journal of the Society for Psychical Research. Volume XVI. No. 295-314 , January 1913-
December 1914 by Society for Psychical Research

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH

JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.
VOLUME XYVI. NO. 295-314
JANUARY 1913- DECEMBER 1914

ﬁTrieste






JOURNAL

(\VE

B,

OF THE g koA >

LEPT

Society for Psychical Research

VOLUME XVI

1913—1Q14

for Private Crrendalion anong Memibors

aid  Assocrates ondy

THE SOCIETY'S ROEAS
30 HANOVER SOUARE, LONDON, IV,

AFE riphis wererad



No, CCXCV, <V, XVL Janvany, 1913

JOURNAL

OF THE

Society for Psychical Research.

HIRNTEXTH,

FAGE

New Membors anal Assockaices, - 3
Mevtlng of the Councll, - |
Prieate Mocting for Mombers misl Associnbon, g
Uase, - 3
L]

Payehical Rescwrchers mind the WA te |islgbipes, By F, 0, Copstalde, -
Notas on Cases priuted i1 Uee led fosranl, -
Ohituwry - A W Ihibdde, -

NOTICE OF MEETING.

A Private Meetin

Fo

MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES ONLY
WILL BE HELD IN

THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,
ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF 20 HANOYER SQUARE, LONDON, W.

g of the Society

On TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 114k, 1913, at § pam.

WIENX A TAPER EXNTITLED

€A Stud}r of Dreams”

WILL BE EEAIM BY

Dr. FREDERIK vax EEDEN.

N.B.—No Trckets of Admission are tsswed for this Meeting.,  Members
and Associales will be asked fo sign Hhelr names on enfering.

TEA WILE BE SERFED AT 4.3
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NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Names of Members are printad in Black Type.
Names of Associnles ave printed in SMaLL CAPITALS.

Clark, Rev. F. H H., 7 Wyndham Place, Bryanston Square,
London, W.

Edwardes, Mrs. Dyer, 5 Hyde Park Gate, Kensington, London, W.

Guttwoch, Charles, 7 Kingswood Avenue, (ueen's Park, London,
N, WL

Mason, Frank, 7 Stanley Creseent, London, W.

Grrrewr, J. W, Adslaide, Sonth Anstralia.

Mawpevieie, Mzs, Jaxes 1, 15646 South 6th Btreet, Terre Haute,
Indiana, U.B.A.

M*CoxyEr, Mrs., Matleske lall, Norwich.

MENESDRZ-MENA, Robouro, LL.JI., InSe., Merida, Yucatan, Meaxico.

Pve, W. A, Priest Hill, Limpsfichd, Surrey.

Trexcu, Mus C. Cuexevix, Broomfeld, Cambarley, Surrey,

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Tur 118th Meeting of the Council was held at 20 Hanover
Square, London, W,, on Monday, December 9th, 1912, at 6 pam.,
M H Awprovn Ssrms in the chailr  There were also present:
Mr. W. W. Bacually, the Rev. M. A, Bayfield, 5ir Lawrence
J. Jones, Bart, Mr. W, M‘Dougall, D)r. T. W, Mitchell, Mr.
J. G Tiddington, Mrs. Ienry Sidewick, and Mrs, A W.
Verrall; also Miss Aliee Johnson, Desenrch Officer, and Miszs
Izabel Newton, Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read
and signed as correct. .

Four new Members and six new Associates were elected.
Their names and addresses are given above,

The mounthly sccounts for November, 1912, were presented
and taken as read,

PRIVATE MEETING FOI! MEMDBERS AND ASSOCIATES.

Tue 42Znd Private Meeting of the Society for Members and
Associates only was hLeld in the Council Chamber at 20
Hanover Square, London, W., on Mounday, December 9th, 1912,
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abt 830 pa; Mes, Hesey Smwewick in the chairn Mrs,
Bidgwick, in weleoming  the reader of the paper, expressed
great regret that Sir William  DBarrett, its joint author, was
unfortunately unable to be present, on account of illness.

Tur KHev. E Savenn Hicks read a paper by Sir William
Barrett and himself on * Recent Experiments with the Ouija
DBoard.”

The experiments he deseribed were ecarpied out by a small
group of members of the Dublin Lecal Section, who met
regularly for the purpose.  They used an ordinary baize-
topped card-table, on which they distributed at random the
letters of the alphabet, covering them with a sheet of plain
glass, 22 inches square. The sitters were blindfolded, amd
various precautions were taken Lo prevent them from knowing
the position and arrangement of the letters, which were fre-
guently changed. Nevertheless coherent sentences were spelt
out and intelligent answers given to questions, notes being
always tuken by cne of the other persons present who were
observine what took place.

Mr. Hicks added to the interest of the paper by exhibiting
a table arranged with an alphabet and & sheel of glass, as
used at the sitbings. In the discussion that followed, many
guestions recarding the experiments were asked, and Muos,
Sidgwick expressed the hope that other members of the Socicty
would experiment on zimilar lings and report the resnlts

obtained. :
CASE

L. 1194, Apparition.
TaE following case of an apparition, seen on the first day of
what proved to be the fatal illness of the person represented
by it, was recently communicated to Mrs, Sidgwick by a friend
of hers, who was acquainted with the percipient, Mrs. Belton,
and Mrz, Bolton then kindly zent us an account of her experi-
ence. The first account was written by ber busband and
signed by herself, and the ecorroborative statements of ler
gervants, to whom she mentioned what she had seen at the
time, are embodied in i, as follows;

December Tih, 1912,

Oet. 7, [1900] Sunday.—When in church at the afternoon service,

when the last hymn was being aung, [ distinetly saw my step-son
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standing outside the pew looking in my face. 1 stopped singing,
feeling very upset, and sat down. On looking again I saw the face
again, hut looking drawn and white. ) }
On returning to the house [ called the maid who always waited
upon him, and T said, “Sarah, T feel Master Charles is ill ; he will
die,” and I burst into tears. The maid said, “1 think, madam, you
eannot be wall”
(This statement #s to what my mistress said to me is quite corresk
SARAH WHYBROW.)

T also spoke to B. Webb, the cook, and said, “T saw Master Charles
in chirch, and T saw his coffin by the chancel steps.”

{T'his statement is guite correct.

EnizaneTH WEER.)

On this day Charles wrote his last letter to me,

Oct. 13.—My huoshand heard from Charles that he was on the sick
list, and this day he was moved from the “ Beabow 7 to hospital.

(et 17—Much against my wish, we went to Boscombe.

. 19.—My husband went up to Greenoek.

Oef, #4—Decided to go myeell to Greenock, notwithstanding my
hushand’s telegram that “there wos a decided improvement,” and
telegraphing me not to come up.

Oit, 25.—Doctor said there was no hope, but when [Charles] saw
me his facs brightensd, and taking me by the hand he said, = Oh,
mother, mother.”

Ot 30,—0n this night I felt a strong pressure on my lefb arm,
and [ put out my hand, thinking some one was there, but I felt
nothing ; but I said, “Charles, are you here?” No answer came,
but I felt a further strong pressure.

Chaf. 30.—On thiz day ho was brought howme and placed in the
church.

All the dates in thiz statement are eorrect, and sgree with memo.'s
made in [Captain Doltons] discy of 1900,

(Signed) C. J. Bortox,
Dec, THh, 1912,

This is a true statement written by wy husband for me
JuLia E. Bovron,

Mrs, Sidgwick went to see Captain and Mrs. Bolton on
December Tth, 1912, and gives the following necount of her
interview :

I saw Captain and Mra, Folton al their residence, Bocking Hall,
EBraintree, yesterday. I heard from Mrz. Bolton about her experi-
ence, and received from them the aseomnt writton out by Captain
Bolton for his wife and signed by her. She also read me an
account written by herself, which she has promized to copy and
send me. Tt containg important points which she also told me in
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conversation, namely, that the letter written on the Sunday stated
that Ter stepsom, Lieutenant Holton, IhZ\., had o cold, and that
ot neeount of the alarm caused by her vision sho t.t.hr.,r‘tplu,:l i
the Monday to ask how he was, and received a telegram in reply
stating that he had slight fufluenza.  The letter anld ulugr.umq have
been destroyed.  This was the Deginning of the illness of which he
died.  Pnenmonia supervened on the influenes, and then the heart
fuiled.

I saw both the servants who sign statcwents in the acconnt,
It will be notieed that one speaks of a collin at the chancel steps,
Mrz. DBolton conlirms this, bt my impression is thar, if she veally
gaw it al the same thme az the fgure, it must have been much
Bese wvividh [ wsatherad thet it was the apparition and the drawn
expression of the face when she looked up awl saw it again that
alarmed rer.  The coffin actually stood in the chureh at the chaneel
steps during the night before it was buried in the churchyard of a
neighbouring parish.  The house, it may he observed, iz quite close
Lo the ehureh.

Errixon MILDRED SIDGWICK.

In reply Lo a request from DMre, Sidewick that Captain
Bolton would write Lis own recolleetion of what AMrs. Bolton
had told him at the time, he wrote to her:

Bocwive llann, BraAINTREE,
Esspx, Dee. T106h, 1912,

ln answer to your enquiries; I bave po recollection of my
wife saying anylhing to me 1eganding secing the apparition in
chureh, and I think thiz can be accounted for. DMy , whao
was in our pew thsl allernoon, came in to the house with ws o
have tea, and remained all the afterncon, snd of course she would
not say anylhing before him, and, again, she might have thonght
I should eonsider her fanciful and foolish. . . .

1 have a t.liﬁt.ilml. romembrance of my wife's distrezz at thot time,
and her great anxiety, and that I postponed our visit Lo Boseombe
for = wugL at her persistent request, although we had the house
taken.

You wnzt remember all thiz took pIace twelve yenrs mnzo, :Lm] al
B84 (my age) memory is nob quite ab its best,

C. J. Bowtox.

Mrz. Bolton afterwards wrote & more detailed necount from
which we extract the following :

Bockise HaLn, Drasirmes,
Essmx, free. 1345, 1912,

On October Tth, 1900, on Sunday afternoon, I was sitting in the
Bocking Hall pew, and dunnb the lagt hymn I looked up and my
a!ep-mn,, Lieutenant Bultun, appeared 1o be ammlml,; in front of me,
and looking earnestly into my face. T stopped singing and say down
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feeling very upset. 1 looked again and saw his expression had
changed and he looked drawn and white. After leaving the church
I came into the house and went inte the honsemaids room and
called my honsemaid, Sarah Whybrow (who always waited upon
him), #snd =aid, “Sarab, Muster Charlie iz ill. I have seen him
and he i going to die.” The maid answered, “1 think, madam,
vonr aee il 1 felt so distressed T horst into wucontrollable tears,

On the next morning by the second post, Oet, 8th, T received a
letter from my step-son saving “he had a slight attack of inflnenza.”
(It was the last letter he wrote to me.)

On the same day, Oet. 8th, I telegraphed to him to know how
he was, The rsl:ll"!.-' Wis, "sl'lght. influenza.”

We hind previously taken a house in Boscombe for the following
Wednesday, 10th, hut with diffioulty I persmaded my hnshand to
wait o few days bere, feeling my son would want me. From the
Heh telegrams beswiéen my son and me passed, but alwavs he was
Heelting on”  We heard of nothing serious @l Satuvday, 13th,
when we received a telegram to say * Lient. Bolton has becn moved
from the “Benbow’ to the hospital in Gresnock”

The rest of the account deseribes the course of the illoess
which terminated fatally on Sunday, October 28cth, 1900,

PSYCHICAL HESEARCHERS AND THE WILL TO
DISBELIEVE?

By F. C. CoxsTivig

Ir may be that the will to belicve vitiates all the resulis
of psychical researchers. Buy, if so, it is possible at the same
time (hat the will to disbelieve as [ully vitintes the criticiam
of Dr. Ivor Tuckett

D, Tuckett ot the outset compares the schools of thought
of Sir Iay TLankester on the one hand and of Sir Oliver
Lodge and Sir William Uarrett on the other. e says: “The
former demnnds evidence which is eapable of verification and
is bused on experiments or observations that ean be repeated
under definite and known conditions, while the latter is satisfied
with evidence that does not come up to this standard”

Dr. Tuckett evidently asrees with the former school aud,
as will be shown, such agreement prevents him from any
unbiassed consideration of the evidence in favour of telepathy.
Sir Ilay Lankester is vessonable: bhe denics the possibility of

1A reply to ' Psychical Researchers and the will to Believe,” by Dr, lvor
Tuskett, Bedrock, July, 1012



