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TIME AND TIME-TELLERS.

Tise eannnt be thoroughly defined, noreven properly
comprehended by mankind, for nur personal achmaint-
ance with it 13 s bricf that oor longest term 15 com-
pared to a span, and bo fthe grass which in the
worning s green and groweth up, and in the cvening
14 cot down and withered.!  The ordmary thimker cuan
scatcely carry his idea of Time beyoud that small
portiorr of 1t which he has known, nnder the name
of life.time.  The metaphysician classez Trme with
those other mysteries,—Space, Matter, Motion, Force,
Consebousness, which are the Gordn knots of
Mental Science.  Time 12 naturally divided ingo three
moal wnequal parts,—whereof the Past includes all
that has happened until now from that far-distant
peniod when # [Teaven and Earth rose ont of chaos ;?
the Present is but a moment, expended in a breath,
tr be again like that breath momentarily renewed;
the Future isy as the l’ﬂst,T‘-l wide unbounded pros-
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pect,” an fundiseavered country,” mto which Prophecy
it=sclf penetrates but partially, and even then bears back
to us but small information ; for its language catches
the character of a Emndv&f clime, and the denizens
ef this lower carth are incapable of understanding
its porgeous metaphors; the brightoess is a5 blinding
as the durkness. We may attenpt 1o pierce the
Fatiire h}' Ehue |i:__l;11t which H:EI{II"_I.' throws from the
Past, but History*a record 5 imperfect ; her chroniceles
are of the mdest sud wnost unrelable clhiameter s
her most valoed memporials serve bat (o make Past
Plarkoess visible, Der most apcient regiziers reach
back hut a short distioce compared with those testi-
monice which gm::hgiﬁlr-: have discovered, and g'rln_-n
us ventable ! sermons in stones® about,  The Past s,
intlecd, searvely less of a mystery than the Future ; even
the PPreseqat we only konow in part, but we do know
that the hriel term during which mun * fits across the
stage ' of time ere he roes henes amd 13 no more seen,
15 of mestimahle valoe.,  Nlost of us soon make (he
discovery that the world has much to teach which
there is Hittde time to learn and still less time 1o apply
toguod purpose.  Ars loaga, vifa brevis est, is the gen-
eral expression of human experience.  For every man
there are duties anid Tabours for which time is all too
short ; just as he beyaos to voderstand and 1o per-
form his work wizely and successfully, the *spirie of
the destinies,” as Mr Cadyle would sy, "ealls him
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awny ;* bot whither he gnﬂth 13 @5 great & mystery as
whenee he cometh,  This, however, we do knaw, no-
wise man ever disregarded Thune, inasmuech as of this
treasure there is no laying in a fresh store when life’s
supply has been exbassted ; the wasters, the “ killers®
of Time, like the foolish virgins who neglected their
lairsps, are met invariably with the * Not so,"—as the
door of npgmﬂ;unit:; ig shur in thewr faces:  Like the
dial with the inscription * Nulla vestigie refrovsin”
each man's steps are taken never (o be retraced, the
act opce done can no more be reealled than the
shadow on the dial can g0 backward.  What wonder
then that the most thoughtful of men are partscularly
careful of their time, pepulating their use of it with
the ntmeat precision and woghing it oot a8 scrupal-
ouly as a miser woold his gold ¥ What wonder thut
they ehould sigh and grieve over o wissted dav, and
with bitter self-reproach should say Lo themsebes as
Titws did, ¥ Perlidy diesn,’—1 have lost aday?  What
wonder i it that such should teach themsclves to
wrestle with Time, even as Jacob wrestled with rthe
angel, for a blessing: and to regird those reckless
ones, in whose botterfly existence are connted only
the * shining honrd,"—as the bee might be supposed
to regand the idle gnats which frolic in the sun-
beams heedless both of to.day and of te-morrow.
The poets are our best interpreters of Time, and
they seem pever tired of rr:E':.'rr'rng to ot and 5}'m11n|-
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g it by every possible figure, emblem, and trope®
Celenity of motion and brevity of durition are dis-
covered o be itz ehief eharacteristies,  Tone 15
therefore depicted as fving,—tust, nolisclessly, and
vminterraptedly. Tt is-a viver, speeding oo with -
perceptibbe but resistless pace to the ocean of eternity,
It 12 a stern vigorous old man—Time i3 already old
—rushing by us with never-slackening strides, bearing
|l|ti-ziillg:u- fior each amd all, bt we must Le upon the
aleer Lov greive with him for his giﬁ:q “FrgosiiEe e
by the farclock *—aor he will forgee 2o bestow thene

\We tow often charge upon Time the evil whieh is
the result of our vwn lsck of energy, and thes at
happena that :‘Ilthﬂllgh 1 l-'.i:l:ll“}-' megs G jioels
seem tor delight in exalting and glorifying him for all
manner of enjoyments, at others they can find no
worbl too Goarse or uncivil to apply to bim. “Thne,’
sy Shakspeare, 13 very bunkeupt,” adding,

* Way, he 's A thicl oo ; have vou oo heand 1nen say

That tume comes stealing on by night and day 77

Time ix, in proveral philosophy, the most churlish
and  wngeeommodating  of acquantances,—* Time
and Lide tarey for no man.  Time §s always lable to
e chided, a8 we have sad, when one feels like Ham-

* Pheehns Apello in Ovid's Metamerphoses claims that
he is Thne's special exponent :—

'Per me, quod eritgue, fuitgee,
Extque, patet ; per me concondant carmina tervia”




