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1 am not u politicien, nor do T balong to any political party : my
own station is 8 country parish, and I seldom pass its boun-
daried, Howerer, in the Feriodical Work I am now publishing,
I wonld go forth through the lsnd om s mission of high import-
ance, holding up the Gospel of cur Lord Jesws Christ aa che
great ramedy of Social Evils. I hope to be sdmitted into many
& household ecircls, and to be allowed et lesst & hearing. My
mission relates not only to the happiness of ' the life that
mow ia,” but to the highest interests of man, —to tha life and
death of the bmmortal spirit; and I do mot gome ss = trifler,
but as one beering exd showing the glad tidings of the kingdom
of Ged.

I do mot meddls with the question, whether the Gospel is,
or is not, the remedy for evils in the organization of society ; but
I do ssassrt, that it will introduce a mew spirit even into a badly
wﬂ.wﬂ],mdlhmnlhltmpmtuﬂnmm

ion withont that spirit.

.ﬁ.lll in with the boman body, so it is with the body politic.
It is oot the province or proper office of religion to Testore to
symmetry snd to besoty the deformed figore, but to intreduce
the greces of o renewed mpirit within thet deformed figare, and
thua to impart avea to the unshapen, aod the coarse featured,
charm for which we may vainly search, where the proportions
of the form sre in exquisits symmetry, and the features beautifnol,
if that spirit is nof presant.

It ta oot my proper office, ss & Pastor of Chnst's flook, to
point out the fwalts and the remedy in the organization of the
body politic. Perbaps I sm not blinder then others io those
faults, and, parheps, many others, no better Stted than myaelf for
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the office, would do weoll to leave the work to wiser hends snd
bettar hands than their own.

Immttta]ldinpmaiinnnﬂmﬂmﬂuuﬁmhrpﬂm
economy, nor to sssert that many of the popular views of political
eoonomists are not right views, meny of their plans, right plans ;
but T would have political economy kept to its proper plece, and
inits proper department ; and I must lift up my voics, however
feehle it may be, against the cant of u party, that woold propose
to remedy every evil, by ways which wre founded maither on
monnd philogapliy- aor ¢ommoe panss,

I would direct tha sttention of my reader to the remady pro-
vided by God himssli, for evils whiclk neither the lsws of our
country, nor the lsws of society can remch; and heve T wondhd,
therefore, ropent, thet the Gospel of Josus Christ in it pors
and holy simpliotty, ia the-vemedy for the thovssnd evils, which
are sfficts to the real cowe of ull misery nod suffering, — that scum
IS M.

If wa proposs to neform nﬁnly,“hgilltﬁa'rmgﬂ,
if we hogin merelywith the great body, * 'We mogt bagin with the
individual; for any body of man is made ap of & certain number
of individuale. Apgsin,k not cnly ia it necessary in order to re-
form 3 body of individuals, @ begin with the sepurats individual,
but in ordar to refirm the individeal, it is sbeolutaly nocessary
to begin with his heart, This is the peculiar provincs of the
Christinn Pastor, ss baing the cosmdsson of Him whoss demnd
of overy man is, ** My son, give me thy hestt,” snd who has
graciously sdded, ' w new keart will I give you."”

Hodnet, 1834,




THE COUNTRY TOWN,,

CHAPTER I.

A FATHER OF THE OLD SCHOOL.

“ You are not pleased with your visit, father! you
are always kind, but why are you so grave I"—
“J am not pleased,” replied Jobn Adams. ]
disapprove most entirely many new ways about
your family, and though I seldom see you, and
never without my whole heart yearning over you
and your wife and children with tender love, I
shall certainly deal with you very faithfully, and
tell you in plain words what I blame, and what [
am sure ought to be blamed,”—The conversation
which I have begun to set down, took place be-
tween William Adams, » fine looking man, and his
venerable father. The former was about five-and- -
forty years of age, stout, fresh-coloured, and good-
B



2 A FATRHER OF THE OLD SCHOODL.

tempered ; his clothes evidently in the smartest
fashion of the country town of Arlingford: the
whole appearance of his family and house, that of
a person well to do in the world. This man, Mr.
William Adams, was a general favourite with all
who knew him, there was 80 much kindness about
him, and so much good temper, perhaps 1 ought
rather to say, that his good temper was merely
nataral kindness of heart. His good-looking face
was pleasant to look upon, from its happy expres-
sion ; his person was losing a little of its muscular
and manly squareness, in a roundnesa of shoulders,
and a slight increase of bulk round the hips, and a
little below the chest, that betokened not only the
love of ease, but the indulgence of it. He loved to
sleep a little after a very hearty dinner, and he did
many things himself, and suffered many things in
vthers, that be could not quite approve, merely
from an encreasing love of ease. He was negleet-
ing little things, and his father feared that he was
falling by little and little,

John Adams, his father, was in fact eighty years
of age, but looked perhaps twenty years younger.
He was tall and unbent, of a spare habit of bedy,
his countenance was grave, but not severe, and he
had, like his =om, a remarkable freshness of com-
plexion ; his snow-white hair parted on his fore-
head, and falling down on either side of hiz head,
gave him a very venerable look; and the dark low-
collared coat that he wore with large metal
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buttons, his collar turned down over a handker-
chief of dark red silk, and the brown discoloured
tops of his high boots showed that he was one of
the old school in dress, as well as age. . He was a
plain man in manners and speech, bot he'made no
pretensions to being a character, He did notgive way
to any thing like ill temper, or unnecessary severity
towards hiz fellow-creatures, and think his faults
would be set down to the score of ]]_iabe.inga cha-
racter, and excosed merely becanse he made in other
points & high Christian profession. There was as
much of love and sweetness in his censure, aa there
was of faithfulness. I always think, when I see those
rough, ill-tempered old men, who can talk with a
wonderful readiness of doctrines, nay, of the deep
things of God, and who seem to find a sort of proud
self-gatisfaction in setting down others, and giving
harsh rebukes, that they would do well to turn to
that part of their bibles, where the meek and loving
Saviour is described as taking a Little child, and
setting him in the midst, and showing by that living
example, the character of his true disciple, Alas!
how many of us, in the consciousness of our su-
perior goodness, pass from us those words of the
apostle: * Be ye kind one to another, tender
hearted :” and thus prove themselves to be wanting
in that disposition of holy love and meekness which
Jesns Christ commends to us, both by his words
and his example.

“I have not been among you for five years,
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