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PREFACE.

——

TeE author, who gince 1853 hes been o missionary of the
London Missionary Society, and before that time was connected
with the Rhenish Herero Mission in Damarsland, is, as far as
philology is concerned, a self-tsught worker. When sent to
Damaraland in 1848, he could not possibly have dreamt of
ever writing a treatise on the Principles of Langnage. But
when, in conjunction with his colleagues, the Rev. Dr. C. H.
Hahn and the Rev. J. Rath, he studied Herero, he was from
the very first fascinated with its marvellons stroctural regularity
and wealth of pronominal forme. Ferfunately, he knew from
Gesening's Hebrew Grammar and Heyse's Lehrbuch der Deut-
schen Sprache that thers are only thres primitive vowels (a, 4, u),
and waa gtrock to find only these thres in the pronominal
roota of Herero; and in grouping the formative prefixes of the
noun (or roots of premcuns) according to their consonantal
sounds, he eonjectnred that thers must be some difference of
mesning between such forme as oka- (K.4), etyi- (KF), okn-
(XU}, and that ihis difference must be eaused by the vowels.
And turning to the verb, he received the same impression,
though what that difference might be he had net the remotest
conception. So plodding on, ke was by degrees led to the
discovery of the vowel-laws—Ilaws which are by no means
confined to Bantu, but sre traceable as well in the roots of
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Aryan and other languages. Bubssquently, in following up an
observation of Mr. Rath's as to the dualistic tendency of the
prefix oma- {zma-), the pexmal dual became clear to him.
Now, these two fundamental principles, viz., the vowel-laws
and the sexual dual, have already, st any rate as regards Bantu,
met with the approval of two high philological anthorities in
England, and it is hoped that the cther principles set forth in
this little work—the result of over thirty years’ patient research
—iwill also commend themselves to the student as truths founded
on sofficient ewidenes, and illustrative of the new and fuller
light the study of Bantu is destined to shed on the Aryan
family and on the origin of language universally, For whilst,
in Aryan and other families of speech, the science of langnage
must be confent to * begin with roots as its ultimate facts” we
are, in Bantn, where we find langnage in an earlier stage of
development, enabled to discover the very first laws by which
language was formed, snd fo restors the original concord
between languags and nature, words and things.

As to material for the study of Bantm, there is a vast deal
of it already accessibls, as may be seen from the * Index of the
Grey Collection,” by Dr. Th, Hahn, and the very opportune
“ Sketch of African Languages,” by R. N. Cust, Esq. (Messrs,
Tritbner & Co.) But still more should be done. The recent
opening up of Central Africa and the Congo Regions—all
peopled with Bantu nations—should be taken advantage of
to collect, with the sid of missionaries and others, the new
philological treasures now placed within our reach. And this
ghoald be done without delay; for the steady influx of Eure-
peans as time rolls on must necessarily interfore with the
primitive purity of the Bantu languages, Would not the
Committes of the Imperial Institute take the matter in hand,
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snd devote a section of the library to African languages, and
initints, at the same time, the compilation of a Comparative
Banto Dictionary ?

“Ever gince the publication of the first part of Dr. Bleek's
Comparative Grammer,” says a leading philologist in a letter to
the author, “the importance of the Bantu lsnguages to the
scientific study of language has been becoming more and more
evident to every comparafive philologist.” Indeed, strange aa
it may ssem that the selence of language shomld have to go to
the Dark Continent for mera light, it is neverthaless true that
“ the origin of the grammatical forms of gender and number,
the etymology of pronouns, and many other questions of the
highest interest to the philologist, find their trae solntion in
Southern Africa” (Bleek). A single glance at the appended
comparative table of pronominsl forms onght to. soffice to
convince the most sceptical of the truth of this,

It i earnestly hoped that the present attempt may, in soms
measure, contribnte towards raising the great Bantu family to
the prominent place which it deserves to cecupy in the science
of language.

F W.E.

Carr Town,
Beptember 19, 1887,






CONTENTS.

FAOE

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY . . . . . . B . . 1

CHAPTER IL

FRIMITIVE ALPEABET—PEIMEVYAL LAWE OF CONBONANTE . I

CHAFPTER III.
PRIMEVAL LAWE OF THE TOWELS ' J . 3 i 21

CHAPTER IV,

THE VOWEL-METHOD IN UNIVERSAL ETYMCOLOGY . . . 36

CHAPTER V.

KOTES ON THE PREIMITIVE BANTU PREPOSITIONS AND ADVERBS 41

CHAPTER VI

ROOT-FOBMATION { [T BEGIENINGE AND SUCCERSIVE BTAGES . 45§
CHAPTER VIiL

ON THE DEVELOFMEKT OF THOUGHT IN AFEICAN BANIU . 52
CHAPTER VIIiL

OF THE HERERO PRONOTE—ABHOLUTE AND CONDITIONAL
FORMB—FPRIMEVAL LAW OF THE FLURAL—BEXUAL
DUAL . : PR ‘ ; ; . . 59



