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PRET'ACE.

Tue following szay was orviginally published
under the title of'** A Compend of Leetures on the
Abpnz and Dnties of the Profeszion of the Law,
deliverad belore the Law Class of the University
of Pennsyivenia.,” A portion of it had been read
by the anthor az an Introdoctory Lecture at the
opening of the Fifth Session of the Law Depart-
ment of that Institution, Oetober 2d, 1854, The
youle eentlemen, alumed, ol stuwdents of the
school, who were prescut on that occasion, regnest-
ed a copy for publication, in order that each of
them might poszess a mementoe of their eonnection
with the Institution. The aunthor preferred to
publish the entire Compend than merely a part of
it.  Ile hesitated much in deing so, becansze the
cuestions dizscussed are ditticnlt, and opinions upen
them variant, aml he conld zearcely hope that he
L in every ease succeaded in just diserimination,
A reyview of the matter now, when a third edition
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hias been called for, has suggested, however, no in-
portant change in the principles advanced, though
a few additions have been made, some inaccenra-
cies corrected, and the Introduction upon the im-
portance of {he profession, iu a publie poiut of view,
hag now been incorporated with the body of the
Eszay.



PROFESSIONAL ETHICS.

Ir is proposed to consider this subject under
two zencral heads :

I. Those duties whieh the lawyer owes to
the public or commonwealth.

II. Those which are dne from lhim to the
court, hiz professional bretliven, and his elient.

I The dignity and unportunee of the Pro-
fogsion of the Law, 1 a publie point of view,
can hardly be over-estimated. 1t 1 i its re-
lation to socicty at large that it 1 proposed to
consider it, This may he done by showing its
influenee upon legislation and Jurisprudence.
These are the right and left hands of govern-
ment in earrying out the great purposes of
society. Dy legislation iz meant the making
of law—its primary ensetment or subsequent



