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We do not acmgate fo ourselves so much as o supposs, that our
eommesdaiion con add any thing o the zuthority of such & name a3
thot of Brcirasp BaxTer. He lquugar.'E to a elass of men, whoss
characters and genius, now universally venerated, scem to have been
mosl pecalizrly adapted, by Divine Providence, fo the cirenmatonees ef
thele age and conntry. We do nol apeak only of those who putook
in Baxier's views of ecelesiastical polity; but of thoze who, under any
name, maintained the cause of troth and liberty, during the eventful
period of the seventeenth centory. They were made of the sume firm
gtoff with the Wieklifs, and the Luthers, and the Knoxes, and the Cran.
mers, and the Latimers, of o former age. They formed 3 distingnished
division of the same plorious army of reformation; they encountered
similar obstacles, and they were direeted, snd supperted, and animated,
by the same spirit. They were the true and enlightened crosaders,
who, with all the zeal znd eomrage which eonducted their chivalrons
aueestors to the earthly Jernsulem, fought their way to the heavenly
city; and rescuing, by their sullerings and by their labours, the key of
knowledges from tho unworthy hands in which it had long Inin rosteds
and misased, gencrously left it as a rich inheritance to a1l coming goner-=
ations. They speak with the solomn dignity of marlyra. They seem
to feel the imporianee of thelr theme, and the perpeton]l presence of
Ilim who is the grent subject of it There are only two things which
$hey seem to consider as realitlos—the favour of God and the enmity
of God; and only two parties in the universe to choose between—the
party of God, and the party of his adversurfes, Ience that heroic and
noble tone whieh marks their lives and their writings, They had chosen
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4 INTREODUCTORY EBBAY.

their wide, and they kitw that it was worthy of all they could do or
aidler for it

The agitated state of swrrounding cirenmstunces wave them continual
proot of the instability of all things temporn!; and Ineulented on them
the mecessity of sceling a happiness which might be independent of
external things, They thus pesciteally learned the vanity and nothing-
nysa of 1ifiy axeept in its relation to sternity; and they declred to their
fellow-erentures the mysferies of the kingdom of God, with the lone of
men whe knew thal the lishiest word which they spoke ontweizhed, in
the balumee of reason ng well as of the smmetoary, the value of all
carth'a plans, and polities, and interesls, They were upon high and firm
pround.  They stood in the midst of that tempestuons ocean, secure
on the Roek of Ames; and as they uttered to thoss aroumd them Cheir
lnvitations, or remonstranecs, o consolstions, they thoughi not of the
taates, buf of the necessities of men—they thomghl only of the differ-
ence belween bemg Jost and Lelng saved, and they cried alowd, snd
spared not,

There is no doubt o great vadety of theweht, and Geeling, and expres-
stony, o be met with in the theologiea] writers of that class; but desp
snd solemn seriousness is the common character of them sl They
geem iy hove Rlb omuch,  Belivion was wot allowed to remain as an
unwsed theory in their heads; they were foreed to live on it ng their
food, and to huve reeourse Lo ilas Chele ooly strecgth and eomloel, Tenee
their thoughts are never given s abstoaet views; they are alwayz deeply
impregnoted with sentiment.  Their =iyla reminds ws of the light which
gtrenms thromgh the stained und stordad windows of an ancient cathe-
dral. Tt is not light merely, but light modified by the rich Tines, and
the queint forms, and the varlons incidents, of the pictured medium
through which it passes, Bo these venersble worllics de nol give =
merely ideas, Lot idess eoloured by the deep affections of their own
licarts; they do not merely give us truth, bk drath in ils bistorieal
application 1o the vardous strugeles, oud difficeltios;, and dejections of
their steanrely-choquered lives, This gives a great interest to their
writingz. They are real men, and not books, that we are conversing
with,  And the peses, nnd the strength, and the hope, which they
dieseribe; pre not the fictions of faney, but the positive and substamtial
effects of the knowledge of God on thelr own minds, They are thus
not merely waymarks to direet our journeyings; they seem themselves
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pilgrims travellmg on the sume rond, and encouraging us to keop pace
with them,  In their books, they seem thas 2till to journey, still to come-
bak; but, Of Iet us thivk of the bright reality!—their contesis pre past,
their labours are over; thoy have fought the good fght, mnd they are
now ab rest, made perfeet In Chest Josua, They are jolned to thet
clogd of witnessea, of whom the world was not worthy; ond their
natnes are inzsedbed o the rolls of heaven; yet not for thelr own plory,
bt for the glovy of him who washed them from their sins in his own
bleod, and whosoe atrength was inads perfoet In thelr weaknoess,

Thess wers the greal men of 'l".'llg’!:.md, and fo them, wder God, is
England fndebted for mueh of that which is valnable in ber pulilie insti-
tutions, and in the character of her people.  They were indeed a noble
army; they wers born from above to be the combatauts for tenth, they
were placed in the gap, and they held their ground, or fell at their posts.

In this army Richond Baster was a stopdacdbearer.  He Inboured
much, g3 well in preaching as in writing; snd with an abundant blessing
on both, Ile had afl the high mental qualities of his elass in perfection.
His mind ia inexhaurtible, and vimorons, and vivacious, to an extraordi.
nary degree.  He scizes irresistibly on the atlention, and curres it along
with him; and we assuredly do mot Imow any awthor who esn be com-
pumd with him, for the powtr with which he brings his rn_;mﬂar dimeﬂ]r
face to face with death, ond judpment, and efernity; and compels him
to lovk upon them, and eonverse with them, TTo ia himself most decply
serigus, and the holy solemnily of his vwn sonl seems to envelope the
reader, a2 with the air of a temple,

The Saints’ Ererlgstimgr Hest woas writien on g bed of sicknesa, Tt
contning thosa thoughts and feclings which oveupied, aud fortified, and
animated the author, 25 he slood on the brink of etornity. The exam.
ples of heavenly mediisiion which b gives, really breaths of heaven;
amd the Tmportanes of sech meditadion, as a duty, atl 22 3 mesns of
spiritun] growth, is admirably sct forth, and most pewerfully enforced.
And is it not o most perniciovs madnoss and stupidity to negleet this
duty? Tsit nol strange that such prospects should exeite so little inter-
eel? Ts it mot strange that the uncerfainty of the duration of Hife, and
the certiinty of its sorrows, do not compel men to seck refuge In that
wberitanes which is ineorruptible, undefiled, snd which fedeth not away?
Is it not strangre thut the offers of friendship, and intimate relation-
ship, which God is continuslly helding out to ws, should bo shighied,
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6 ISTRODUCTORY EEEAY.

even in competition with the society of those whom wo cannot but
despise and reprobate? Is it not strange that we should, day after day,
allow oursalves bo be duped by the ssmo false promises of happiness,
which have disappoinied us, just as often as they have been trosted? O!
let ns he porsusded, thot there is no rest in created things. No: thore
is no rest, except in Iim who made us.  Who iz the man that ean say
he has found rest clsewhere? No man says it May God open ouwr
licarts, pa well aa our understindings, to see the fruth; that we may
practically know the insulliciency, and hoellowness, and nsceurity of afl
carthly hopes; and that we may be led, in simplicily and sumestness,
to seck, nnd 80 bo find, our rest in Himself, R O

EaiwsriaE, Firuary, 1L



THE

COMPILER’S PREFACE.

Mgz, Ricmaen Baxrer, the author of the Sainds” Rest, so well known
e the world by this and muny other excellent and wseful writings, was
a learned, lsborions, and eminently holy diving of the last age.  He was
born near Shrewebury in 1615, and died at Loudon in 1691,

His ministry, in an unsettled siate, was for many years amployed with
great and extensive suecesa, both in London and in severnl parts of the
country; but he was no where fixed so long, or with such entire satis-
fartion o himself, aud appatent advantags to others, as o Kiddermin- -
ster, ITia ahode there was indeed interrupted, partly by his bud beslth,
pué chiclly by the ealumities of = civil war, yot i tho whele it ameounted
Lo sizteen vears; nor was it by any means the resnli of hiz own choice,
or that of the inhabitants of Kiddenminster, that be never setiled there
again, aller his geing from thence in 1660, Defore his eoming thither,
the place was overrun with ignoranes and profanencss; but, by the divine
'lﬂaming on his wise and fajthful coltivation, the froils of richteroeness
sprung up in rich abundance. He at first found but 2 single instanco
or Lwo of daily family prayer in a whole stresk; and, sl his groing away,
but oug Bunily or two could be found in soroe strects that continued to
neglect it. And on Lord's days, instend of the open profamation to
which they bad been so long accustomed, a person, in passing through
the town, in the intervala of public worship, might overhear hundreds
of fumilies engaged In singing peslms, reading the Berdptores aud
other pood books, or such sermons as they had wrote down, while they
heard them from the pulpit. s care of the souls commilled to his
charge, and the suecess of his lubeurs among them, were truly remark-
able; for the number of his stated communicants rose to six hundred,
of whom he himself declared there were not twelve concerning whose
sincere piety he had not reason to enmtertain good hopes.  Tlessed be
God, the religiﬂus spirit which waa thus happily introdueed, i yel {o ba
trneed in the town and neighbourkood in some degree—O that it were
in a grealerl—and in propertion zs thut spicit remains, the bame of Me
Baxter continues in the most honoarable and affectionate remembranca.

Asz a wriler, he has the approbation of some of his greatest contempo-
rarics, who best knew him, and were under no temptations to be partial
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in his favour, D, Barrow sabd “His practical wrilings were never
mended, and his controversial ones seldom confuted.”  With o view to
kis easnistical writlngs, the Hon Robert Boyle declared, #1le was the
fittest man of the age for a casniet, bepanse he feared Do mun's displen-
sure, nor hoped lor any mef's preforment.”  Bishop Wilkins abserved
of him, %that e had enitiveted every aubject he had handled; that if he
hiad lived in the primitive fimes, ha swould have been one af the faltlors
of the ehureli; and thot it wes enough for one age to produce sueh a
peracn a5 A Baxter”  Archbishop Usher had aoch high thoughts of
him, that, by his eprnest importunity, he put him wpon weiting several
of his practicn] di=scourses, parfienlarly that eelchrated picee, his Call 19
the Ineonverisd.  Dr, Manton, s he freely expressed ity *thoughl B
Baxter eame nearer the apostolical writings then any man in the ppe®
And It is both as o preacher and & weiter thal D, Bates considers him,
when, in kis fuperal sermon for him, he says: “In his sermons, there
was 7 rare nnion of arpuments sad motives, e eonvines the mind and
guint the heact, Al the fountains of reazon and persuasion were open
to his disgeming eye.  There was no resisting the foree of his disconrses,
withoot denying resson and divine revelulion.  Ils had s marvellous
fagility and copiousness In gpeaking,  "Phere was o neble pegligence in
Liz style, for his great mind conld not stoop Lo the sffected elogmence
of words: he despised Dashy omtory, but Lis expressions wore clear
powerful; 3o convincing the understanding, so entering into the soul, so
engaping the affections, tal these Weos as deaf 1y adders wlo ware not
charmed by so wise & charmer,  TTe was animated with the Holy Spicit,
and breathed Pelestial fire, to inspire sl sod Gile inte dead sioners, and
Lo melt ihe obdurate in their frozen tombe,  ITis books, for thelr nuim.
ber (which il secms wus more then one bundred snd twenty) and variety
of mulier in them, make o library.  They contain a tressure of contro-
voraial, casuistical, and praetical ﬂi\'lult],r. His books of praelil ﬂiﬁnit}r
have bepn clfeetual for more numerons conversions of siuners to God,
ihan any pristed in our Lime; snd, while the church remains on earlh,
will e of continual uﬁcﬂ.ﬁ}f to revover Jost souls,  "Uhero s a vigorous
pulse in them, that keepa the reader awake and attentive."—T'o these
tealimonies may not improperly be pdded (ot of the editors of iz proe-
tienl worlis in four folio velumes; in the preface to which they sup—
“Perhaps there are no writings smong usz that have more of a troe
Christian apirit, & greater mixture of judgment and affection, or a greater
bendeney to revive pure and undefiled religion; that bave been more
eateemed nbroad, or more blessed af home, for the awakening the scoure,
instructing the lpnovint, confirming the wovering, comlorting the dejerted,
recovering the profane, ov improving such #s are troly serious, thun the
practical works of this author”  Soch wers the apprehensions of emi-
nent persons, who were well aequaisted with Mr, Baxter and his writings.



