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“ The crows lupped over by twos and threes,
In the pool drowsed the cattle up to their knees,
The little birds sang as if it were
The one day of summer of all the vear,
And the very leaves seomed Lo ring ou Lhe treew”
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THE METHOD
AND THE REASON IOR IT.

e As pupils advance
R towar] maturity they
T are not satisfied with
such facts and obvi-

oug rolations as have

been the delight of their child-
howl.  Their minds erave some-
thing that lies beyond the world
of sense. Roflective energies he-
gin to apsert themeelves, forming
o bolanee for the perceptives,
The when, thea where, and the
lwyw 1o longer engross the atten-

| & e tion, and the why eomes into
ﬁ"t’jﬂ ® 5. promiinenee. Obgervafion and
. %o m  experiment have brought into
g life mental desires which extend

beyond individual experience, and which find their satis-
faction only in the aceumulated experiences of the race,
To furnish a solid basie for thought, pupils jost enter-
ing this reflactive age still need the facts which observa-
tion gives. To satiefy the eravinge of their new-born en-
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ergies, and to stimulate their powers to grester activity,
they also need the results of gemeral human investigation
as recorded in seience and lterature. Upon such food
the mind feeds and grows,

This book s specially prepared for minds in the tran-
sition state here indieated. The fucts given are stated in
such a way as to lesd to wore careful observation, while
the relations presented reach up toward the laws and prio-
ciplos which govern things. The suliject-matter embraces
the highest orders of animal life and oganism in its moat
complex forms ; its investigation equally calling into exer-
cige the perceptive and reflective powers.

Ag in the other memnbers 0f the series, the method of
the book is inductive, Hach division of the subject be-
gins with the representative animal that is nearest home
and most familiar. The cat at the fireside serves as an
introduction to the lion and tiger and other cate of the
wilds; the kin of the faithful dog in traced in wolf and
jackal; and rats and rabbits represent rodenta the world
over. From the sty, the stable, and the farm-yard, the
mind travels vut to the homes of the rhinoceros, the elo-
phant, and the buffulo, in desert, plain, and jungle,

The steps of this route are thuse of comparison. The
imagination 8 aroneed and disciplined. The pietures im-
pressed npon the mind are almost as vivid as these ob-
taingd from divect perception. A taste is developed for
geientific research, and s faic prepuration is made for sue-
cesafnl scientific study.

A few fables and storics of the foll-lore kind have
been seleeted to show how animals have boen regarded in
the past, and how their traits have been nsed to illustrate
and enforee moral leassons.  These fables are of such uni-
versal application as to be fresh with each generation of
children for all time. '
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