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PREFACE

THH present eollection of Aneedotes differs feom its predecessors in
several particnlars,

To begin with, it ia strictly u Treasury of Modern Anecdote, Ttdoesnot
profess to dish up for the delectation of pressnt-day renders atories which
have been familiar to them all their lives, and which are, in fact, the
commonplaces of ordinary conversation. There is a certain sprinkling
of old fuyouritea,—of time-honoured tnles which no one likes to ase
emtitted froon any eolleetion, however fresh it be in aim and character.
But these are anecdotes of the perennial kind,—anecdotes which, the
more they are known the better they are liked—which are eo exeallent in
themselves that they pever pall upon the taste, For the most part,
however, the Ansedotes in this collection are emphatically modern,
— modern in so far that they are drawn from modern sources, and refer
to modern people. They do nofy for the moest part, go farther hack
thein Walpole's * Letters,” and they come down as far as the latest
eteries and reminiscences, such as those of Crabl Robinsen and J. R
Planchi, It has seemed to the editor and o the publishers that the
pr iblic is tired of the old stories that generally do duty in such collee-
tio ne, and that it is rendy to weleome o work which shball put before it
thi 1 eream of the spoken wit and humour of the last hundred yeirs.

Again; the Anecdotes in thia volume are, a3 far as con possibly be
ast sertained, anthentic, The ohject of the editor and publishera has
be en to avoid ns much as possible the old indefmite stories aboumt “a
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lawyer,”" or “a doetor,” or “a eertain judge,” and to confine this work
chiefly to ancedotes for which some suthority can be given, and which
can be attributed with reasonable aafety to partienlor individuals, It ie
not, pretended that every authority given in thiz book iz the ultimate or
original authority, but an endeayvour has honestly been made, in the
majority of eases, to get at the origin of the aneedote, and to be sure that
the witty and humorous saying quoted has heen aseribed to the proper per-
som, It iz peseible that, in this way, certnin of our resders may notice
the absence of pet aneclotes which have been attributed to different
persong, and which, in the absence of mificient evidence for identifies-
tion, have been deliberately omitted from this volumne, On the other
hand, they will find many aneedotes apportioned for the firet time to the
individuals with whom they are actually connectel.  They will find the
stories nol enly modern, bul anthentie,

Another feature of the work s the classifisation to which the Anec-
dutes have been snbjected, those on **Men of Letters,” or #Men of
Sogiety,” or © Lowyers” or ' Actors," nnd so on, having heen grouped
together on o plan which will be appreciated by the reader.

Further than this the Anecdotes relating to particalar individnala
have been brought togethor and earefully arranged after o syatem whieh,
it is hoped, will he equally usefil and agreealile,

Where aneedotes have been fathered upon moere than one individual
o equally good authority, mention hes been made of the fact; and
notes have been appended in those cases where additional explanativns

appeared necessary. A full index has also been added. ]
W. D. A



INTRODUCTION,

HE entertaining nature of o Pook of Anccdotes will be freely con-
seded, It will be acknowledged that, for whiling away a dull
afternoon or o #pare half-lour, tew things neore suitable could be de-
vieed, Ttisatonce amusing and fragmentary; and whilsl its inhesent
fun excites the fancy and relioves the mind, the hrevity of the matter
allows it to be taken up again and agnin without any weariness being felt.
A photograph album, we all know, is sometimes made to do duty on
these coeasiona, ot the superiority of a Look of Aneedotes will zeadily
lie allowed. The fovmer palls upon the taste jaded by pictures of people
either unknown, of else foo familiarly known ; whilst an anscdote, even
if old, is, if good, perennially new, and, if it is wholly new az well as
good, it is weloomed ag a ““thing of beauty,” and mentelly recorded as o
“Joy for ever,” A Book of Anecdotes has, however, a further ground of
superiority over moat other forme of parlour ammeement, Tt is as nseful
as it is enterteining. A poor obeerver is he who regands a good anthentic
anecdote a5 being entertaining merely, To be sare, the first duty of
an aneedote i3 to amuse, ot this 39 by no means all it does. A witty
ar o humorous saving is not only interesting in jteelf; it iz interesting
in reference to the civenmatances that called it forth, and to the man
who uttered it. It may shed light upon the character or the life of that
man, and it may, by 30 doing, illustrate the history of the werld, Lt

enlightens for 1s not only individual eharacter, but human nalure,
A
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Elaborate histories are all very well, anwl profound essayvs are all very
well; but if you want to gel ot the heart of o man, o woman, o people,
or an event, ia not & thoroughly authentic tnecdote much more to the
point?  Daoes it not tell more, in the compnss of o half-a-dozen Tines or
sentences, than the history in ao many chapters, or the ezzav in 20 many
pages or paragraphs |

An ameedoie i3 valuable in two woays—in pelation to the individosl as
a member of a elasa, and in relation to the individoel s an individoal,
In the present velume, the anecdotes are so arrangel that they may b
regarided from both points of view—the mmen of socioty being gronped
together, pud the men of letters, aml =0 on,  Unlortunntely, this elassi-
fieation does not altogether satisly | s, for example; in thie case of
Sydney Biith, whe wos at onee a man of socicty, nonon of letters, and o
elergyman; of Shevidan, who was o man of soeiety, & wan of letters, o
a politician; of Theodore Hook, who wis o man of society aud a jour-
nalist; of Jokyll, who wasa wan of soeiety and o laorister.  In soeh
eases, wi have endesvoured to determine in which of these clnractors
each of those we linve named wes most o wil or o bhumorise, anid e
ranged him aceordingly under the heading to which he seemed wmost
ohvionsly to belong.  The final desdeion was of the less importance that
Very fow of the best wits arod honorists wese d.{ﬁtim:.l;]:,r H H,Impp:,' o im
their sayings.  Unquestionahly, however, there iz a0 wit and there iz n
limmour which pertaius specially to special classes and professions, arnd the
peculinr manner of which is very clearly discernible. There s & lglt-
neas and Hippancy ubout socety falic which cannot but be reflected i
the recorded aneedotes of the men who frequenced society. There iz
a sort of frivolity and vapidity, for exauple, about the witkiciams of
Luttrell and of Jekyll, of Selwyn, TMOrsay, nnd Alvanley, which at onee
stamp them as the produetion of members of the ® fshioneble® warlil,
1t 1 noticenble, again, in the joke: narmated of Emons reew of lettors,
that their wit and hnmour ia desidedly tinetuzed by the motore of their
ocgnpation, They deal largely in quotatious, and in literary allusions
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wenerally; their repartees have an unmistakeable tlavour of the study and
the desk., With lawyers there s just that gnickness and that recklessness
of retort which vou would naturslly expect from men whoas chief stoek-
in-trade has 2o often been their readiness and unzcrupulousness of wit.
The sayings of acalemic humoriats hove an obvionsly seademic tinge; the
epigraans of a Parr, o Porson, and o Davidson, are the evident product
of the scholarly life.  And so with dectors and divines, with statesmen
and with politicians, with business wmen, with tradesmnen, and with
women generally : there is a peenlinrity, or rather a class character,
ahont the aneedotes norrmted of them, whish, though not always obiro-
dive and easy of deteetion, 33 nevertheless observalle by the attentive
remler, A man is very much what his surroundings make him, i
neconding to the atmoesphere in which he lives will be the g-.‘nm‘:ﬂ mfure
uf his enteome. F

We say “the general nature,” becanse, when all 18 said and done,
clags training and class association are not everything, If wits and
homorists can he divided into elagses, they ean be still further sub.
divided acconding Lo their persopal iliosynemsy.  Take the men of
society, for examyple,  The distinetive peculineity ol Sydney Smith was
the sxuberant chorseter of Tis hnmoer,—the encanous amonnt of fun
which his ever-working fancy was alle to neenmnlate round whatever
subject he tonk np,  Hers was a Inouorist in the troe sense of the
term, wlo, hitting on a comical ideag dwelt npon it and expaniled it
nnkil it was searcely capable of any Forther expansion ol his hands or
at anybody else’s. In Hook, agein, we have & wit pare and simple,
whose distinctive peculinrily consisted in mpidity and pungeney of
repartee,—generally in the way of pun, often in the way of felicitous
qrotation.  This wos very much the eaze with Luttrell and with Jekyll
Alvanley wis more partionlarly a tvpe ol the young noebleman of fazhion,
whose wit was w0 o great extent impertinence tewpered by whanity.
Selwyn'a wity amain, was that of an originally morbid faney modified Ty
the pressure of society. Loed Dudley's was almost wholly part and
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parcel of his nucommon personality, thoogh we cannot help thinking that
much of hiz absent-mindedness waz purpesely assumed, for the sake of
the resnlts which it produced.  Awmong men of letters, again, we lave
the biting sarcaam of Jerrold and the bumorous bonkemis of Charles
Laanh, Toth were aloves of the pen ; yet how different were their modes
of thought, how distinet their manner of expression! There is, in the
aauie way, quite a different tlavour about the bors mots of & Sheridan and
thase of, say, a Thackeray, The formerare delightfully brilliznt and Iaugh-
able; in the latter there 12 alwoys something more than the mere wit or
humoar in which they are enshrined.  Equally charaeteristic of the men
are the aneedotes recorded of Curran and of Erskine, of Lord Eldon, Lond
Norbury, and the old Beotch judges who have been so graphically de-
seribed to na by Cockbarn,  You ean tell a Curran seying divectly you
hear it or see it; it is bardly pecessary for jt o be authenticated ; it
bears the head-mark of the aothor, So, too, with Lovd Elden, whose
sayinga ore almost as individual oz those of the grest Texieographer him-
self,  Among actors, one at onee thinks of the wdmirably and prolifically
'l.'l.'{H.jr leh:d. whom o one coild ever floke al w :]iﬁuﬂ?ﬁ.ﬂtﬁgl&. Among
divines, one thinks at onee of Whately—surely the most epigrammatic
of all clerics, past and present.  Among foreigners, again, whe but recalls
to mind the numercus and pungent sayings of a Talleyrand—the French
Douglas Jerrold, with even more than the nestness of his Dritish proto-
typo,—the wit, par sesellonce, of Franoe, untess you think he iz ron close
Ly Chunfort and by Rivarol. It i3 not wecessary, however, to run
through the whele list of wits and lunnorists, 1 iz suffieiently clear
that if there is a certain fuinily Hkeness among the snecdotes of cerfain
¢lasses, there ia also a large measure of individuality in the stortes related
about particular persons. Those pevsons are members of classes, we
confess; but they are nevertheless themselves, Neither they nor their
wit and lhomoar are wholly absorbed in the various categories with
which they are connected.

Hitherto we have had to do with the wit and humoeur of classes and



