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PREFACE.

Ox the 25th of January, 1897, the late Pope, Leo XIIL,
gave to the world an important lstter, entitled *¢ Officiorum
g0 Munerum,” dealing with the Legislation of the Index,
and its gravity and far-reaching influence entitle it to &
more wide-spread knowledge than it has hitherto attained.
Though intended primarily for the direction of Bishops and
other eoclesinstioal functionaries, occoupying positions of
responsibility, yet ite import affects the public at large to
80 great an extent thab its contents deserve to be placed
within the reach of all. Hitherto little has been done in
this oountry to seoure this end. Commentaries have already
appeared in most Europesn languages; buf until the iseue
of the present work, nothing had come before the publie in
an English dress to bring the people of thess countries in
touch with the most recens legislation on the Index.

The Pontifieal letter referred to wae intended, by its
illustrious author, to form a preface fo certain Rules which
had been adopted and approved by the Oongregetion of
the Index in referemce to the Prohibition and Censorship
of Books; and thess iwo doouments, togesther with the
Sollscita ac Provida of Benediot XIV,, which also finds a
Place in the present publication, bring the Church’s legis-
Intion on the Index up to date. The seope of the entire
Constitution, and, therefore, of the present work, which
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purports fo be a scentific commentary upon it, will be best
understood from a brief analysis of the treatment followed
in both.

The first part of the Pontifical Constitution goes seriatim
into publications on Bacred Horipture, Eoclesiastical His-
tory, Philosophy, and Romance; and even descends to
puch apparently unimportant subjects as superstition,
spiritualism, hypnotism, secret societies, and the socialistic
literature of the Press, If doubts should arise as to whether
such publications form guitable reading for the faithful, the
present work fully explains the Rules for the ' discernment
of spirits” in such oases. Bishops and other Church
functionaries are primarily responsible for the enforcament
of thesa Raules,

The second part deals with the csnsorship of works which
mre about fo be published. As required by previous legis-
lation, sll works dealing with Baered Beripture, Theclogy,
Ethies, Canon Law, or Church History, must be submitted
to eoclesisstical censorship before publisation ; and the Rules
for the guidance of Censors, appeinted or selected, are clearly
set forth in the following work, But, according fo an
opinion, which seems to meet with the practically unanimous
spprovel of commentators on the subject, an important
change has been introduced under Rule 85, Whereas,
hitherto, the Bishops of the place in which the work wase
to be printed exercised the sole right of Censorship, now
this duty may devolve upon the Bishop of any Diocosss in
which the work fo be published will siroulate.

A$ s time when the world is flooded with pernisious
literature, and the poison not alone of immorality, buf of
unbelief, is being slowly but surely instilled into the publie
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mind, the importance of a book dealing with such a subjeck
eannot be exaggerated. The evil is prevalent in Europe,
Ameriea, and Australia, snd, no doubt, muech of the danger
to Church and Biote, that is ab present menscing most of
our European countries, springs largely from the unbridled
licence of the Press, Even here in Ireland, there are grave
apprebensions enteriained for the fubure from the same
sonrce. That she Bishops of the couniry are not unmindful
of this danger is evidenoed from the fach that in the
Appendix to the Actd et Decreta of the Bynod of Maynooth
(1900}, just published, the legislation deslt with in this work
is given in full. Let us hope that the present book will
prove helpful to both the Clergy and laity of the eouniry
who wish fo place themselves in foush with the latest
legislation on the Prohibition of Books, the Censorship of
the Press, and the Rules of the Index,

#JOHN OLANCY, D.D.,
« Bishop of Biphin.



AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

I wisr to bereby scknowledgs my indebtedness o the
following sources in the composition of this commentary
on the present Index legislation: 1°. A few papers eon-
tributed to the Irish FEcclesiastical Record on the old
legislation, & shoit time before the promulgation of the
present legislakion by the Rev. Dr. MoDonald, Prefest of
the Dunboyne, Maynooth College. In those papers the
distinguished writer, from & comparison of the provisions
of the old legislation with the requirements of the present
day, foreoasted the prescriptions of not & few of the present
Rules of the Index. 29 De libris Prohibitis Commentarii,
by the Rav. Augustine Arndt, B.J., of Berlin, Professor of
Canon Law in the High College of Cracow. This work
is also on the old legislation. It is an exbaustive work of
800 pages. A special featurs of it is, thab it illustrates many
of the old regulations by indicating some of the works
prosoribed under them, snd placed on the old Index of
prosoribed hooks. 39. De prohibitsone et Censura Librorum,
by the Rev. P. Vermeersh, 8.J. This has the honour of
being, a8 far I am aware, the pioneer commentary on the
present Index legislation. Its merit may be estimated from
the faot that it has alresdy gone inte s second edition,
42, J1 Monstore. The work, which I ghall oite under this
title, is an Italian commentary on the present legislation,



