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York Hospital, Dr. Weir found ether-deaths in
the proportion of one to each two thousand.®

In New York, Philadelphia and Boston there
is a curions distrust of chloroform not apparent
in the rest of the world of surgery to the same
degree, either abroad or in this country,

The writer wag one of a hundred or more
auditors when that famous surgeon, Dir. Hexry
B. Sands, once teld a story which it required a
man of his eminence and bis truthfulness to
relate, concerning an experience of his in Ger-
many. He was present during an operaticn by
D[r, 3chede in the Allgemeines Krankenhauns in
Humburg:-Eppendorf, when Schede happesned
to remark that he had pever in his life seen
ether given:; that he and all the famous men
of his country relied solely upon chlorofcrm.
Dr. Sands thereupon agresd to enlighten his
inexperience, and taking the anesthetist's place
gave ether to the pext patient. It is painful
to relate that this patient had the bad taste
to die from the ether, thus casting fiscredit
upon a most vainable drug, Dr. Sands said
that he and Dir, Schede worked over the man
with artificial respiration and cther means for
a long while, but failed to revive him. And
I venture to say that [dr. Schede now has the
same distrust uni fear of ether asan anesthetic
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in the brain chloroform is saferthan otherwise,

2, In childhood; at least, this isthe teaching
of Dr. Jacobi and numercus other children's
specialists,

3. To econtrol convulsions—uremic, epileptic,
strychunic ¢f 2/, Here ether would be too slow
in taking effect.

4. In cases where actual cautery must ke
used about the mouth, ether being inflammable.

5. In certain diseases of the lungs, kidneys,
stomach, brain,

6. In military surgery, being less bulky,
maote rapid in action and cheaper.

7. In hot climates {ether hoils at gz° F|
chloroform at 142° F.} !

8 At nighl, if flarne must be held near the
patient. (Buat chloroform is not free from disad-
vantage at night, being decompesed by the
flame, and chlorine and other gaseous irritants
set free.  All surgeons have noticed the ten-
dency to ecough under such ¢ircumstances.)

The Question of Mizvturss —This is one that
remainsg unsettled, the widest divergence of
views continuing, Dr J. C. Reeve, already
quoted as to relative mortality, says: ‘“The
chloroform committee of the Medico-Chirurgi-
cal Society of London in 1864 recommended,
among cthers, a mixture of one part alcohol,
two parts chloroform and three parts ether, by
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Nitrous Oxide,—The writer believes that
laughing-pas will be considerably more usedin
the future, in general surgery, than in the
past. Now that it is obtainable in liguid form
in small steel canisters® of auch a size that one
may be slipped within a small handbag, an
objection to its use has disappeared, A special
closely fitting mask and a large thin rubber
bag to hold the gas generated from the liguid,
complete the outfit,

Heretofore its exhibition has remained almost
solely in the hands of dentists; but it would
geem that there 14 a field here for young phys=i-
cians to fill. The writer has many times em-
ployed a certain dentist to give gas at the
patient’s house, and on more than one occasion
the operation has lasted, with satisfactory anes-
thesia, fully three-quarters of an hour.4

As every one knows, the coler of the patient
meanwhile is always ghastly in its lividity; but
this seems not dangerous in realty. Differing

=1t ja Nguefied by aboat forty atmospheres. Hince ed6e, or
thereahouts, By O has keen liguetied and shioped in Jarge canis-
ters all over che world. Bot ip general surgery al the patiant's
tesidence, there has, re yet, been comparatively little use of the
small, saslly portable steel oy inders of 1he Hguid.

+ Prof, B Qgden Noremaos infnrms the writer that many years
ngo At g lectore ot Steinway Hall, N, V., for the benefle of the
widow of Dr. Horace Wella, Dv. ]. Marion Sime stated that he
{5ima} had performed an operation An hour and twenty minuteg
long wnder langhing-gas anesthesia.



